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LATEST MAIL DATES. 





Latest Mail dates in England, from China, 


Sonskon Sept. 15} pee ct. 
Sane er eee at on 





BIRTH. 
At No, 12, Bund, Kobe, on the 23rd 
November, the wife of C. Inties, Esq., of ason. © 





PASSENGERS, 
DEPARTED. 
Per str. Chintung, for Swatow—Mr. G. M. 
H. Playfai 
Per str. Tungting, for Chinkiang. —Mr. 





ARRIVED. 
Per str. Haining, from Tientsin—Mess 
Hill and Rogers. 








Per str. Teheran, from Southampton—Mr. 
Burnett. From Hongkoug—Col. Dickens, Mr. 
aud Mrs. Murray, Messrs. B. Strachan, G. 





B. Young, A. E, Shookie and Geo. Ralby. 

Per str. Shanghai, from Hankow — Mr. 
Coates. 

Per str. Kiaxgkwan, from Hankow and 
Ports—One European and Mr. Ling Ping-chee 
in saloon, 

Por str. Gordon Qastle, from London.—Mr 
J. R, Black aud child,’and Mrs. T, Preston 
and child. 

Per str. Sin Nanzing, from ‘Tientsin.—Mr. 
James Wilson. 

Ber tr. Tahyew, from Foochow —Mr, Hague. 

Per str. Europe, from Foochow—Messrs, 
MeConachie, Saunderson and Lipsick. 

Per str. China, from Hongkong ~ Mre. 
Copeland and daughter. 

Per str. Yangtze, from Hongkong—Mr. T, 
G. Smith. 

Per str. Suikio Maru, from Japan—Mrs. 
Price, Dr. Hue, Messrs, Hagge, Macyer, Mac- 
kersie and Soyejima ; 1 European, 

Leavixo, 
Thibet, for Hongkong—Mrs. 

. Leeds, Curtis, Pitman, N. 
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READ 
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CALCUTTA MAGAZINE. 


Yearty—Dollars 6; Postage and 
Packing free. 

This seems to be a very readable periodical. 
—North-China Herald. 

‘A very neat and ably-conducted Magazine, 
styled the Calcutta Magazine, edited by Mr. 
Owen Aratoon, a gentleman of well-known 
literary talent.—The Straits Times. 

DARLINGTON & Co., 
Genrral Agents. 
49, Dhurrumtollah Street, Calcutta, India, 

Sole Agents in India, Burmab, Ceylon, the 

Straits Settlements and China. tf 











LIVER PILLS FOR INDIA AND THE 
COLONIES. 
\NLY TWO MEDICINES REALLY ACT 
UPON THE LIVER; 
One Mercury or Blue Pill, the other Dandelion. 
‘Thousands ‘of Constitutions have been de- 
stroyed by Mercury, Blue Pill, or Calomel. 
‘The only safe remedy is 
Dr. Kuxo’s Danpenion and Qunvnvs 
Liver Pits, 
which act gently on the Liver, aud remove all 
the above symptoms. Sold all over the world 
by all Chemists and Medicine Vendors, at 
1s. 1}d., 28, 9d., 4s. Gd.,-and 11s, per box. 
ljau "78 56 


PERFUMERY. 


& E, ATKINSON'S Ess, Ylang 
Ylang, Frangipanne, and Sarcan- 
thus. Old Brown Windsor Soap, Violet 
Powder. Florida Water, 
Prize Medals—London, Paris, Vienna, 
Cordova, Lima, Philadelphi 
Sold by all first-class dealers throughout 


the World. 
J. & E. ATKINSON, 
24, Old Bond-street, London, 


‘The genuine guaranteed by TRADE 
MARK—“A White Rose on a Golden 
Lyre,” printed in seven colours. 


o-a-w alt. (2) 29ap 78 49 




















‘Tnx publication of the North-China Herald 
and Supreme Court & Consular Gazette 
commenced at 4.15 P.at, 
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In the Peking Gazette of the 28rd 
November are two memorials calling 
attention again to a matter which seems 
to exercise poriodically the minds of the 
officials in Peking. This is the miser= 
able condition of the inferior members 
of the Imperial clan. The last memo- 
rial we remember noticing, was pub- 
lished about this time last year, and 
emanated from the Censor Ying-chén, 
himself an Imperial clansman. | This 
time it is a Chinese Consor, Li Hung- 
mo, who takes up the plaint, and be is 
supported by Paoting, the Tator of the 
Imperial Academy, in urging that 
steps should be taken to ameliorate 
the condition of the clansmen. These 
seem to be divided into two classes, 
who are named respectively “ Tsung- 
shih” and “Gioro.” The former com- 
prise only the lineal descendants of the 
"| Manchu chief who first assumed the title 
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of Emperor, ‘The latter are the descend- 
ants of his uncles and brothers, and 
though inferior perhaps in social rank, 
have a much better chance in the world 
owing to the comparative absenge of re- 
striotions upon the means they may select 
“toearna livelihood. Dr. Williams gives 
the following rather meagre but pithy 
sketch of their relative positions :— 
“The Teung-shih are distinguished by a 
yellow girdle, and the Gioro by a red 
one; when degraded, the former take 
a red, tho latter a carnation girdle. A 
wang, or regulus of the first rank, 
receives an annual salary of about 
$13,800, some rations, and a retinue 
of three hundred and sixty servants, 
the whole forming an annual tax upon 
the state of between $75,000 and 
$90,000. A prince of the second rank 
receives half that sum; of the third 
rank, one-third, and so on, down to the 
simple priuces of tho blood, who each 
receive four dollars a month, and 
rations, Somo of thom are consequently 
reduced to very straitened cireum- 
stanoes, and most of tho Imperial con- 
nexions exhibit the evils ensuont upon 
the systom of education and survoillance 
adopted towards them, in. their low, 
vicious pursuits, and cringing imbecility 
of character. ‘'he sum of $133 is 
allowed when they marry, aud $150 to 
defray funeral exponses, which induces 
some of them to maltreat their wives 
to death, in order to receive the allow- 
‘ance and dowry as often as possible.” 
‘We obtain somewhat fuller information 
fzom the Censor Ying-chén’s memorial, 
to which we have above referred, 
published in tho G@azetle of the 8th 
Noveraber, 1876. Ho points out that 
the number of posts accessible to civil 
and military clansmen are fow in 
number; and though in former times 
tho oponings thus provided may have 
seemed abundantly liberal in propor- 
tion to the limited class to which they 
applied, the great and continual 
augmentation in their numbers has 
rendered it practically impossible for 
tho great majority to earn an honest 
livelihood. And while they are thus 
debarred from work, the pensions they 
receive from the State are most in- 
adequate. The scale fixed at tho out- 
set was suffici>yt to meet the wants of 
the recipients at a time when their 
numbers were still few and when the 
revenues of the different princely 
families sufficed for the support of all 
their respective scions; but at the 
present time there are several thousands 
of individuals belonging to the class of 
“red-letter” clansmen; and the total 
allowance provided for issue at the 
rates of tio and three taels respectively 
suffices for no more than a general 
distribution of little more than one tael 
to each person, This allowance, in- 
adequate as it is to the needs of the 











individual himself, is obviously in 
sufficient to enable him to support-hi 
parents or his own offpring. As every- 
one has claims of this nature upon him, 
and is left without means of satisfying 
them, the consequence is that members 
of the Imperial kindred are seon to be 
involved, time after time, in judicial 
prosecutions,”—an expression which 
seems to mean that they are gotting 
constantly into trouble in the effort to 
supplement, by improper means, the 
seanty salary to which they are legally 
restricted. The gioro or descondants of 
the collateral branches aro far better off, 
for the reason that employment in the 
public service is as freely open to them 
as to any of the Manchu nationality ; 
and the result is that members of this 
class are seldom complained against for 
breaches of the law. 

So much for the present position of 
tho clansmen. The natural remedy 
would be to let them fall back into the 
mass of the people and earn thoir 
livelihood like other men and women; 
and such a step was hinted at by Ying- 
chén in a request that the restrictions 
now weighing upon the class should be 
relaxed. Nothing, however, came of 
his proposals, as nothing usually does 
come of proposals for reform in China. 
And now the Censor Li Hung-mo pro- 
poses another remedy, which has the 
meritof precedent. Somo sixty years ago, 
owing to tho increase which had then 
already made itself felt, seventy house- 
holds were transplanted to Moukden 
by command of the Emperor Kiaking ; 
and a similar state of things having 
now again come to pass, he advises 
resort toa similar remedy. Let “the 
Imperial clan court be commanded to 
deviso measures for removing the 
“eung-shih’ families to occupy tracts 
of land in the region lately brought 
under control on the Corean frontier.” 











Summary of Hews. 


‘The English mail of the 26th October 
arrived Saturday, by the P. & 0. str. 
Teheran. 

A mail leaves to-morrow for Europe, by 
the P. & O. str. Thibet. 





Telegrams were received Saturday even- 
ing, stating that M. Dufaure has been 
requested to form a Ministry. But later 
advices announes that he his failed, and 
the task has been entrusted to M. Batbie. 

Telegrams were received Monday, say- 
ing the Turks had been defeated in an 
attack on Rahovitza, and the Russians had 
captured Slataritza and turned the Turkish 
right wing. Slataritza is close to Elena, 
hich was taken aby Suleiman Pasha few 

ago. is taking place 
fo tue South-east oF Tioray’ so that 
‘Suleiman Pasha seems to be trying to inter- 
pose between the Russians and the 
Balkans.—The Russian Press suggests the 





surrender to Russia of Kats and Batoum, 
the freedom of tho Dardanelles, and the 
independence of the Principalities, as basos 
for negociations of peace, :-The Turkish 
fleet seems left out of this programme, 
yrhich is, so far, more moderate than the 
ast. 

‘Telegrams were received yesterday, 
nouncing the Plevna,” Osman 
has capitulated, unconditionally, and " 
himself badly wounded. 


The Municipal minutes ‘confirm the 
rumour we mentioned last week, that an 
offer had been made to-aéll the ‘Counell 
the line of road lately occupied by tho 
Woosung Railway. ‘The price named is 
Tis. 55 a mow; but this seems an ex- 
cessive rate, and could no doubt be re- 
Auced by nogociation if the project ia 
entertained.—A. letter from the Senior 
Consul says the Taotai has denied the in 
tention of re-selling the land to the original 
owners, and declares that it will be retained 
as a road.—Tho Council have written to 
the Gas Company regarding the defective 
lighting of the Settlement ; and, while ad- 
mitting that things have been rather better 
during the last week or two (i.e. since the 
published complaints on the subject), they 
aro still of opinion that the $20,000 a year 
paid by tho Municipality entitles it to a 
better standard of gas. 

Wo understand that tho handéomie suit 
of $2,000 was realised by subscriptions to 
tho Concert given Friday evening, at the 
Club Concordia. 

‘The first Paper Hunt of tho season was 
run on Saturday, and proved a severe one, 
‘Tho light-weight prize was won by Mr. 
Hinckley on Dakotah, and the heavy-weight 
by Mr. Brandt on Auschuse, 

It is announced that allotments in the 
new Chinese Loan will be made at the 
hend fico of the Hongkong and Shanghai 
Bank, in Hongkong, on the 16th, and the 
final instalment will be payable on the 
Sist inst. 

Wo understand that a telegram was 
received yesterday, saying Mr. French, 
Chief Justice of Sierra Leone, has been 
appointed Chief Judge in China, Mr, 
Goodwin is to return to Yokohama, 

Another action has been heard at the 
United States Consulate-General, in which 
Mr. M. A. Jenkins was the defendant, 
Tho plaintiff was Aloxander Malcolm, one. 
of the partners in the late firm of J. M. 
Walker and Co., and he sought to recover 
‘is. 1,500, being the amount of three pro- 
missory notes, each for Tis, 500, given 
by the defendant when he took over the 
businessof the firm. Plaintiff had previously 
recovered on another note given at the 
same time as these three, when all the 
circumstances of the transaction were re- 
ported in our columns. The Court held 
that plaintiff had a right of action at pre- 
sent on one note only—the other two not 
being yet due—and on which there was an 
admitied set-off of Tis. 397.18; therefore 
a verdict was entered for the plaintiff for 
‘Tis. 102.87 with the costs. 

A walking match, against time, was 
decided lately on the Bubbling Well road ; 
a well-known resident undertaking to walle 
five miles within the hour, and accom: 
plishing the feat with six minutes to spare. 
We hear two or three similar wagers are 
pending, and fancy the backers of time 
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mist be rather outin theirdata. Five miles 
‘the hour is good walking, but is no 
extraordinary feat for a man accustomed 
to ‘walking exercise.—In the conversation 
suggested by this event, the question was 
raised which could jump farther—a China 
pony or a man, and a believer in the 
superior muscles of the quadruped offered 
to produce a pony which should cover a 
Jonger distance, from hind feet to hind feet, 
than any local biped. ‘The proposition is, 
wo believe, opposed to experience of the per- 
formance of China ponies hitherto, in paper- 
hunting. But as it is on record that an 
English horse has covered 38 feet, a China 
pony might bo educated to beat 18 feet. 

‘Wo read in the San Francisco Mail that 
an Englishman, for a wager of $250,000, 
has begun o walk through France, Ger- 
many, Northern Russia, and Siberia, to 
Chins, and thence through India, Persia, 
Southern Russia, Greece, and Italy, to 
France. Tho time allowed for the walk is 
six yoars. 

‘As an illustration of the energetic mea- 
sures that have been taken to get grain to 
the North during the lust fow weeks, it is 
worthy of mention that, on the 1st inst., 
there were twelve steamers at the Taku 
bar, namely, the Sin Nanzing, Argentino, 
Ningpo, Ohefoo, Foochow, Tientsin, Huei- 
yuen, Leeyuen, Yehsin, Amboto, Hochung, 
Howsang and Shanse, 

‘The United States war-vessel Monocacy 
arrived Friday, from Japan. 

‘Wo print, elsowhere, an interesting 
and valuable report by Captain Bridg‘ord, 
on tho causes of the deterioration of the 
River Ohannel. Ho holds the romedy to be 
dredging the Junk Channel, which ho con- 
siders to bo the true channel of the river ; 
and he objects to the use of fascines as pro- 
posed by the Dutch Engineers, as dangorou 
Ho estimates the total cost of completing 
the work which he proposes, at Ts. 150,000. 

Wo reprint from the Ohina Mail an 
article reviewing a prospectus of a native 
‘Company which would have for its object 
to develope the mineral resources of the 
country, It is being got up apparently 
under tho same auspices as the China Mer- 
chants’ Steamer Company, Tong King-sing 
being the manager and Li Hung-chang the 
patton and promoter. ‘Tho immediate ob- 
joct is to work with foreign appliances the 
‘coal mines in Chihli. 

To illustrate the childish temper dis- 
played byShén Pao-chén about the Railway, 
it is worth recording that the first thing 
dono by his orders on taking possession of 
the line, was to efface the Chinese char- 
actors for Viceroy $49, which had been 
placed on the engino just arrived from 
home in compliment to the authorities to 
whom it was about to be handed over. No 
Chinaman could have taken objection to 
the name on the score of impropriety, so 
that His Excelleney had not even this 
excuse to save his conduct from being 
thought ridiculous. 

‘Wo print clsewhero some notes of travel 
from the pen of the Rov. O. A. Stanley, 
of Tientsin, giving a graphic description 
of the provines of Chilli and the ueigh- 
bouring districts affected by the famine. 
His description of tho poverty and dis- 
tess of tho people fully confirms what 
wo have heard from other sources; and 

















ho might, he adds, have written a great deal 
more to set forth the terrible condition of 
the people. “But I thiuk enough has 
‘been said to show the reality of the suf- 
fering, and a surfeit is not desirable.” 

Wo reprint from the Foochow Herald a 
translation of n proclamation lately issued 
by the Prefect of Foochow, inveighing 
against the crime of infanticide, which he 
describes as of frequent occurrence within 
his jurisdiction—The Prefect points out 
that those who are too poor to rear their 
female children can take them to the 
foundling hospital, so that killing them is 
‘a3 unnecessary as it is cruel. Sovere 
punishment is threatened against any one 
dotected in the crime. 

The Honorary Curator of the Museum 
appeals to sportsmen who are about going up 
country, to contribute towards the collec- 
tion under his charge. Several birds which 
are lacking, and may possibly be met with, 
are named. 

‘We don’t quite see the parallel between 
the case quoted by our correspondent “Civis 
Mundi,” and the Viceroy’s opposition to our 
roads. ‘The mandarin, in his case, only scems 
tohave objected that he was not called upon 
to issue a proclamation, and we are rather of 
hisopinion. Hequite acknowledged that the 
foreigner was entitled to protection, if he 
chose to come and live in the city, but 
probably thought it would be time enough 
to issue a proclamation if any trouble 
arose.—The road business is quite different ; 
Shén Pao-chén denies that tho treaty gives 
any right to make roads, and objects to 
their being made. 

We have to ecknowledge the Customs’ 
Reports on trade for the year 1876, which 
have grown to form a bulky volume. ‘The 
present one opens with 126 pages of review 
by Mr. Hippisloy, as Acting Statistical 
Secretary ; 200 pages aro occupied by the 
Reports themselves of the different Com- 
missioners ; and 66 pages are occupied by a 
Service List. Wo need hardly say that 
the volume will, as usual, claim an early 
review. 

We reprint from the London aud China 
Express the letter addressed to Lord Derby 
in October last, by certain firms interested 
in tho China trade, asking for publication of 
the omitted portion of Sir Thomas Wade's 
Memorandum, together with the Foreign 
Office reply. ‘Tho writers complain that 
the suspense in regard to the ratification of 
the Convention, “coupled with the marked 
excision” of that portion of Sir Thomas 
Wade's report most nearly affecting thei, 
‘is caloulated to be prejudical to mer- 
cantile interests,” and beg publication may 
be no longer withheld, in order that people 
“may have an opportunity of judging the 
arguments which weighed with the British 
Minister, before a final decision is arrived 
at.”"—The reply does not go very far to 
meet this request. It merely says, “the 
observations of Sir Thomas Wade on trade 
will hereafter be presented to Parliament, 
together with any other papers which there 
may be upon the subject, when the Con- 
vention has been fully considered.” 

Tho Geographical Magazine gives some 
details about the recent explorations of 
Colonel Projevalsky and Captain Kuropat- 
kin, who ave both been travelling in 
Eastern Turkestan, The latter traveller 





reports that the Torek Pass, on tho rond 
between Russian territory and. Kashgar, is 
not so high as it was supposed to bo; and 
that it could be passed by an invading 
army with cannon, At Kashgar, Captain 
‘Kuropatkin was placed under arrest by Bog 
Kuli Beg, now the Ameer, and was only 
released under a promise of immediately 
leaving the country. This promise Captain 
‘Kouropatkin failed to keep, and went on to 
Aksu, and still further to the Bostan Nor. 
—Projevalsky, as we know, went toLob Nor, 
and a hundred miles or so beyond. Ho 
was back in Russian territory by Juno, but 
meant to start again for Thibet and Lhassa, 

We have the report for 1876 of the 
“Hospital for Chinese at the American 
Episcopal Mission, Shanghai.” ‘The balanco 
sheet shows an income from subseriptions 
of some $1,600, and an expendituro of about 
$50 less ; enabling the balance of $402 from 
tho previous year to be carried forward 
with a slight addition, The proportion of 
contributions was $801.00 from foreign- 
ers (not including the appropriation of 
‘Tis. 200.00 from the Municipal Council), 
and $384.00 from the Chineso (including 
$100.00 from the Taotai and $40.00 from 
the Che-hsien.) ‘The medical and surgical 
care of the patients (to quote the words of 
the Reetor’s report) during the year under 
review was given by Dr. Henderson, 
who has been tho efficient and invaluable 
Chief Surgeon of the hospital for so many 
years past,—and by Dr. Zacharice, who 
has also devoted much of his time to 
the treatment of cases brought here.” 
From the report of theso gentlemen, we 
learn that 16,036 patients were treated at 
the Hospital during 1876 ; among whomworo 
204 foreigners. ‘In connection with tho 
‘Hospital two Dispensaries havo been lately 
opencd in tho country, under the suporin- 
tendence of tho Rev. Woo Hoong Neok 
—at Kong-wan and San-ting-kur. Twelve 
cases requiring operation or special 
attention have been sent from those 
dispensaries to the Hospital during the 
year. At Kong-wan, Hoong Neok 
has vaccinated 200 native children.—It 
is greatly to be regretted that the M 
has as yet been able to do so little towards 
the improvement of the premises in which 
the work of the Hospital is carried on. 
‘The usefulness of the institution continues 
to be seriously rostricted by the condition 
of the building, which is only fitted for the 
reception of the poorest class of patients.” 

In contrast to the famine caused by 
drought in the Northern provinces, we have 
the distress caused by the summer floods 
in the South. In the Gazette of the 17th 
November, the Governor of Kwangtung 
reports the measures which have been 
taken to supply the deficiency caused in 
the rice crop and the sources from whenco 
funds have been drawn, As the provincial 
exchequer, in common apparently with 
most others in China, has no funds im- 
mediately available, it has borrowed Tis. 
100,000 from Shansi bankers, and an addi- 
tional Tis. 10,000 from some local fund, 
with which agents have been sent to Shang- 
hai and Chinkeang to purchase rice. It is 
requested that all lekin and Customs dues 
may be remitted on grain so purchased ; 
and, further, to encourage importation by 
private enterprise, licenses, each to import 
2,000 piculs likewise free of duty, are being 
issued to all traders who may come forward 
with substantial security. 
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In the same breath with these references 
to the drought in the North and floods in 
the South, we have the Governor of An- 
hwei memorialising (in the Gazette of the 
18th November) about the calamity with 
which the Central provinces have this year 
been visited. The energies of the pro- 
vincial authorities have there been directed 
to the extermination of the locusts which 
caused great destruction to the crops. The 
means taken have been either to drown 
out the larve in the reed-beds in which 
they make their appearance, or to dig pits 
into which the swarms are driven and burnt 
or buried. ‘Agencies have also been 
opened cn all sides, at which the locusts 
are bought when collected by the peas- 
antry, who bring them in by the peck and 
bushel.” From thousands to tens of 
thousands of catties have been thus deliv- 
ered; and “since August, according to 
the reports sent in from the various 
magistracies, the plague has been entirely 
eradicated, and the growing crops have 
suffered no substantial injury.” 

‘The Peking Gazette of the 19th Novem- 
ber brings to notice the curious custom 
which prohibits officials purchasing pro- 
perty within the limits of their district. 
‘A magistrate has been guilty of this 
enormity, in the province of Anhwei, and 
is handed up for a penalty accordingly.— 
‘The object of the prohibition, no doubt, is 
to prevent oppression which an official 
might otherwise bring to bear upon the 
owner of any property he wished to acquire. 

In the Peking Gazette of the 22nd 
November, the Governor of Shensi reports 
the mutiny and subsequent dispersion of 
a battalion of Szechuon irregulars who ap- 
pear to have been doing garrison duty in the 
former provinee.—They wore under orders 
to change their quarters, and had marched 
as far as King-yang, when suddenly “their 
ofiicers, headed by one Kiang Ming-chung, 
had the audacity to put pressure on the 
men, and induce them to force their way 
into the city, where they set to work 
to bum and pillage, and to slaughter 
the garrison and townspeople.” Having 
worked their will at this place, they seem 
to have marched on to Ma Kia Tai, where 
they “ otfered resistance to” —which seem- 
ingly means “defeated” —a Brigade- 
General ; but were eventually surrounded 
and induced to surrender, and two of their 
officers executed.—No motive whatever is 
assigned for this eccentric outbreak ; but 
an enquiry is ordered as to whether the 
officer in command of the battalion has 
been at all instrumental in causing it— 
Probably it isthe old tale; no pay, and 
the men helping themselves. 

‘The Gazette of the 23rd contains another 
memorial from the Governor of Shansi, 
anent the distress within his jurisdiction, 
and asking for further appropriations of 
grain for its relief. He commences by 
eulogising the simple-minded and well- 
disposed character of the population, whom 
he declares to stand highest in this respect 
of all throughout the Empire ; and goes on, 
with fulsome eulogy, to declare their virtues 
are “ the result of the outpouring of the gra- 
cious benevolence of the Sacred Rulers with 
which they have been laved.” Referring 
then to the appropriations which have been 














made, he goes on to show that the area of 
the famine-region is extending, and to drop 
a significant hint that even this long suffer- 
ing race may be driven into outbreak by 
despair if more help is not forthcoming. 
The officials who havo been sent to Peking 
to receive the Tis. 200,000 allotted by 
decree, were expected back in the beginning 
of December ; but “that sum will suffice 
for no more than the requirements of re- 
lief during the ensuing half month,” and 
the memorialist must confess to a feeling 
of great dread. Applications for relief 
pour in unceasingly from the various 
districts, and he has nothing to give ;” still, 
he cannot venture to leave them absolutely 
with all hope out off, lest the result be com- 
motion such as would on the one hand cause 
the peoples’ lives to be sacrificed, and on the 
other ill requite the Celestial bounty. He 
accordingly begs that a further appro- 
priation of 60,000 peculs of rice, from the 
prospective tribute of 1878, may be handed 
over to the Taotai Chu (the manager of the 
C.M.S.N. Co,) for the use of the sufferers. 

Inthe sameissue the Superintendentof the 
Imperial manufactory at Soochow enumer- 
ates the articles which he has been required 
to furnish for the use of the Palaco, during 
the past year. ‘The Peking people seem to 
find difficulty in appreciating the fluctu- 
ations in market valuo of silk, as we always 
find the complaint from both the Soochow 
and Hangchow manufactories, that the ap- 
propriations are made on an erroneous scale, 
This time, the Superintendent at Soochow 
“has made up the difference by a contri- 
bution from his own salary!” There is, 
however, still a considerable deficiency in 
the funds allotted, and he has nothing left, 
to buy 1,000 rolls of satin required by the 
Board of Revenue. 

‘The same Gazette contains important 
memorials, from the Censor Li Hung-mo 
and the Tutor of the Imperial Academy, 
regarding the condition of the Imperial 
clansmenat Peking. Debarred from earning 
their own livelihood, and condemned to 
exist on pittances which every year be- 
come more inadequate, as their numbers 
increaso, these men are evidently a nuisance 
to themselves and everybody about them. 
‘The first memorialist recalls a measure 
resorted to by Kiaking, who transplanted 
some seventy households to Moukden, 
and recommends that a similar step be 
now resorted to. ‘The second memorial 
urges the necessity of enlarging the pro- 
vision made for their education, and asks 
for an appropriation of a few thousand taels 
to be lent—i.e., we presume given—to 
impoverished members of the clan. 

In the course of a report upon the case 
of Lin Show-tu, who was lately removed 
from the Financial Commissionership of 
Shansi for decreasing the amount of re- 
mittances to Tso Tsung-tang, the Board of 
Revenue incidentally name the amount of 
the annual subsidies which the provincial 
governments are supposed to contribute 


towards the expenses of the army in 
the North-west. These form a total of 


Tis. 8,200,000, of which Tis. 7,000,000 
come under Tso's personal control, 
the remainder being allotted to various 
other commanders in the ficld. Natur- 
ally, however, in view of the troubles 


various provinces have gone through, ! last 





the nominal total has not been fully 
reached ; the amount actually sent forward 
having been only about Ts, 5,000,000, or 
rather less than a milion and a half sterling 
—not a heavy outlay’ for the maintenance 
of an army in the field. No wonder Tso is 
straitened in his resources, and has had to 
raise a loan. 

A Pero Correspondent éends us the 
following notes regarding the famine region 
in Shansi, which is uaid now to embrace a 
population of nearly ten millions, needing 
relief :-— 

“Yesterday I had. a conversation with a 
young tradesman just come from Fen-yang- 
hien, inthe midst of the swforing region. 
He states that large numbers of men and 
boys are leaving their homes, for other parts 
where are the means of living. Tho most 
of the fugitives go to Mongolia in the di- 
rection of Kalgan and Kwei-hwa-cheng. 
‘The wives and girls stay behind to starve. 
He says that many more women than men 
die of starvation. 

The dole of relief is fifteen cash for 
adults and twelve for obildren per diem, 
This is given at the villages by persons 
appointed by the officers. The prices of 
grain are now fixed by proclamation not to 
exceed 1,700 cash per tow of small millet 5 
1,500, of wheat ; and 800, of kau liang. 
These are the only two measures of relief 
employed by the Government, There are 
no public works for the employment of the 
starving people. 

Rich men subscribe to the amount of five 
or six hundred taels or less. Some Shansi 
merchants in Peking give as much as this 
sum, which is considered the height of liber- 
ality. Money subscribed by private persons 
in distributed by the respectableand influent 
ial residents in each city. ‘To facilitate dis- 
tribution, an office is opened in the cities, 
and the money is given by trustworthy 
persons, who go round the districts where 
suffering prevails and give to those who 
need. At the pawnshops, money is lent on 
the security of articles worth five times the 
amount of the loan. 

‘The dead are necessarily buried without 
coffins. When there are none to bury the 
dead, the bailiff of the village undertakes 
the duty. 

‘The Governor of the province of Shansi 
is well spoken of by the people. ‘The local 
magistrates are not thought much of in the 
part which my informant knows.” 

‘The weather at Peking is spoken of as 
pieroingly cold and miserable. ‘Tho forei 
residents seem to be much exercised at the 
non-arrival of various stores and supplies 
which have been an indefinite time on their 
way up from Tientsin. One letter, deted 
the 3rd December, says : “ there is a fatalit 
attending the things. A boatload left 
Tientsin three weeks ago, got frozen up, 
and up to now the contents have not 
reached us, in spite of our sending a man 
to bring them up. cleared out the 
godowns on his way up, and now his carts 
Fave broken down, ‘The unhappy pigeons 
are with the boat, and I am Dania the 
three weeks cold will have done for them. 
‘There are three casks of beer for me some- 
where, aie sesivel at cents a month 

go, and I suppose they are a paloeoc tic 
seo by this tine."—-Mr. Hillier was expoated 
to leave England on his return to China, 
on the 17th November. News of the pro- 
motions and changes consequent upon 
recent retirements and death vacancies in 
fhe Consular service were expested by the 
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Gaitoyial Selections. 


ATROCITIES IN SZECHUEN. 
Asour this time last year, we called 
attention to a cruel outrage which had 
been committed in the ‘Tung-biang dis- 
trict in Szechuen. The intolerable 
exactions of the local Magistrate goaded 
the* country people into resistance, 
whereupon the Magistrate reported an 
Siusurrection and asked that troops 
might be sent to quell it, A General 
named Li Yeo-héng was sent to the 
spot, and, according to his accusers, 
“massacred a number of unoffeuding 
porsons and carried off women and 
girls by way of booty ;” while the high 
provincial authorities, so far from doing 
justice in the matter, caused the arrest 
‘as a ringleader, of one Yiian Ting-kino 
who had gone to Peking to complain 
of the outrage. The Imperial decree 
which was issued in consequence of 
Yuan Ting-kiao’s statoment, ordered as 
@ matter of courso an enquiry to be 
held into these circumstances ; and, just 
as naturally, the report which was sent 
up by the acting Governor-General 
of Szechuen completely traversed the 
allegations made and exonerated the 
accused officials from blame. The case 
was, however, so glaring that a num- 
bor of Szechuen men serving as officials 
at Poking combined to claim a more 
trastworthy enquiry. ‘They succeeded 
in. malcing themselves heard; und a 
renewed order, bearing this time more 
evidence of intention, was seut to 
Changkiug to have tho case thoroughly 
investigated. Slowly and gradually, 
uring the past year, in such manner 
as best to screen themselves from blame, 
and with many expressions of astonish- 
meut at the iniquities they were 
detecting, the provincial officials have 
disclosed the tale of crime; aud we 
have now, in the Peking @azetto of the 
24th November, an Imperial decree 
closing the caso and awarding various 
pains and penalties to the chief cul- 
prits concerned. The result seems 
to fally confirm the original state. 
ment of Yiian Ting-kiao, and to con- 
vict the Magistrate of the district 
in which the disturbances took place, 
of misconduct such that it is difficult 
to conceive a fitting punishment. What- 
ever may have been the original merits 
of the case, which the officials of course 
try to make black against the popular 
champion, it is admitted that this 
Magistrate increased the amount of 
“oxtra taxation” which had been de- 
manded by his predecessors, and, when 
the people began to assemble in hostile 
protest, made application for troops, 
declaring that the safety of the district 
city was in danger. Tho Imporial 
decree itself shall tell the rest of the 
tale. ‘ These steps added fuel to the 
fire of Yiian Ting-kino’s agitation ; and 
although the troops sent forward under 
the command of General Li Yeo-héng 
remained at the outsot in a stationary 
attitude, the Magistrate opened a 
yeoruiting office for a force of 





irregulars, aud set measures ou foot for 
the lovy of a lekin tax on grain. This 
led to the recruiting office being 
attacked and pillaged, and to an 
[alleged] assault by Yiian Ting-kiao 
and his followers upon the encampment 
of the military. The peasantry, after 
this, fearing that the troops would 
attack them relentlessly, shut them- 
selves up in their fortified posts ; 
and the soldiery on the other hand, 
believing that the country-folk were 
bent on resistance, made a vigorous 
attack npon them with.tha resnlé that 
several hundreds were slaughtered.” 
It would be difficult to exhibit a more 
complete verification of Yiian Ting- 
kiao’s original complaints; and their 
justice is acknowledged, not only 
in this summary of the proceedings, 
but by the punishments which are 
awarded to the chief actors in the 
drama. Tho district Magistrate who 
excited the whole trouble is stripped of 
his rank and banished to the military 
post roads to expiate his offence. The 
two officers who were in active com- 
mand of the troops are cashiered and 
banished, one to Sungaria the other 
into servitude on the military post 
roads; while their superior, General 
Li Yeo-héng, is also cashiered for the 
stereotyped (Chinese) offence of failing 
to keep his subordinates under proper 
discipline. Even the predecessor in 
office of the delinquent Magistrate is 
cashiered, for having “failed in the 
duty of putting an end to the exactions 
introdneed by '$s.predocessors in office, 
which encouraged the outbreak of Yiian 
Ting-kiao.” So that the movement 
was justified by antecedent squeezes as 
well as by the new exactions threatened. 
Bat though the general misconduct 
bas been so glaring that the Goveru- 
ment has been driven thus to deal out 
penalties with no sparing hand, offcial- 
ism could not forego a connter-stroke. 
Yiian Ting-kiao, the Hampden of the 
affair, is declared to be “a noted 
trickster, who bad sought to make the 
official readjustment of taxes an excuse 
for levying fands for his own benefit,” 
and “for his manifold offences in fo- 
meuting disturbance, beading attacks 
upon the authorities of Government, 
&e., is sentenced to be summarily 
beheaded !"—Thus, then, stands the 
case. A whole population goaded into 
insurrection by illegal exactions, and 
massacred because they dared to resist. 
Several officials cashiered and ordered to 
be banished for these misdeeds ; and 
the man ‘who: bad the pluck to head the 
protest against them, executed “ to 
encourage the rest.” 





INPANTICIDE IN CHINA. 
‘Tae exteut to which infanticide is 
carried iu China hes been the subject 
of much discussion, and has been 
referred to more than once in our own 
colamns. The prevalence of the crime 
bas been set down at a minimum or 
affirmed at a maximum, according 





enquirer bas resided, Dr. Williams 
seems—or did so when he wrote his 
elaborate work—inclined to think the 
reputation of the whole country has 
suffered from the misdeeds of certain 
provinces. But although the extent 
to which the practice is carried varies, 
no doubt, according to locality and to 
the character ond means of the popula- 
tion, there is xo reasonable doubt that 
it provails through the whole Empire, 
Tho fact is not denied by the Chinese 
themselves, nor does it seem to bo 
at all regarded with the horror which 
it excites in the mind of a foreigner. 
Mr. Abeel mentions having, some years 
ago, visited e small village on Amoy 
island, where, the whole population 
being assembled, he asked publicly: 
What number of female infants in tho 
village was destroyed at birth? Tho 
reply was: More than half; ands there 
was no discussion or-denial among the 
people, the statement could not but 
‘v0 accepted. ‘There seoms little doubt, 
however, that tho Fobkion province 
enjoys an unenviable pre-eminence in 
respect of this crime; however much 
it may exist in other portions of the 
Empire. Wo have had the testimony of 
travellers that, in Szechuen, even rich 
men confess to killing any fomalo 
children over a certain number, who 
may be born to them; and it is cortain 
that on the opposite side of the Empire 
—in Chekeang—fomale infanticide ie 
often practised among the poorer popu» 
lation of the hilly districts. Wo remem. 
ber publishing, somo four years ago, a 
stirriug proclamation by the provincial 
Treasurer of Hupeb, condemning tho 
crime; and wo print elsewhere an 
earnest appenl from the Prefect of 
Foochow, to the pecple under his 
charge, to conse a practice as un- 
necessary as it is crnel, and to hand 
over to the foundling hospitals os 
tablished for the purpose, childron 
whom they cannot or will not afford to 
rear. These, and similar utterances 
which are put forth from time to time 
by the officials, show that public opinion 
condemns the practice, though the law 
oes not interfere to stop it. Indecd, in 
a country whore the administration of 
the law is so imperfect, the underlings 
of the Courts are so corrupt, and 
the arm of the executive is so fecblo, 
as in China, it is unlikely that it 
could be effectually repressed even if 
the attempt were made. Infanticide 
is difficult to detect and prove, in 
countries where the arm of tho law is 
more far-reaching than in China. 
There are, no doubt, two leading 
motives for the crime. 1°, in the cago 
of poor. people, inability or reluctance 
to incur the cost of maintaining the 
child ; 2°, in the caso of those better 
off, the great cost which Oriental nations 
seem agreed in considering essential 
to the marriage ceremony. The Greeks 
used to kill sickly or imperfectly 
formed children. Among the Norse, 
the cbild’s life seems to have deponded 
on the whim of the father, Tt hung 


probably to the locality in which the in the balanoo until he banded it to 


Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission. 





550 


The AC. Healy and S. C. & C. Gasette. Deo. 13, 1877. 





the nurse to-be-reared+; if, on account 
of its being weakly, or a daughter, he 
disapproved of its living, it was exposed 
to.dio by wild beasts or the weather. 
Child tourder prevails to a great 
extent in the South Sea islands. 
Bat the motive for infanticide in all 
‘these cases was different from that 
provailing in the East; in the one case 
it.was the idea that only hardy and use- 
fal children were fit to live; and in 
the other it seems often to be mere 
whim or indolence on the part of the 
mother, In Obine it is generally, as 
we have.said, either poverty or appre- 
hension of the marriage outlay. ‘The 
Practice of destroying children, espe- 
cially females, prevailed frightfully in 
India till it was checked by the strong 
hand of British rule. The Rajpoots, 
it is aid, used to destroy all female 
children'but the first-born—a custom 
duo to its being a point of honour with 
a Rajpoot to nearly ruin himself on 
the marriage feast and portion of his 
daughter. So that thousands of lives 
were sacrificed annually in deference 
to this habit of social extravagance. 
Modern civilisation holds for ono of its 
maxims that human life, from its first to 
its last hour, is sacred; and whoever 
wilfally puts an end to it isa mur- 
@erer, Chinese civilisation, as we Lave 
shown, has not yet reached to this 
stage; but the glimmering of a higher 
morality than finds place in popular 
practice, is to be found in the pro- 
clomations which are issued from time 
to time by officials and literati con, 


ear to hava ‘been doit gitrjaoa Baby p> oe poselves, as to.ctly silhitves of the 
Boa 


dombing infantiende, sue 4a tie prey 
sion of foundling hospitals as a practical 
preventative. 








‘THE WOOSUNG ROADWAY. 


Coxuna immediately after the Vicoroy’s 
lotter denying the right of foreigners 
to make roads around their Settle- 
monts and instructing the Taotai to 
hinder the parchase of avy more land 
for such  purpose—the hint given to 
the Council that it would be permitted 
to buy the line of the Woosung Rail- 
way, is romerkable. We mentioned, 
jas “week, a report that the officials 
wished the country-people to buy back 
their land for the same price at which 
they had sold it; and we had little 
difficulty in believing this,as the proposal 
was just such @ specious one as would 
commend itself to the mandarin mind. 
‘What could be fairer?—“ You give 
ns back the money you received, and 
we give you back your land; so you 
will be exactly as you were before the 
barbarians introduced their accursed 
innovation.” —Tbe country-people, how- 
ever,eresnidto hayeshown astrange un- 
willingness to be replaced in the posi 
tion from which they bad been dis- 
tarbed. They preferred holding on to 
their profit and to the double acreago 
it had in many cases euabled them to 
acquire, to buying back at double their 
value the small plots with which they 
had parted—with the farther prospect 
of having toclear away, at mach expense, 








the stone ballast with which the land 
is now covered. The authorities fonnd 
themselves, therefore, with something 
like © white elephant. The land un- 
hoppily could not be taken up and 
shipped to Formosa, also; or doubtless 
this would have been done, and tho 
last trace of the innovation banished 
from Celestial soil. They could hardly 
cultivate the soil themselves; and the 
spectacle of this long stretch of aban- 
doned road ranning through the country 
would be just a trifle ridiculous, The 
alternative of maintaining it as a road 
for wheelbarrows and pedestrians, even 
though the Classies forbad that people 
should travel along it more quickly and 
cheaply, seems an obvions one. But 
why offer it to the Municipal Council ? 
Why not undertake themselves so 
very obvious a function of Government 
as the maintenance of a thoroughfare 
betwoen the country and the town? Is 
the prospect of the annual expense de- 
terrent; or is the official maintenance 
of a good country road too dangerous 
@ precedent? Do the district officials 
think it clever diplomacy to transfer 
the cost on to the shoulders of the 
foreign municipality ; or are they afraid 
that the people of Soonkiang might 
demand the same privilege of good 
communication which they saw being 
enjoyed by their brethren at Woosung ? 
—Or is it that the Viceroy thinks he 
has gone a little too far, and is willing 
to: offer a sop to Cerberus, in the 
shape of the dismantled road ? 

‘These reflections naturally suggest 








i pm oe 3 
verj’Gurions proposal which bas been 
indirectly made, And nearly as many 
considerations surround the question, 
what answer should be returned? 
In tho first place, it is undoubtedly 
poyond the functions of the Council 
to keop up a line of communication 
between Shanghai and an outlying 
township. For purposes of “pleasure,” 
as the Viceroy puts it, tho extension of 
the Yangtsze-poo road to Woosung 
would be preferable; and the accept- 
ance of the new charge would in- 
volve not only a heavy outlay at 
the beginning, but » considerable ad- 
dition to“the yearly cost of main. 
taining the alrendy large extent of 
roadway with which our Budget is 
charged, We have no opportunity, 
here, of making the roads themselves 
or the adjacent land bear—through 
the medium of turnpikes or local rates 
—the cost of maintenance, as is done 
at home. Everything has to be paid 
out of rates levied within the precincts 
of the Settlement; aud, with the ex- 
ception of -the four miles between 
the Ningpo Joss-House and the French 
College at Sikaway, the privilege is 
confined to the North of the Yang-king- 
pang. Of course, good communications 
tend toincreasethe prosperity of a place; 
aud foreigners as well as Chinese are 
interested in promoting the prosperity 
of Shanghai; but there is a limit to 
the outlay which they can reasonably 
afford upon outside roads, and it is a 





question for the Ratepayers to consider 
whether that limit would be exceeded 
in buying from the Chinese local govern- 
meut a roadway which it-is clearly the 
duty of the Native officials to maintain. 
If we suppose the English Government 
taking. up the rails of the London, 
Chatham and Dover railway, for trans- 
portation to the Isle of Man, and then 
offering to uell the Iand to the French 
residents in London in case they. wodld 
like to maintain it for purposes of car- 
ringo traffic to Dover, wecan best appreci- 
atetho “situation.” But then we aro not 
in England; and as, we presume, the 
Chinese are not likely to perform in 
this case a duty which they.so babit- 
ually neglect elsewhere, the question 
seems to be whether they should be 
left alone with their land; or whether 
tho advantages of the road to the Mu- 
nicipality would be such as to make it 
worth whilo to secure it ? 














REVIEW, 
‘The Classical Literature of 


‘We had occasion to notice, a few months 
ago,* the very marked change which istaking 
place in the Missionary mind with’ regard 
to the Heathen philosophers and teachers, 
There was a time, as we all remember, 
when it was the fashion to condemn to in- 
discriminate perdition, Plato, Confucius, 
Zoroaster, Sakyamouni and Mohammed, 
The toleration which we find in Dante. was 
not shown by Protestant Preachers. In 
the 4th Canto of the Inferno wo aro intro- 
duced to a hemisphere of light amidst the 
daruiieady Wits, in 8 TOLLE castle, the-most 
distinguished of the Heathen statesmen, 
sages, and warriors are found; but this 
doctrine was far too lenient and compre- 
hensive for the Puritans, and the only 
possible fate for non-Christian benefactors 
of mankind was the fire and the worm. 
‘This view is rapidly dying out; and it is 
pleasant to meet with proofs that thé 
merits of tho great Classical writers of 
China are being amply allowed, and their 
place in the education of the world frankly 
recognized, in religious periodicals. We 
have read with considerable interest and 
pleasure a paper by Mr, R, H. Maclay, on 
the “ Classical Literature of the Chineso,” 
which bears out this view and breathes 
this improved spirit. ‘The article is con- 
tained in the Methodist Quarterly Review, 
a journal of high repute amongst tbo 
Wesloyans, published in Now York. 

The following passage is in very markod 
contrast to the articles on Chinese Philo- 
sophy in the old “ Repository 

“The immense love of the philosophers 
“for humanity dominated over. all their 
other sentiments, and has made of their 
‘ philosophy a system of cocial perfection- 
ating which haa never been equalled. It 
‘sets forth the higher and more extensive 
“principles of moral science which come 
“into use in the conduct of government, 
“Its objectis to illustrate illustrious virtue, 
“to love the people, and to rest in tho 
“highest excellence." The method reaches 
«from the cultivation of the Person to the 
“tranquilization of the Empire ; and the 
“intermediate series involves vest 
“‘igation of things, the completion of 
Tsee North China Daily News, July Met, W877. 
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«knowledge, the sincerity of the thoughts,- 
‘the rectifying of the heart, the cultiva- 
tion of the person, the regulation of the 
“family and the government of the state, 
‘culminating in the Empire tranquilized.”” 
Or to take another passage :— 

“The good that has been wrought by 
“these writings is almost incredible ; and 
“when we consider that they were in those 
“ancient times intrnsted to silk and tablets 
“of wood, bamboo, and stone, and that they 
“were so miraculously preserved from de- 
“struction during the long reign of the in- 
« fariated Emperor Chin Shih flwang, who 
“issued the proclamation for the burning 
of tho books and the destruction of the 
“iterati, in 212 B.O., we are constrained 
“to believe that a designing Providence 
“alone permitted them to be transmitted 
‘to posterity unimpaired. . They have been 
“cherished by the Emperors, the National 
“historiographers, and the Imperial music 
‘masters They have promoted the e2use 
“of good government and virtue; they 
« give us faithful pictures of the politics of 
“the country, and the social habits of the 
“people, and, above all, they have exerted 
«q wondrous influence for good through- 
“out the masses of the Empire.” 

‘Now we are not prepared to contradict 
this; but when writing for a home 
periodical, and for readers almost wholly 
ignorant of Chineso affairs, Mr. Maclay 
would have done wisely to have appended 
@ few observations ‘to the effect that, in 
spito ef these high-sounding humanitarian 
phrases in the Olassics, the practice of the 
natives of China is corrupt. After all, a 
system must be judged by its fruits ; and 
the lofty teachings of Confucius and Men- 
cius have supplied mottoes for countless 
‘essays on political purity, morality, justice, 
and virtue; but they have not made the 
magistrates honest, or elevated the people 
from superstitious practices of a degrading 
cbaractor, 

‘The danger now seems to be that the 
students of the Classics will begin to find 
too much in them. For years they were 
stigmatized as the caiise of Chinese 
stagnation, and as the insurmountable bar- 
rior which blocked the road of Progress ; 
and we must not all at once change the 
note, and belaud the sacred books with a 
praise as undeserved as was the censure 
which we first. bestowed on them. It is 
equally untrue to say that Confucius wrote 
sentences of unsurpassed wisdom, as that 
he was a pernicious propagator of error, 
whose writings and whose body alike de- 
serve to be burned. Just at this moment, 
critics seem disposed to run from the 
extreme of reviling to the extreme of 
encomium. And though there is very much 
to praise in the tono and temper of Mr. 
Maclay’s paper, there may be a risk if 
his statements, all sufficiently true in them- 
selves, aro extended ever so little further. 
It would be unfortunate if, a sécond time, 
‘Europe were to be seized with a blind ad- 
miration for Chinese Philosophy and 
Chinese Government. We know why it 
pleased Voltaire to describe China and the 
Chinese in impossible and glowing colours. 
The Jesuit Missionaries supplied him with 
a fow facts, and he quickly reared a brilliant 
superstructure on the slender foundation. 
For years the writings of Confucius have 
been underrated by the Christian evangel- 
izers. Now there is a reaction, and they 
must be careful not to praise too highly the 
“Throneless King” and the two illustrious 








men, who, if they could revisit their native 
land and see its present condition, would 
probably blot many sentences in their 
works. 





Outports, 





PEEING. 
‘The Shansi Famine Appeal Committee at 
Peking has been appointed a working com- 
mittee to correspond with other bodies, 
having in view the relief of the distressed in 
Shansi, We hear from the region round 
Chichew, in South Chihli, that the distress 
is already great—very great throughout the 
entire region, in consequence of the failure 
of crops. One correspondent, who has 
lately returned from an encouraging mi 
sionary tour, writes as follows 
region is usually very fruitful, and villages 
are thick and thickly peopled over 
whole district. Already, within a month 
of what should have been harvest, the 
houses are half empty; well-to-do families 
having good houses and good clothes, have 
already nothing to eat, save weeds and 
leaves mixed with the ‘scanty produce of 
their fields, stalks, leaves and head, all 
ground together to form a kind of meal 
capable of being made into cakes. The 
poorer class have nothing but leaves and 
weeds. Numbers of houses have been 
pulled down to sell the roof, walls and 
timbers. The animals are all sold ; clothes 
and furniture in many cases pawned for the 
most trifling sums, and many famil 
herding in borrowed hovels, from which 
the cows have been sold ; their own houses 
having been already unroofed and the pro- 
ceeds eaten. Many houses have already 
some inmates dead of hunger. I personally 
entered 120 houses in six or seven villages. 
The scenes were heart-rending, yet borne 
with a patient cheerfulness that fairly as- 
tonished me. One thing is certain, viz., 
that during the forthcoming winter, despite 
the efforts that may be made, many 
thousands must die in South Chili. In- 
deed, I fear that six figures will not record 
the loss, even should next year prove more 
fruitful. Vast tracts are unsown.” I ob- 
serve in arecent Gazette, tho idea mooted 
of the distressed migrating to Shensi and 
Kansuh, where large tracts of country lie 
waste, the result of the late depopwlatin; 
wars. This, if carried into execution, an 
Government relief extended to the colonists 
for the winter, would prove a great blessin; 
to overpopulated Shansi. . 
‘The Committee of the Anti-Opium Asso- 
ciation here has held another meeting and 
passed resolutions, chief among which are 
the renting of a large house to be used as 
an opium refuge, where smokers by paying 
their food and ‘with the surety of some 
shop, will be taken in hand. At present 
the Society aims at admitting 10 or 20 per 
month, and it is expected many will apply 
for medicine to relieve the habit, to be 
taken at home. The medicine, itis pur- 
posed to give free. The various mission 
converts have agreed to subscribe about 
Tis. 5 monthly, over and above their other 
church collections, to defray the rent of 
such a building.” The fitting up of the 
refuge will cost 10 or 12 taels a chien or 
an average cost overhead about a third of 
dollar per month for rent. A month’s rent 
is paid in advance, according to the custom 
here. They hope to receive some assistance 
from a few foreigners at the capital, and 
once the institution is started and flourish- 
ing, they hope to get assistance from patrio- 
tic and wealthy Chinese, ‘They propose to 
reply to the address of the London Society, 
and they purpose also to address the En- 
voy, besides issuing placards and handbills 
in Beking. At present a man is to be seen 
on the street selling sheets and 
preaching to the people, calling upon them 
to renounce the habit and detailing the ills 











‘that flow from it, and ascribing much of the 
evil to the neglect of parents to train up 
their children properly. Two recipes are 
added, consisting of native medicines to 
enable tho people to overcome the habit. 
Ho sells several hundred of these sheets 
daily for }d., and is always surrounded by 

e crowds. ; 

‘on days ago there was alight fall of 
snow and rain, which has cheered the hearts 
of the people,’ They long for more. We 
have had a succession of dull days, threat- 
ening snow, but none hes fallen. It is to 
be hoped that this slight fall has extended to 
remoter and more necessitous regions, and 
that during the coming winter more snow 
than usval may fall. Much wheat remains 
yet. to be sown, partly from want of seed 
and partly owing to the fear of tho little 
there is being lost by sowing. 

25th Nov. 








NINGPO. 
‘The Little Church connected with the 
Church Missionary Society in Ningpo, 
towards the erection of which the Shang 
community have kindly contributed on dif- 
ferent occasions, was opened last Friday, 
30th November, Adiaission was by tickets, 
which were given to the foreign heads 
of the various Missionary bodies repre- 
sented in Ningpo, and was almost exclusively 
confined to full’ Church members, so that 
an interested adult audienco was secured. 
The Church measures fifty feet by Lem 
fest, and will comfortably seat two hundre 
persons, Small Gothic windows, a porch, 
and pretty iron railings in front, with 
judicious admixture of red bricks within 
‘and without, give the little structure an at- 
tractive appearaace. ‘The pulpit,” readin 
desk, communion table and chairs aro al 
complete, and a small stone font_ stands in 
front of the communion rails. ‘The whole 
cost, including a bell, originally one of the 
pec! intended for the Shanghai Cathedral, 
uniortunately not yet hung, is a little over 
$3,000. ‘The only want is’ a harmonium, 
which we hope to have supplied in time 
and for the present a good one is available 
as a loan. i 
‘Tho service on Friday, of courso entirely 
in Chinese, consisted of a short service 
lately compiled by the Bishop for such 
occasions, usual morning prayers, with the 
introduction of special collects for the Day 
of Intercession, and a sermon, Tho in 
troductory service was read by the Bisho) 
morning prayers by the Rev. #. F. Gough ; 
the lessons by two of the Native clergy, 
and the sermon was preached by the Bishop, 
The various Missions were well represented 
by foreign as well as native friends, who 
helped to make the singing hearty and 
harmonious. ‘The Venite and Jubilate 
were fairly well sung ; as were translations 
of the hymns, “Jesus shall reign,” “ Hail 
to the Lord's Anointed,” ani 
engrave it on my heart.”” 
@ sermon, on, “To me who am less 
than the least of all Saints is this grace 
iven, that I might preach among the 
tiles the unsearchable riches of Christ,”” 
was listened to with marked attention, and 
closed a most interesting service ; and we 
hope struck the key-note toa tong succes 
sion of faithful discourses to be lelivered 
by Foreign and Native preachers, in the 
at present nameless church situated at the 
Northern extremity of the city of Ningpo. 
6th December. 

















FOOCHOW. 

‘The Herald understands that some of the 
European engineers on ‘board the Alpha 
detical gunboats at Mamoi Arsenal have 
resigned. For some time past they have 
been dissatisfied with their position under 
Chinese officers, by whom it is stated they 
have been treated in a supercilious and in- 
considerate manner.—Two gentlemen in the 
employ of the Netherlands Indian Govern- 





ment arrived in the Foreign Settlement a 
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few days ago from Amoy, having travelled 
ovesland od Yen-ping, ‘They describe the 
route as extremely picturesque, and speak 
in high terms of the friendly behaviour of 
tho country people, ‘Tho journey ‘occu- 
pied about three wesks, including several 
Getentions on the way, and was accom- 
ished in great part by’ means of boat.— 
‘a the early morning of Sunday (the 2nd 
December), an extensive fire broke out in 
the south-eastern suburb, in the quarter 
immediately facing the river. About two 
hundred houses were burnt. ‘Th fire is 
supposed to have originated in one of the 
numerous gumbling houses ofthe neighbor. 
hood; but this is more rumour. Barely 
twelve months have elapsed since the 
same quarter was destroyed by fire, so 
that “this fresh disastor, after ’ the 
intervening floods in June last, must be 
severely felt by tho poorer inhabitants 
of the district—Tho Herald says the 
programme for the appronching race 
meeting is the most attractive ever 
issued, and keen competition may be ex- 
ected. Owning to the prevailing un- 
Fevourable weather, training is rather back- 
ward, but owners have yet a clear month 
before thei,—so that, if the clerk of the 
weather relents, there will be ample time 
for preparation, and despite envious slug- 
gards, pleasant morning canters.—Extra- 
Ordinary as the weather may be in other 





parts of the world, the Herald says there is | & 


no doubt that the current autumnal season 
in Foochow has been, and continues to be, 
altogether exceptional. Instead of | the 
bright azure sky and iceon, bracing air by 
which old Foochow residents were accus- 
“tomed to identify this particular period of 
the year, we have been called upon 
to undergo an early edition of sodden, 
dank weather, thoroughly characteristic 
of tho fresheb season with which most 
residents are so unpleasantly familiar.— 
‘The opening theatrical performance of the 
season, which was unavoidably postponed 
owing to the iliness of several leading 
mombers of the A. D. ©., is now likely to 
take place before the end of the current 
year,—Thocourier service between Foochow 
and Amoy ceased on the 30th ultimo, but 
will, in all probability, be resumed next 
May. For the ensuing four or five months 
residents will consequently be dependent 
onthe regular const steamers for telographic 
advices from Europe.—H. M. 8. Moorhen, 
undercommand of Lieut.-CommanderCarey, 
arrived from Amoy on the 20th ultimo, 
and will remain on the station for a short 
period. 

A noteworthy incident in connection 
with the popular native superstition 
anent leprosy occurred in the southern 
suburb a few days ago. One of the 
inhabitants having died of the fearful 
malady, the neighbours blocked up the road 
Jest the remains of the deceased should 
‘be carried past their habitations. On in- 
quiring into the causo of this unusual pro- 
ceeding, the Herald's informant ascertained 
‘the existence of a wide-spread belief that the 
gorms of this disease, collected in the coffin, 
are attracted by smoke or soot, and that 
consequently it is dangerous to permit the 
corpse of a leper to pass human dwellings. 

‘Tho Market Report of the 7th December 
says there had been little business done 
during the previous week. Settlements 
of Congou were 3,718 chests at Tis. 6} a 
13 (short.) ‘There was no noticeable change 
in quotations. 

'reight.—By steamer, per ton of 40 cubie 
feet, to London, £3. ‘On the berth.—For 
London, nil ; for Australia, nil. Expected, 
—For London, steamers Glentyon, Sarpedon, 
and Orestes ; for Australia, nil. 





Moy. 


There is little stirring at this port, and I 
have no news of any importance to com- 
municate. On November 14th, at the British 





Consulate, a case was heard, “Customs v. 
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Master of the Leon Créspo.” The pith of 
the maiter is that the captain of that vessel 
hd engaged an unlicensed pilot, for which 
he was mulcted in the penalty of one hun- 
dred dollars. “He afterwards applied to the 
Consul for a copy of the proceedings of the 
Court, which the Consul declined to supply 
him with—On the 17th November, a case 
was heard, which was a claim for $75 made 
by Mr. J. 4), Anderson, public tea inspector, 
against Messrs, Wardlow and Bruco (Tait 
and Oo.) ‘The claim was for a return of 
freight on 200 tons of tea shipped per 
steamer Zeviet. The sum had been paid 
by Messrs. Adamson, Bell and Co,, as 
general agents of the ‘Teviot, to the defend- 
ants on plaintifi’s account.’ A verdict was 
given for the defendants, but the costs of 
the suit were to be borne by them,—Daily 
Press. 
26th Nov, 





HONGKONG, 


St. Andrew's day was celebrated in 
Hongkong by a Ball which appears to have 
one off very successfully. ‘The Band of 

Ms ‘26th Regiment was in attendance, 
and dancing was kept up until past 2, it 
being observed by many that tho general 
satisfaction became apparent from the 
manner in which the ladies sustained the 
aiety and continued it with one consent 
into the small hours, ‘The arrangements 
(says, the Mail) were overything that 
could be wished, and the general success 
of the entertainment is a credit to all 
who had chargo of them.— The Mail 
regrets to have to record another accident 
in tho engino department of a vessel. 
About 1 a.m. on the 30th Nov., when 
HLMLS. Swinger was about 80 or $0 miles 
distant from the Harbour, an explosion took 
place in the ash-pits, sovorely burning four 
men, One of the men, Richard Collins, 
has ‘since died, ‘Tho ’ other men who 
were injured are Mr. Price (the As- 
sistent Engineer), Thomas Shepherd (first- 
class stoker), and Amow (a Chinese fire 
man), tho injuries of the latter heing very 
slight. ‘The other two aro under treat~ 
ment at the Naval Hospital, and we are glad 
to learn that their injuries are not likely to 
prove fatal. No causo can be assigned 
for tho accident; the vessel was going 
‘along steadily at the time, and the 
fires were burning clear, the doors of 
the furnaces being closed.’ ‘The platform 
of the ongine-room and bath-rooms, d&c., 
in the immediate neighbourhood, ’ were 
covered with a black dust. The man who 
succumbed, in the confusion which followed 
immediately aftor the report ran to the 
engines, and endeavoured to stop them, 
and he thus got smothered with the burn- 
ing dust, while he was at the same time 
badly burnt from head to foot. He was 
sensible for some timo after the accident, 
but breathed his last the next morning. * A 
survey has been held on board the vessel, but 
the surveyors could arrive at nothing’ de- 
finite regarding the cause of the accident. 
The general belief is that there must have 
been some explosive amongst the coal.— 
Ten Europeans (among whom Mr. A. F. 
Chambers) and twenty-four Chinese ‘pri- 
soners have been pardoned by the Ciovernor 
for good conduct, in attending on the 
sufferers by the Yesso explosion.—The 
Amateur Concert in aid of the Indian 
Famine Relief Fund has realized, after 
paying all expenses, the handsome sum 
of $448.16.—A new steamer has- been 
Inunched at the osmopolitan Dooks. Sho 
is a vessel of about 350 tons burthen. 
Her dimensions are—length over all 165 
feet, length between perpendiculars 150fee!, 
extreme breadth 22 feet 6 inches, and depth 
of hold 10 feet, The Kieng-chow has been 
built by Messre. Spratt & Co. to the order 
of Mr. Kwok A-cheong, and is intended to 
ran between Hongkong, Hoihow and Hai- 
phong. She is to be engined with a pair 





of compound inverted direct-action engines | 


0 


of 45 H.P. nominal, designed by Mr. 
Poesy, soloures: of ibe Wert” Poat 
omndry, and ise to be'-ra 
for sca“in about two months.—The Mad 
understands that Mr. Kwok A-cheon; 
is to become the purchaser of the P. 
©. 8. 8. Bombay ; the purchaso-money is 
said to be $30,000. she will be fitted 
with new boilers by the West Point 
Foundry and have a thorough overhauling. 
—HLE, the Hoppo of Canton and suite have 
arrived from Swatow. The native gunboats 
‘were dressed. with flags on the ocusion,— 
A new club, to be called the ‘Kowloon 
Club,” has been opened at Kowloon. The 
building is a most substantial one of stone, 
is capitally fitted up, and commands fing 
views of tho harbour and Hongkong. Its 
accommodetion includes » reading’ room, 
sitting room, billiard room, snd refreah- 
ment bar downstairs, with two or three 
bed-rooms and a dining-room upstairs, 
There is aleo a specious, detached bowlin 
alley.—The Snestag, race of the Yacht ‘lub 
has been won by the Naiad. 

‘Mr. Hennessy, wo see, has suecoeded in 
offending another section of his subjects; the 
Mail understands that all the members of 
the Board of Examiners for passing Students 
in Chinese have forwarded their resignation. 
to him, in consequence of his remarks in 
Council referring to thoir past abonrs.— 
The British oat Swinger, Lieutenant- 
Commander O, Tudor, arrived on the 30th, 
from Manila, and reports having experienced 
yory heary Weather -On theevenng of the 
29th, a thanksgiving dinner was given on 
board the American ship Sumatra, Captain 
Clough, by the Amorican shipmasters in 
the harbour. The Press says a most enjoy- 
ble evening was spent, and the party brokt 
up about eleven o'dlock, ‘The. American 
Consul was present, and presided at the 
head of the table. 











Peking Gazettes, 





ABSTRACT OF PEKING GAZETTES, 

Nov. 17th,—Tho Governor-General and 
Governor of Kwangtung report that, in 
consequence of the great rise in the price 
of rice at Canton, owing to the floods of the 
past. spring and ‘summer, they have mado 
appropriations of public funds forthe pur. 
chase “of supplies to be inoued at reduced 
rates, and they solicit sanction to the 
exemption of the shipments from tho pay- 
ment of Customs’ duty and lekin, Having 
received the Imperial commands enjoining 
upon them that relief is to be afforded to 
the sufferers by tho bursting of the river 
embankments and consequent inundations, 
they have communicated in the first instance 
with the Governor of Kwangsi, requesting 
that the lekin tax be remitted upon rice 
coming eastwards, and they have talon 
steps, likewise, to prohibit the artificial 
enhancement of the scarcity by the action 
of speculators ; beside which they have 
called upon the population generally to 
put such stores as are. laid “up in. Local 
Franaties upon tho market. ‘Tinally, ‘an 
the provincial exchequer has no funds im- 
mediately available, a sum of Tis. 100,000 
has been’raised by loan from the Shansi 
(or European?) bankers—Si-shang—and 
an additional amount of Tis. 10,000 has 
been borrowed from tho local granary 
funds, provided with which, official agents 
have been sent to Shanghai and Chinkiang 
to make purchases of rico for shipment to 
Canton. It is requested, in conformity 
with the precedent already set, as the 
memorialists learn through the Gazette, in 
the cise of Fuhkien under similar circum- 
stances, that ail payments of Customs’ 
duty and lekin may bo remitted upon the 
cargoes thus to be forwarded to Canton for 
issue to the population at reduced rates. — 
Sanctioned by reseript. 





Nov. 18th.—(1) ‘The Governor-General 
and Governor of Kwangtung report that, 
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in order to encourage the importation of 
grain at Canton by private enterprise, the 
provincial ent has arranged for the 
issue of licenses to all traders who may 
come forward with security given on 
their behalf by substantial concerns, each 
Ticense being made out for the amount of 
2,000 piculs of rico, on importation of 
which, between the 7th October, 1877, 
and the 2nd January, 1878 (being the 
9th to the 1ith moon current), it is pro- 
poted, with Imperial sanction, to. grant 
exemption from all Customs’ duty and lekin 
tax payments. It is forbidden, at the same 
time, to make use of theso licenses by way 
of cover to the smuggling in of other de- 


scriptions of merchandize.—Rescript: It 
is noted. 
2) The Governor of Nganhwei memo- 


ializes that, in addition to the scarcity 
‘occasioned in thatprovincethrough drought, 
great destruction to such crops as had come 
forward had been caused by flights of 
locusts, The various district authorities, 
‘aided by the military, have done all in their 
‘ower to exterminate the insects, either by 
Rrowning out the larve in the reedbeds in 
which they make their appearance, or by 
causing pits to be dug, into which the 
swarms are driven and burnt or buried. 

encies have also been opened on all 
sides at which the locusts are bought in 
when collected by the peasantry, who 
bring them in by the peck and bushel. 
In various districts, the quantities thus 
@clivered vary from some thousands to 
several tens of thousands of catties and 
upwards, Since August, according to 
reports sent in from the various Magis- 








tracies, tho plague has been entirely 
eradicated, and the growing had 
suffered no substantial injury. Indemnity 


had been awarded so far as possible to the 
‘owners of land which had been trodden 
down in the pursuit of the Sights, in order 
to enable them to make a fresh sowing. 
Nov. 19th.—(1) A decreo based upon a 
memorial from Shén Pao-chéng, Governor- 
General of the two Kiang’ provinces, 
and Yu Luk, Governor of Nganhwei, 
who impeach the present department 
strate of Wu-wei-chow, on a charge 
of having some time ago,’ whilst acting 
‘Magistrate of the Ning-kwoh district, pur- 
‘chased certain property within the limits of 
the district, which is contrary to law ; and 
encouraged his nephew, Wu Wén-wei, to 
Snerone upon the property of oer per 
sons, Ona complaint being lodged, more- 
over, he failed to make a truthful report of 
the circumstances. As solicited by the 
memorialists, he is handed over to the 
Board of Civil Office for the adjudication 
of a penalty ; and the further arrangements 
proposed in the memorial are approved. 
(@) The Board of Revenue memorialize 
submitting their report, in conformity with 
the Decree issued on the 9th October, with 
reference to the case of Lin Show-t'u, 
lately removed from his office as Financial 
Commissioner of Shansi, who had endeav- 
oured to clear himself from the charge 
of having disobeyed instructions in the 
matter of the remittances due to the 
military. chest of Tso ‘Tsung-t’ang's 
army. The same ground is gone over a3 
in the previous memorials that have 
appeared in this matter, and it is shewn 
that Lin Show-t'a had no warrant for his 
assertion that a reduction of the monthly 
subsidy from Taels 50,000 to Taels 30,000 
had ut any time been sanctioned. On the 
general question of the supplies for Tso, 
fhe Board include the following observa- 
tions. In January, 1876, when reporting 
conjointly with the Tsung-i Yamén on 
the memorial in which ‘Tso ‘Tsung-t’ang 
represented the straitened state of his 
finances at the moment of his advance 
peyond the Wall, the following statements 
wore quoted from his report :—Aceordin; 
to the arrangement originally deci 
upon, the amount which should be 
contributed annually in the shape of 
subsidies from the different provincial 


























governments and Custom-houses, for the 
‘expenses of the army of Kansuh, formed a 
total of Tis. 8,200,000 and odd; but out 
of this no more than some Tis. 7,000,000 
came under Tso’s personal control (the 
remainder being allotted to various other 
commanders in the field.) The amount 
actually sent forward on account of these 
subsidies was about Tis. 5,000,000 per 
annum. These receipts, the Board proceed 
to explain, took place during the three or 
fouryears antecedent to 1876.—Returning 
to the case of Lin Show-t'u, the Board 
decline to sanction his attempted defence, 
fand submit tho decision to his Majesty's 
pant For rescript see Gazette of Oct. 


th. | 

Nov. -20th.—(1) A Decree. Let Ch’éng 
Tsurhao Feil spy succeed to the post of 
a Senior Vice-President of the Court of 
Censors. 

(2) The Board of Ceremonies memori 
setting forth the tenour of a representation 
made to them by Li Hung-tsao, late Pres- 
ident of the ard of Works, on the 
subject of the period of mourning which he 
feels bound to observe on the death 
of his mother, although he was removed 
inearly life from the family of his real 
parents, by adoption as heir to an uncle 
who had died without begetting posterity 
of his own. He had, himself, one elder 
brother, who died shortly after reaching 
years of maturity, and also without leaving 
issue, for which reason Li Hung-tsao's own 
first-born son was adopted back in the 
main line as heir to his deceased brother. 
In 1855, Li Hung-tsao's own father died, 
upon which, as regulation prescribes, 
he observed ‘(although adopted into his 
uncle’s family) a year of mourning on 
behalf of his parent ; and in 1866, on his 
adoptive méther having departed this life, 
he entered upon the three years’ period of 
mourning prescribed in such cases. The 
mother who bore him having been removed 
by death on the 19th October last, he has 
to submit that ho is left, after all, as the 
ost direct representative of the family 
line, since his son, who had been adopted 
‘as above stated to continue the inheritance 
of his elder brother. was cut off prematurely 
a short time after his marriage in 1870. He 
consequently feels bound to observe the 
posed of three years of mourning on be- 
half of his deceased parent.—The Board 
feel bound to submit the question for Im- 
perial decision. For rescript see Gazette of 
3st October. 

Nov. 21st.—No documents of importance. 

Nov. 22nd.—(1) A decree in answer to a 
memorial from the Vice-Presidents of the 
Granaries, who have reported the com- 
pletion of the delivery of the grain due 
from the Southern provinces at T’ung-chow 
and Peking. Their recommendations of 
the officials who have exerted themselves 
in this matter are approved. 

(2) A decree referring for consideration 
on the pert of the Board of Revenue, a 
memorial received from the Censor Lin 
Kung-shu, who has recommended that cer- 
tain quantities of rice be allotted for sale to 
the public at reduced rates, through the 
agency of offices to be established for the 
purpose in the suburbs of Peking. 

(3) A decree based upon a memorial from 
the Governor of Shensi, who has reported 
the mutiny of a battalion of irregulars, 
their dispersion, the capture and execution 
of the ringleaders, and the submission of 
the remainder. The Governor wrts that, 
on his having ordered a battalion of the 

ularsheretofore commanded 
by the Taotai Hwang Ting, to proceed to 
take up their quarters at Ch’ang Wu in the 
Fén Chow department, and on this body of 
troops having marched as far as the King- 
Pang district (in Singan Fu), their officers, 
headed by one Kiang Ming-chung, had the 
audacity to put pressure on the men, and 
to induce them to force their way into the 
city, where they set to work to burn and 
pillage, and to slaughter the garrison and 


















townspeople. From this point they marched. 
on Ma Kin ‘Tai, where they offered resist- 
ance to a Brigade-General named P’an 
Kwangtow, wounding this offer in the 
fight that ensued. Troops being sont in 
pursuit of the mutincers, they were sur- 
rounded on the 7th inst. in a valley named 
‘Tsze Wu Yuh, and vigorously attacked. 
‘The two leaders, named Kiang Ming-chung 
and SiiJui-yiin, were captured and executed, 
and the rest of the party threw down. their 
arms and surrendered themselves. Tho 
proceedings thus reported are approved as 
having been taken with sufficient prompti- 
tude ; but as the whereabouts of two of the 
ringleaders is declared to be as yet un- 
ascertained, it is commanded that enquiry 
be made to discover whether these men 
were killed in the fight or have made their 
escape. Stringent orders are to be given 
to the various military forees to allow not 
a solitary individual to evade the pursuit of 
justice. Proper steps are to be taken to 
afford relief to the sufferers from the inroads 
made by the mutineers at King-yang and 
elsewhere ; and the Department Magistrate, 
named Ts'ing Shéng-lan, who was in com: 
mand of the battalion, is stripped of his 
rank ; orders being at the same time given 
to make enquiry whether his conduet had 
been instrumental in causing the outbreak, 
in which case he is to be impeached in due 
form. 

(4)_A decree based upon a memorial from 
the Consor Lin Kung-shu, who has drawn 
attention to the miraculous interposition 
vouchsafed on repeated occasions by the 
presiding deity of a temple at Shong-hang 
in Fuhkien, where, in 1858, an attack on 
the part of the longhaired rebels was averted 
by @ miracle on his part, and supernatural 
aid has repeatedly been granted in times of 
Pestilence and food, He solicit “the 

stowal of a title of honour upon the 
deity; and the provincial government is 
ordered to make enquiry into the circum- 
stances and report upon the case. 

(6-6) Decrees appointing Na-lung-ah and 
Lin Kung-shu respectively to act as Police 
Censors for the Central and Western divi- 

ions of Peking. 

(7) A decree referring to the distress 
entailed by the drought of the past season, 
which has caused a serious tise in the cost 
of the necessaries of life, and to the fact 
that considerable numbers of the famine- 
stricken inhabitants of Honan and Shansi 
may be expected to have migrated in the 
direction of Peking in search of means of 
subsistence. ‘The Governor of Shun-ion 
Fu is ‘commanded, to report upau_the 
measures he may deem advisable for the 
establishment of additional relief-stations, 
in conformity with the precedent of last 
year. 

(8) Tsing Kwol-ts'tian, Governor of 
Shansi, memorializes further on the state 
of affairs in that province, premising with 
a Jaudation of the simple-minded and well- 
disposed character of the population, who 
stand in this respect highest of all through 
out the Empire. Their patient endurance 
of the extreme of hardship, even to death 
from starvation, without a murnur, is the 
result of the outpouring of the gracious 
benevolence of the Sacred Rulers with 
which the people of Shansi have been'laved. 
In their present afiliction, the Imperial 
solicitude of which they have been the 
object has provided repeated appropriations 
of funds, and has set apart for their relief 
supplies of grain to the extent of 50,000 
piculs of rice from Kiangsi and Hupeh, and 
80,000 piculs of millet from the winter 
collection in Shantung, in addition to which 
the Governor of Shensi has been commanded 
to render such aid as he may find possible 
out of the grain which is to be furnished 
to him from Honan and Hupeh. Whilst 
expressing his admiration and gratitude for 
these tokens of exceeding grace, the me- ~ 
morialist has to submit that according to 
letters received from the Governcr of 
Shensi, the rice which is forthcoming from 




















the south is limited in quantity, and, in view 


et re si 
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of the difficulties of transportation either 
by land or by water, he fears that even the 
whole of this will not be able to reach 
Shensi, so that it is impossible to say as 
yet, until the deliveries actually take place, 
‘whether he will have any rice to spare for 
Shansi, From this, the memorialist_ ob- 
serves, it would seem that the needs of 
Shensi must be as great as those of his own 
province ; and he would not venture to ask 
that the wants of one be satisfied whilst the 
other should be left a prey to famine. He 
must represent, however, that nearly ten 
more districts, reports from which have now 
bean received, must be added to the 76 
which have lately been declared as actually 
famine-stricken ; whilst the selling price of 
rice, namely, from 2,400 to 2,500 cash per 
tow (of 18 catties), has not yet begun to 
decline, and the tael of sycee exchanges 
in the towns of the southern half 
of the province for little over 900 
cash, ‘The two officials who were sent 
to Peking to receive the sum of 
money, Tis, 200,000, allotted by decree, 
may be hoped to arrive with this supply by 
the end of the 10th moon (December 4th) ; 
but this sum will suffice for no more than 
ements of relief during the ensu- 
month, and the memorialist must 
ing of great dread. Appli- 
f pour in unceasingly from 
the various Districts, and the Governor, 
with his chief subordinates, has nothing to 
afford them in reply. Still, he cannot 
venture to leave them absolutely with all 
hope cut off, lest the result be commotion 
suoh as would on the one hand cause the 
people’s lives to be sacrificed and on the 
other ill-requite the Celestial bounty. 
Under the circumstances, he feels bound to 
entreat that 60,000 piculs of rice from the 
quantity due for 1878 from Kiangsi and 

jupeh may be appropriated to supply the 
prosent needs of Shansi, If his request be 
ceded to, he would beg that orders may 
be given to the Governor-General of Hu 
Kwang and the Governor of Kiangsi, direct 
ing them to provide and pay over the 
atount representing the above quantity of 

ny including freight, to Li Hong-chang, 
y whom it should be placed in the hands 
of the Tnotai Chu K’iengang (head of 
the China Merchants’ Steamship Co.), to be 
administered solely by himself. If this be 
done, it may be hoped that with the aid of 
the 50,000 piculs of grain previously allot- 
ted, the lives of some hundreds of thou- 
sands of the people of the province, now in 
jeopardy, may be saved.—Resoript : Let 
the Board of Revenue consider and report 
to Us. 

Nov, 28rd.—(1-3) Decrees granting the 
privilege of riding on horseback within the 
precincts of the Palace to Sit ‘f’ung, Chinese 
President of the Court of Censors; She 
‘Tséng, a Comptroller of the Household; 
Mu-t'u-shen, Military Lieutenant-Governor 
of Ch'ahar ; Ngén Ch’éng, a Vico-President 
of the Board of Civil oftice ; and Yung Luh, 
a Vice-President of the Board of Revenue, 
ete, 

(4) A decree commanding that a gratuity 
of one month’s extra pay be given to all the 
soldiery of the capital, both Manchu and 
Chinese, in consideration of the hardship 
of their sorvice during the cold weather 
now drawing on. 

(6) A. Decree. Let Wang Wén-shao 


EH (Governor of Hunan) come to 
Peking for audience. Le Ts'ung Fuh (the 
Lieutenant-Governor of the province) tem- 
porarily act in his stead. 

(6) A decree based upon a report pres- 
ented by ‘Ting Pao-chéng, Governor- 
General of Sze-ch'wan, setting forth the 
result of his investigations into the massacre 
cominitted at Tung-hiang, in Sui-ting Fu, 
by Government troops, complaint concern- 
ing which was brought forward last year by 
the Consors Wu Chén and Li T’ing-siao (see 
Gazettes of September to December, 1876.) 
It has been ascertained that Yuan Ting- 
‘kiao, the complainant whose appeal, lodged 




















at Peking, gave rise to the investigation, 
was anoted trickster, who had sought to 
make the offcial reiidjustm< 


ent of taxes an 
excuse for levying funds for his own benefit. 
‘When this man first collected s band of 
followers, and proceeded to commit acts of 
disturbance, notwithstanding that the Pre- 
fect of Sui-ting Fu, then in office, had 
consented to continue the tax-levy on its 
former basis, the then acting Magistrate of 
the Tung-hiang district, reporting without 
proper cause that the safety of the district 
city was in peril, made application for 
troops, and at the game time increased the 
amount demanded by way of extra taxation 
under his predecessors. ‘These steps added 
fuel to the fire of Yiian T’ing-kiso's agita- 
tion ; and although the troops sent forward 
under the command of General Li Yeo-héng 
remained at the outset in a stationary 
attitude, the Magistrate opened a recruiting 
office foraforce of i jandeet measures 
on foot for the levy of a lekin tax on grain, 
‘This led to the recruiting office being 
attacked and pillaged, and to an assault, 
which, was repulsed, ‘being made by Yat 
Ping-kiao and his followers upon the en- 
campment of the military, The peasantry, 
after ‘this, fearing that the troops would 
attack them relentlessly, shut themselves 
up in their fortified posts; and the soldiery, 
on the other hand, believing that the coun- 
try-folk were bent on resistance, made a 
vigorous attack upon them, with the result 
that several hundreds were slaughtered. 
‘The report of the facts, as ascertained, is 
consequently now submitted. It is com- 
manded, hereupon, that Yuan ‘Ting-kiao, 
for his manifold offences in fomenting dis- 
turbance, heading attacks upon the author- 
ities of Government, ete., be summarily 
beheaded. The district Magistrate whose 
improper conduct is exposed in the report, 
is stripped of his rank antl banished to the 
military post roads to expiate his offence. 
‘The two brevet Brigade-Generals Lin Tao- 
tsung and Lui Yuh-ch'un are held answer- 
able for the excesses committed by the 
troops under their command. Both are 
cashicred, and the former is sentenced to 
transportation to Sungaria, and the Intter 
to banishment into servitude on the military 
ost roads, ‘The brevet General Li Yeo- 
héng is considered to have behaved in a 
manner unworthy of his office in failing to 
keep his subordinates under proper  dis- 
cipline, and he is cashiered, together with 
the district Magistrate of Tung-hiang who 
preceded the official referred to above, as 
he is shown to have failed in the duty of 
prtting an end to the exactions introduced 
yy his predecessor in office, which encouraged 
the outbreak of Yiian Ting-kiao. Both the 
Prefect of Sui-tingFu and the Inte Governor- 
General of Sze-ch’wan, Wu Tang, are 
declared to have been guilty of maladminis- 
tration and misrepresentation in this case. 
As the Prefect has already been degraded 
to the rank of Assistant Departinent 
Magistrate, and the Governor-General is 
doad, no farther proceedings are called for 
in their case, ‘The late acting’ Governor- 
General, Wen Keh (now Governor of 
Shantung), is declared to be free from 
blame in connection with this affair, except 
in so far as the failure to detect the im- 
wopriety of General Lin ‘Tao-tsung’s con- 
Suet in exerying the female members of 
family with him while on active service is 
concerned. or this shortcoming his name 
has already beon submitted to the Board 
for Censure ; but it is ordered that he be 
exempted from farther proceedings. 

(7) The Censor Li Hung-mo draws 
attention to the neglected condition of 
large numbers of the Imperial clansmen 
(tsung-shih), descendants, in more or less 
romote degrees, of sovereigns of the reigning 
line. Some sixty years ago, owing to the 
increase which had then already made itself 
felt, seventy houscholds were transplanted 
to Bloukden by command of the Emperor 
Kia K’ing, the wisdom of which step is 
fervently “commended. | At the present 
day, however, the growth of this class has 




















reached a degree which makes the question 
of maintenance far more difficult than ever. 
Cases of litigation in which tsung-shih are 
concerned are of frequent occurrence ; and 
[in the majority of such instances, ‘it: is 
|found that they arise. from 
of their property or in connection: with 
loans. The Censor would suggest that 
the Imperial Clan Court be commanded 
to devise measures for removing a number 
| of tsung-shih families to occupy tracts of 
land in the region lately brought’ under 
control on the Corean frontier.—For re- 
script see Gazette of 9th inst. * 
(8) The Superintendent of the Imperial 
Manufactory at Soochow reports the com- 
pletion and despatch to Peking of tho 
satins, etc., required on account of the year 
1876, one of the periods of delivery on a 
lange sale, Te hos been custonary of Info 
years, for the purposes of such deliveries, 
to receive from the provincial b 
the sum of Tis. 82,000, whereupon 4/10ths 
of the full quantities’ of material “which 
should be supplied, according to regulation, 
to the Board of Revenue and to the Im: 
perial Household are provided and de- 
spatched. For the delivery of 1876 a sum 
of the above. amount having been pro- 
vided, purchases of the raw material were 
made’ at the rates of prices laid down in 
1875; and although these were below 
the market rates for silk (as already re- 
ported), the memorialist has made up the 
ifference by a contribution from his own 
salary. Manufacture having been begun, 
there were provided, in the first place, 
1,000 rolls ‘of satin for the Board of 
Hevenue, Owing to tho greater proportion, 
among these, of satin damasked with the 
dragon pattern, compared with former 
years, the cost has been also higher, the 
total ‘amount having been Tia, 291400. 
With the balance of funds, 4/10ths of the 
material due to the Imperial Household 
have been proceeded with; and nothin 
remains available for the additional 1, 
rolls of satin called for by the Board of 
Revenue. An appropriation of funds must 
be awaited before farther steps can be 
taken, An oflicer is now despatched to 
Peking with the following materials for 
Imperial use, viz 370 rolls of satin ; 





3,400 rolls of ‘silk gauze ; 600 large hand~ 
kerchiefs ; 800 catties of sewing-silk; 500 
eatties of white silk; and 3,000 pieces of 





fine calico. 

(0) The Tutor of the Imperial Academy, 
Pao Ting, in a postscript memorial, dwells 
upon the increasing numbers of the Imperial 
clansmen (see also above, No. 7), and urges 
the necessity of enlarging ‘the provision 
made for their education, and for rescuing 
them from the distress to which many of 
them are reduced by poverty. He asks 
that some tens of thousands of tacls may 
be provided from any available source, to be © 
lent in sums of 50 tacls to impoverished 
tsung-shih, in order to keep them from the 
hands of the usurers to whom they are 
now compelled to resort. 

In a further Postecript, the memorialist, 
remarking that although the lekin tax is a 
measure at variance’ with the principles of 
benign administration, it is an expedient 
which the financial exigencies of tho times 
make it impossible to dispense with, sub- 
mits, nevertheless, his opinion that it should 
be removed from ‘all necessaries of life and 
augmented in the case of mere luxuries, — 
For rescript see Gazette of 7th inst. 














Official Papers. 





THE CHEFOO CONVENTION. 
The following correspondence is pub- 


lished in the London and China Express. 
London, 15th Oct., 1877. 

‘My Lorp,—As therchants interested in 
the trade with China, we much regret to 
find that the long delayed papers on the 
late Convention with China, now they are 
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published, strangely omit all the observa. 
tiotis, of Sir ‘Thomas Wade on Section IIT 
af ie Convention, viz, that relating to 
trade, 

‘As moxe than a year has elapsed since 
is Chefoo Convention was made, and no 
ification has yet taken place, ‘we trust 
your Lordship will not consider us unreason- 
‘able if we say that this unusual suspense, 
coupled with the marked excision in the 
Blue-book of that portion of the report of 
Sir Thomas Wade most nearly affecting us, 
is calculated to be prejudicial to mercantile 
interests. 

Wo woutd,, therefore, respectfully urge 
on your Lordship no longer to withh« 
publication ‘of the: omitted portion of the 
remarks of, Sir Thomas Wade, in order to 
afford us an opportunity, before the Con- 
Yention is mabied or rejected, of jadging 
the’ argumoiits which weighed with the 
British Minister, and are now under the 
consideration of Her Majesty's Government, 
before the final decision is arrived at ; 5 
without these i is impossible fairly to con- 
sider the matter in all its bearings. 

‘We have the honour to be, My Lord, 

‘Your Lordship's most obedient servants, 
(Signed by) Marmgson and Oo.; T. A. 
Grup and Co. ; Apastsox and 
Co,; Breer, Ss and Co. 
Anprew A. Rawgny and Co.; 
Rerss Buos, and Co.; 0. P. 
‘Hepensox and Co.; Rosenr 
Branp and Co.; Dent Pat- 
aer and Co.; Harvey, Bran 
and Co. ; Doroun Bros. 
and Co. 
‘The Right Hon. the Eat, of Denny, 
‘Her Majesty's Principal Secretary 
of Stato for Foreign Affairs, &, 











Foreign-Oflice, 22nd Oct., 1877, 
Gewnienex,—I am direcied by the Earl 
of Derby to ‘acknowledge the receipt of 
your lettér of the 15th irst. relative to the 
Ohefoo Convention, and I am to inform 
nin reply that the observations of Sir 
". Wade on Trade will hereafter be pres- 
ented to Parliament, together with any other 
Papers which thero soy bo upon the subject 
‘when tho Convention in question has been 
fully considered. 
Tam, Gentlemen, 
‘You most obedient, humble servant, 


(Signed) TenteRpeN. 
‘Messrs. Maraeson and Co. (and 
other merchants), 


3, Lombard-street, E.C. 





PROCLAMATION AGAINST INPANTICIDE. 

Wing, Acting Prefect of Foochow, issues 
an emphatic Proclamation. 

“Tt has beon found that the drowning of 
newly-born female infants is of frequent 
‘occurrence in places under this prefectural 
jurisdiction, As a reason for this cruel and 
‘outrayeous behaviour towards their child- 
ren, the poor allege that they are without 
the means to support them ; the rich, that 
they dread tho expense of providing them 
with dowries.” The Acting Prefect has re- 
peatedly issued prohibitory proclamations 
since assuming charge of this post, and has 
also instructed the Magistrates to arrest 
delinquents, It has been reported of late 
that in the neighbourhood of Shang kan, 
under the jurisdiction of the Min Magis- 
trate, the practice of female infanticide 
still exists ; it is further reported that in 
one spot over ten infants have been found 
drowned, so that there is every reason to 
fear that this vicious practice ‘extends to 
other places too. It is the Prefect’s duty 
to draw up the most stringent Supervisory 
Regulations in order to the reclaiming of 

jople from this rooted habit. ‘The Pre- 
fect has instructed the Magistrates to act 
in this spirit, and has now to issue this Pro- 
clamation peremptorily forbidding the prac~ 
tice, 





fd | will be held 


“Wherefore now know ye all, gentry, 
elders, scholars, civil and military, and all 
persons whatsoever in this prefecture that 
it is your duty to act one and all of you in 
accordance with the spirit of the following 
Regulations, and exercise a watch upon 
each other. If any families are found 
drowning their female infants, it will 
assuredly be at once reported to the 
Magistrates, who will severely punish the 
setin accordance [with law.) If any per- 
sons favour and connive at these practices 
and do not act upon these instructions, 
on the discovery or report of a case, the 
hundred-men, neighbours, and relatives 
equally accountable, No 
leniency will be shewn. ‘Tremble at this ! 
Obey this! Do not disobey! A special 
Proclamation. 
‘REGULATIONS. 

L.—It very poor people give birth to a 
female infaut, and circumstances render it 
ditficult to rear her, they may carry herto the 
Foundling Hospital, where she will be taken 
‘charge of, so that no fear need any longer 

ist of ‘their not being able to rear her. 

ho deliberately drown their daughters 
are cruel, outrageous, ferocious, and unnatural, 
and no leniency ean be shewn them ; it will be 
necessary to enguire closely into the matter, 
and restrain them by legal measures, 

‘2.—Cases in which vewly-born infants have 
been drowned must be known to theimmediate 
neighbours, from who it must be difficult. to 
conceal the facts. In future cases of in- 
fant-drowning, the neighbours 

ed to come forward collect 























If any favour or connivance 
in shown, as soon as ever this is discovered 
ar roporte after investigation by the lean, 
gentry, the'fathor of the drowned girl will 
rely pu according to Jats, and # 
ours Id equally accountable, 
mount. alays, be 




















if iB wentry 
the hundred men are bereby charged hience- 
forward to take notice of midwives in the 
respective villages who may dare to assist in 
drowning female intante, Theleading gentry, 
the hundred-men, members of families, and 
neighbours are authorised to ascertain aud 
send in ‘the names of such midwives, and 
apply for their punishment a accomplices, 

4.—The gentry and elders will make en- 
guiry amongst the bundred-men j the bund: 

j-men amongst heads of families, and 

heads of families amongst their neighbours ; 
in this way the chisel will [do ite] work 
under [the blows off the hatomer, and enquiry 
will be easy. If any cases of infantici 
ocour, and the family elders or hundred-men 
assist at or couceal such, instead of exposing 
them, as soou as ever they are found out or 
complained of, they will be punished 
thus assisting or concealing. As the leading 
gentry, heads of families, hundred-men an 
neighbours are thus entrusted with the power 
of exposing those offences, precautions must 
tbe taken against malicious accusatious spring- 
in avy such malicious 
infant drowning are 
made, and substantiated before the courts, 
the accuser will bear thé penalty he seeks to 
impose, and no leniency will be shown.” 

rd year, Sth month (October, 187.) 

—Foockow Herald. 



































Public Meetings. 


MUNICIPAL COUNCIL. 

‘At the Meeting of the Council, held in 
the Counell ‘Room, 17, Kiangse Rood, 
Shanghai, on Monday, the 3rd December, 
1877, at 9,30 o'clock a.m. 

Present—Messrs._ J. “Hart (chairman, 
G. J. W. Cowie, P. G. Hibbe, J. Bel 
Irving, E. G. Low, E. H. Lavers, A. 
‘McLeod, and the Secretary. 





‘The Minutes of the previous meeting are 
read, confirmed, and passed for publication. 





lit, Statement, for week ending st 
inst., is submitt for it st 
Hits 8 colle oe tapation, 
Road to Woosing—An offer by Mr. 
Thos. W. Kingsmill, of the land forming 
a ent way of the Woosung Rail- 
i, receives consideration :- 


Shanghai, 29th November, 1877, 
E. B, Soures, Eeq., 
Secretary, Municipal Council. 

‘Smm,—Referring to our conversation of date, 
I am ‘instructed to make the following pro- 

fon to the Council with reference to the 
ud lately occupied by Woosung 
way, viz. : 
sell a 40 feot roadway commencing at or 
tear the Soochow Creek, as may be arranged, 
and leading thereon, at the option of the Council, 
either to the late Woosung Oreck Station, 
or if more convenient to the Council to the 
Telegraph Station at the Woosung Bar, the 
former say 94 miles, the latter 8}, at the rato 
of aels 65.00 per iow, the Council only being 
called upon to take over the land go required, 
without tho vacant lots attached to the 
stations, 

‘Subjeot to the condition that the road shall 
be used as a carriage road only, and that no 
rails or trains shall be laid down. 

‘Tho bridges as ab present on the line of 
road to be included, but ot the ballaat, 
which, if required, shall be the subject of a 
futuro tender. 
vcihe above ffer to. be onside 

iminary, it being possi i 
should the 
8, 


in the price may 
Council agree to preliminaries 

T would feel obliged if the Council should 
give this mattor their early attention, as it is 
quite uncertain how long the officials may - 
in their present mood, and their instructions 
being to close the accounts of the lino as soon 
‘8 possible, 






































Faithfully yours, 
‘Duos W, Kévoasint, 
ighting of Settlement.—Report_on tho 
gate of the Settlement, called for at 
meeting of 19th November, is submitted, 
and letter conveying the substance of 
it to the chairman of the Gas Company, 
approved. se 
Shanghai, 3rd December, 1877, 
Tar Cuarmaax, 
Shanghai Gas Company. 

Sm,—I have been desired by my colleagues 
to inform you of the substance of a report by 
the Superintendent of Police on the Dghting 
of the Settlement, 

‘Tho public lamps, in the early part of the 
evening, burn very dimly. From about 7.30 














‘The Council are glad to notice, however, that 
there has bee improvement during the 






last week or they will be pleased to 

hear that complaints as to the quality of the 

gas have been anticipated by the Directors. 
Still the general opinion is that, in view of 

the large sum, approaching. in the course of a 

year to §20,000, now paid by the Munici- 
ality for the lighting of the Settlement, 

Netter standard than has beea the 

to should 

think they have only to bring 

to ensure the matter 





















t attention. 
Lan, Sir, 
‘Your obedient servant, 
J. Hart, 
Chairman, 


The following letter from the Senior 
Consul has been handed to us for publica- 
tion :-— 

Consulat-Général de France & Shanghai, 

Sbanghal, le 4 Décembre, 1877. 

Moxsreur xz Passtoexr,—Liinterpréte da 
Consulat-Général ayant eu’ occasion de voir 
hier le Taotai, je Vavais chargé de demander & 
0 fonctiounaire co qu'il y a vrai dans 
Te bruit d’aprés lequel ies terrains qui ont 
servi A l’établissement da chemin do fer de 
Shanghai A Woosung seraient revendus 4 leure 
auciens propriétaires. Le Taotai a réponda 
que cette rumeur était sana fondement, et qus 
Te chemin serait maintenu comme route ordi - 
i ‘Le Corps Consulairo me charge de 
‘vous prier, Monsieur Président, de vouloir bien 
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eter cotte information A la connaissance da 

onseil Muni al. 

“Agreéz, Monsieur lo Président, les assurances 
de ma considération In plus distinguée. 

GopEaux. 
Monsiour Hann, 
Président du Conseil Muntetpal 
du “ Foreign Settlement.” 





Smasements, 


CLUB CONCORDIA SUBSCRIPTION CONCERT. 

‘The subsoription concert given on Fri- 
day evening last by members of the Club 
Concordia, who were so gracefully and 

jowerfully assisted by no fewer than four 

ies, must be pronounced to have been 
successful, both musically and pecuniarily, 
in the Intfor senso eminently 50, ‘The ob- 
ject of the concert was to assist the suffer- 
‘rs in the North, the net proceeds being in- 
tended to be contribut to the Famine 
Relief Fund. 

Jn order to make the arrangements as 
complete as possible, and thus to ensure 
ultimate success, a special committeo was 
formed, headed very appropriately by Dr. 
R. Krauel, Acting-Consul for Germany ; 
tho other mombers being Messrs, W. Gott- 
burg, M.D., Gustav Peters, and J. H. 
Pinckvoss. “These gentlemen went to work 
with a will, and speedily conquered all 
proliminares—frequontly by ‘no means 
easy portion of the task of getting up a 
concert or kindred entertainments~and 
it is gratifying to add that, at the call 
to assist charity, in the form of doing 
something to help save tho lives of 
famishing fellow-creatures, they quickly 
fothered round them a troupe of willing 

elpers, who cheerfully tendered their 
musical sorvicos, Indeed it is said that 
40 numerous wero the offers of aid in this 
important particular, that the difficulty 
was to koop the programme within due 
limits. This having’ been satisfactorily 
accomplished, the next important matters 
to be decided were the time and place 
of holding the concert. Friday, the 7th 
inst., was ultimately selected ;’and the 

lace, the pretty little Concordia Theatre. 

the gelection of the theatre, however, was 
boyond doubt, an error of judgment, tho 
building possessing no acouatio properties 
whatever, and the music in consequence 
especially: some of the vocalisation— 
falling flat and comparatively ineffective, 
although sung and played with-a correct. 
ness of intonation and an attention to time, 
coupled ‘with an accurate rendering of piano 
and forte, crescendo and diminuendo pass- 

es, that made one wish to hear concert 
of such high-class music given in a more 
suitable room. 

‘What was lacking to the ear in this 
momentous particular was in a measure 
made up by tho: pleasure with which 
the eyo beheld the tasteful, chaste, and 
appropriate decorations of ‘the ‘it 
being almost impossible to have produced 
a moro charming and suitable adjunct to 
music, ‘The dccorations were composed 
of simple material enongh—evergreens, 
interspersed with a few flowers, with 
busts of famous musicians and statuettes 
hero and there, a full length figure of 
‘8 Muso with her lyre gracing tho rear 
of the stage; the illumination consisting 
of a single chandelier and a device in gas— 
the whole being so well as to 
avoid giving the idea of overcrowding or 
confusion. On the curtain being raised, 
the audience testified the gratification they 
felt at this pleasing spectacle, by joining in 
expressions of unanimous approbation. 

1m what we have already said of the 
excellence of the concert generally, it is 
almost needless to supplement it by any 
further remark ; for when a goodly number 
of ladies and gentlemen unite their ser- 
‘vices eagerly in helping the highest phase 
of the cause of Charity, minute criticism 
would be out of place—the “criticaster” 














is disarmed. However, it is not too much 
to say that at times a slight want of pre- 
paration was evident, the absence of which 
‘caused a perceptible amount of uncertainty 
and unsteadiness, until the little difficulty 
being bridged over, “all went smoothly as 
‘a flowing iver.” In a repetition of this 
really good concert, however, in a more 
suitable place, these defects would doubt- 
Tess be removed, and then, “even a musician 
would cease to carp.” 

‘Tho first pact of the programme opened 
with an overture by Mendelssohn, ‘‘ Heim- 
ker aus der Fremde” (‘The return from 
abroad”), a beautiful bit of music, as might 
have been d from the composer, 
and skilfully played on piano, violins, and 
violoncello. ‘This was succeeded by a 
tenor solo, by Schumann, “ Widmung” 
(“Devotion”), sung by a gentleman pos- 
sessing both a good voice and knowledge of 
music; and a little more public practice 
will enable him to carry his audience 
sympathetically. His fine notes in this 
song, although nervously uttered at first, 
were spoiled to the ear of the audience 
by the acoustic drawbacks of the theatre, 
—the tones seeming to ascend to the flies 
and to roam amid the scenery, leaving 
nothing but a volume of flatness, which, 
however, was sufficiently indicative of what 
would have been the excellence of the 
song under more favourable circumstances. 

A duet for soprano and alt, ‘O sith’ ich 
auf der Haide dort” (Oh, wer't thou in 
the cauld blast”), from Mendelssohn, 
introduced two ladies, who were most cor- 
dially welcomed. ‘The duet was sung s0 
tastefully and plaintively as to hold the 
audience, as it were, entranced—the silence 
was of the utmost until the finish, when a 
unanimous encore was demanded, but it 
could not be complied with owing to the 
length of the programme,—A solo for vio- 
Joncello came next, with two movements, 
the first a morceau from Opus 11, No. 2, 
of Rubinstein, and the second, a morceat 
from Opus 12, No, 2 of Kiehl.’ It is quite 
needless to allude to the perfection of this 
pieco of instrumentation, and the same 
remark applies to every performance by 
the same 
in 

















their recognition of the excellence of the 
piece under notice, and would have been 
pleased to have heard Kiehi’s movement 
Tepeated.—The vocal solo for alt which 
followed, was sung by one of the ladies 
who appeared in the duet. It was one 
of the choicest of Schubert's. melodies, 
“Frithlings Glaube” (‘Trust in Spring”), 
remarkable for its effects of light and 
and requiring considerable skill and a go 
voice to sing it effectively. Both are 
ssed by the fair vocalist to a sufficient 
legree, and tho applause with which the 
song was greeted amounted to an encore, 
but it was not repeated.—The first part of 
the concert concluded with a quartette 
(Reissiger, a composer whose works are 
not too frequently heard), for pianoforte, 
violin, bratsche, and violoncello. The 
music is delightful, and the exquisite 
finish with which it was played constituted 
it the gem of the first portion of the con- 
cert. ‘The applause at the close was loud and 
continued, but failed to effect a repetition, 
although ‘the quartetto is not at all too 
jong. 

‘The second part opened with what was 
termed a ‘Meditation tther das erste 
Priludium yon Bach”—though we fancy 
we have heard it before under a much 
shorter title or definition—by Gounod. The 
arrangement played was for violin, violon- 
cello and piano. It isa diamond among 
other gems of instrumental music, and the 
deep silence with which it was listened to 
showed the hold the entrancing numbers 
had upon the audience. The final notes, 
dying away to an echo of their former 
volume in the most pure of diminuendos, 
were heard as distinetly as the furte passages, 
so thorough was the silence. It was 
emphatically the gem of the concert, and 











|was loudy redemanded, but the encore 


‘was not responded to.—Ono of the sweet 
est of soprano songs, “Nach Jahren” 
(‘Afterlong years”), followed, the melody 
of which is charming, and was sung 50 
fuulleay that an encore, vas inated oy 
with whic ie fair singer ly 
complied, but substituted a song noticeable 
for its combined sweetness and vivacity, 
Tt was given equally well with the first, 
and the contrast so excited the audience 
that they seemed inclined to demand 
a repetition of it also.—A bass air, 
from Mendelssohn's Oratorio “St. Paul,” 
came next, simg by a gentleman who 
always welcome, and who sang the air in 
question very effectively—in fact his voice 
was never heard to better advantage, and 
cesta music = ey all Soe: easy 
to render properly, The singer took care 
to stand well in front of the e, and 
his voice was in some measure therefore 
relieved from the flatness mentioned above. 
The orchestral accompaniment, too, was o 
great addition—a piano accompaniment 
‘would simply have spoiled the 1nagnificence 
of the music.—An “eight-handed” piece 
for two pianos, played by two ladies and 
the same number of gentlemen, entitled 
by its composer, Kontzky, “Reveil du 
Lion,” was interesting from the fact of its 
being, we believe, the first time an “cight- 
handed” piece, requiring so much 
manipulation as the one under notice, has 
been introducod to » Shanghai, audienco. 
1e was capitally played, and somelamong tho 
audience wanted an encor ‘The concert 
concluded with a couple of choruses, sung 
by the gentlemen of the Liedertafel, bat 
although by the same composer, Otto, so 
totally dissimilar, that it was almost difficult, 
to believe that the same writer could have 
produced them, or that they could be 
sung immediately following by the same 
choir, Ono was named ‘Gebet” (“Prayer”), 














and the other “Stingermarsch” (“Chines 
march")—the one sweet and plaintive and 
the other a barbarous medley of horrible 
sounds. It was not redemanded. 

Tt now only remains to add that tho 
Theatre was comfortably filled, there being, 
however, quite anumber of seats unoccupied 
both in and under the ‘The latter 
being a bad position to hear from, induced 
many gentlemen to stand in the side-slips, 
‘The number of persons present, howover, 
is immaterial, the concert having been sub- 
scribed to most liberally by many who wore 
not present—the net proceeds on behalf of 
the Famine Fund reaching to about the 
handsome sum of $2,000—a result upon 
which the German community ean bo con- 
gratulated ; while to those ladies and gentle- 
men who gave their musical services, too 
hearty thanks cannot be awarded for the 
sttecess achieved, 











SATURDAY'S PAPER HUNT. 

The first Paper Hunt of the season was 
run on Saturday, and proved far more en- 
joyable than tho unsettled state of the 
Weather wascaleulatedtoindicate. Through- 
out the greater part of the morning the 
sky was overcast, but now and then tho 
fun appeared and seemed to struggle with 
rain for precedence, ‘The result ‘was not 
favorable for those who entertained hopes 
for a cloudless afternoon. At noon a 
thick drizzling rain descended, and some 
feared the Hunt would be postponed, but 
no announcement to that effect appeared. 
Between one and two o'clock, however. 
the rain ceased and held off during the 
afternoon, but suficient had fallen to 
damp the ground, and the sky had a 
watery aspect and @ cold penetrating wind 
prev: 

‘The start was tho wellknowa one, 
behind Mr. Burkill’s residence at the 
Cross Roads; and, in spite of the weather, 
there was one of tho largest “fields” 
that has ever put in an appearance since 
the formation of the Club. ‘There were 
over forty horsemen and a good number of 
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spectators present, including about half a 
lozen ladies. The track was laid by two 
veterans in the sport, the Master and the 
Honorary Secretary; and started over a 
newly-dag water-jump, with two other 
small jumps in view of the spect- 
ators. “The horsemen started prettily to- 
gether, but only to be dispersed at the 
#t jump, more than a dozen of the ponies 
refusing.” Among them was an animal in 
the hands of a well-known rider, whose 
determination not to be beaten, after even 
half a dozen attempts, occasioned much 
gunseent 2, ory ogee eae 
the pony, placing his feet on the edge 
of the “Jump, wos pushed through by 
@ gentleman at no small risk, however, 
of being kicked. All this was great 
fun to the observers, and seemed equally 
80 to the observed, who retained his seat 
in a very plucky manner. Out of sight 
‘of the spectators, the track led on, behind 
‘Trefancha, to the Soochow Creek, which had 
to be waded ; and few, indeed, managed 
to cross without the water coming over the 
saddie—too much, almost, for pleasure. 
The pace to this point had’ been very fast, 
notwithstanding that it was very heavy 
going; but to cross twenty feet of water, 
Pony-back deep, caused many to waver and 
‘seek a bridge ops over, ese, of course, 
were then out of the Hunt, and those whoad- 
hered to the track proceeded along the bank 
of the Oreck on to Jessfield, there taking a 
elrouitous lin of familiar Jumps, and te, 
tuming down the Handicap Course, fini 
within’a couple of hundred yards of the 
Siccawei Road, a little beyoad the Bub- 
ling Well From the route indicated it 
will bo seen that the Hunt was rather long 
and embraced some difiicult jumps, consider- 
ing the heavy stato of the ground. Only 
few, out of the great number of starters, 
were eligible to win when they made their 
appearance at the finish, having diverged 











from the track in 5 or other. A 
Jarge number of both ‘and gentlemen 
‘assembled at the finish, and when the few 


who had ridden over tho whole course 
Rove in sight, they, were welcomed with 
a cheer. Mz. N. B. Hinckley led on a 
Gun griffin named Dukotah, and took the 
Jast jumps in splendid style, finishing as 
the ‘winner of the lightweights. Mr. 
BE, H. Gorebooth finished second, and 
‘Mr. Fearon third. ‘The latter was a heavy- 





weight, but having missed some of 
the jumps he was not entitled to the 
rize. The others came straggling in at 


Fitervals, and Mr. O. Brandt, on Auschuss, 
whose last jump was loudly cheered, was 
declared the winner of the heavy-weights. 
‘Phus ended the first hunt of the season, 
and if the interest evinced on the occasion 
is any criterion of what is in store, many 
pleasurable afternoons will be spent under 
the auspicies of the Club, during the cold 
weather. 








No. 2 Co, 8.¥.0. RIFLE COMPETITION. 
This monthly competition came off on 
Saturday, and in spite of somewhat un- 
favourable weatler was tolerably well con- 
tested. Sergeant Tucker having won the 
former Cup absolutely, a new Cup had to 
bbe raised, and all had to begin level again, 
except Sergeant Tucker, who gives soven 
ints. Private J. H. Baker tied Private 
Thisthy with 45; and on shooting off the 
first time they tied again with 3; but on 
shooting the second time, Baker won with 
4 against Thirlby’s 3.—The following is the 
Boore -— 
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= 4 
‘Won by Baker. 
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A TOUR THROUGH THE PROVINCE OF CHIELI. 
From Pauting-fa, we went south, through 


the Chao-chow (jf }]) and Hsun-teh- 
fa (i 7B RP districts. The country 


passed is uninviting. It lies low, and is 
Subject to inundation from the Grape 
iver, a stream as changeable in its course 
as the Yellow river, and less useful in its 
wanderings because of the great uncer- 
tainty of the water supply for irrigation. 
Within a distance of about 180 li there 
are four old beds of this stream, in addi- 
tion to the present channel, in all of which 
it has flowed within the last forty years, 
‘The first of these is about 180 li-'S. of 
Pauting-fa, the most southern is distant 
about 360 1, ‘The present bed i abot 

1S. of Pauting-fu. At the 5 
Siau-chang, 200 Wi from the capital, the 
water was said to have been six feet ’deep 
in the summer of 1871. Many villages 
were submerged, houses destroyed, and 
lives lost, AS nearly all the buildings are 
made of mud or sun-dried brick, they 








ed | soon crumble before the rising waters. 


‘Sometimes this stream pours such s torrent 
out from the mountain over the plain as 
to wash away whole villages with scarcely 
a moment's notice. 

‘The second day from Pauting-fu, a con- 

siderable guantty of the indigo plant was 

|. Tt was growing in irrigated gar- 
fons. Outside of theso little patches of 

the country hada most barren and 
Secolate appearance, ‘The yield of the year 
varied from “nothing” to ‘ four-tenths ” 
of acrop. Said one old man, ‘It is dif- 
ficult getting food now ; what are we to do 
when winter comes?” 

South of Chao-chow, more dry water- 
courses were passed, some of which havo 
suficient water “in them in ordinary 
seasons to admit of navigation by sm: 
boats during most of the year. Largo 
demands are made on. these. streams 
for of irrigation, We were 
fold dhat some distance to the S.W. is 2 
large marsh, from which the ater-aupply 
of the Lower West river mainly comes. The 
outlet has been dammed this year, and the 
water retained for local irrigation. 


North of Chitlu-hsien $5 ff5 i is a 





considerable tract of salt producing country, 
the most unprepossessing atid devoid of 
trees of any yet . The earth is so 


full of salt that water filtered through it 
‘Decomes sufficiently impregnated to leave a 
heavy deposit after evaporation, which is 
accomplished by the sun's rays and the 
wind. After lying idle two or three years, 
the same earth can be used again and again 
with equally good results. Villages are 
few, and most poverty-stricken in appear 


ance. 

“About 100 li beyond Chit-lu, tothe S.W., 
‘we came upon a darker, less sandy, and. 
apparently a stronger soil, than any met 
with previously. The Fu-yang (22-03) 
river flows through this belt of soil 
Two days before, the dry bed of this 
stream was crossed at a point where it 
enters the Hsia-hsi (J D§) river. Now 
we found water to the depth of a foot or 
more. We were told that the dam had 
‘een opened and the water allowed to flow 
out, only six days previous. Along the 
banks of this small stream we found a 
belt of green, producing a most delightful 
contrast to the surrounding barrenness: 
Scattered among the-gardens were scores 
of indigo vats, extending in either direction 
as far as the eye could reach. For extract. 
ing the indigo, a series of three vats arg 





used. The plant is macerated in a vat 10 
or 12 feet in diameter by 23 deep. Out of 
this it is lifted into a vat about 10 feet 
long, 2 feet wide, and 2b feet deep, 
divided into compartments and built 
above ground, from which the liquid filters 
into an oval’ vat to settle, after which 
the water is drawn off and’ the indigo is 
ready for market. 

Passing this stream, we found willow 
trees in abundance ; algo orchards of date, 
pearand apricot. We pronounced this sec- 
tion of country the Eden of Chili, 

Fora distance about 30 li before reachin; 
Hsun-teh-fu, we had the pleasantcompany of 
a little rill by the rond-side, which furnish 
ed water for irrrigating a narrow strip on 
cither side. ‘There being an unfailing water 
supply, large quantities of rice are raised 
in this vicinity. Even the trees, of which 
there are not a few, seem to be more vigor- 
ous, and to possess a greener foliage # 
in other and less favored localities. : 

‘The city of Hsun-tch-fu possesses few 
features of interest. It has a good wall, 
enclosing a somewhat smaller area. than 
that of ‘Tientsin, ‘The principal business 
is in the south suburb, which is enclosed 
by a mud wall, and consists of one street 
over two li in lengch, The people on the 
streets were more rude than in any other 
place passed. Notwithstanding the prox- 
imity of water, and the many irrigated 
and fruitful “patches ” of land, the yield 
of the district scarcely exceeded 8/10ths of 


crop. 
‘Ten Wi S.E. of tho city, is a pond or 
small lake covering some 4 or 5 acres of 


land, know as “the Hundred Springs” (F 


JR, from which tho little stream above 
Feferred to dorives its, supply. Around 
‘are many springs pouring their 
es fy into while over its surface 
bubbles are constantly arising, indicating 
an invisible supply; even tho Surrounding 
ground is much of it moist from the water 
exuding from its surface. The water was 
lower usual, but there was a constant 
discharge equal in volume to five square 
feet. Wild fowl were swimming unmolested 
on its surface. On the N. side is a dragon 
temple, almost concealed by the reeds, 
which abound here. Such an abundant 
and unfailing supply of water in the mid: 
of surrounding sterility, and at so great a 
distance from the hills or any favorable 
locality for living springs, is a remarkable 
phenomenon, well calculated to inspire a 
‘superstitious eople with awe. It is cer- 
tainly a great boon to the near residents. 
To the S.W. the country soon resumed 
its sterile, sandy habit. ‘Trees gradually 
became fewer in number. Between 30 and 
40 ii S.W. of Hsun-teh-fu, is the sand river, 
a stretch of sand more than a li in width. 
Doubtless it was, in former times, the 
channel of a stream, now diverted to some 
other course, and perhaps divided into 
several smaller streams. But of this, or 
when water last flowed there, no intelligible 
account could be obtained. On either side, 
the country is little else than a sandy 
desert—the travelling slow and tiresome. 
‘About_65 i S.W. of the sand river (100 
from Hsun-teh-fu) is a fine Taoist 
temple, known as the Hwang Liang Méng 
(FEILH), said to have been erected in 
the time of Kang Hi. A number of old arbor 
vitae trees adorntheenclosure. Entering the 
gate, abridge leads across a lotus pond, 
about 200 by 100 feet in extent, and full of 
flourishing plants. There are three prin- 
cipal buildings, the first of. which contains 
an image of Han Tsung Li (/34 $i Bit), 
a hero of the T’ang dynasty, who is deified 
and worshiped as a protector against de- 
mons. The second bullding contains an 
image of Li Tung Pin ((4 fa] 24), 
disciple of the former. The third contains 


a stone image of Lu Séng (fi 4) repres- 




















enting him as reclining on the right side, 
asleep. He is said to have slept and 
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roamed, in this place, a dream which 
changed ‘his entire course of life from that 
of a grasping, avaricious mah to one of 
gentle, meditative habit. 

‘The country hereabout is uninviting 
enough, sandy and barren. ‘The villages 
hhave a ‘most dilapidated and desolate ap- 
pearance, as if it had not been agreat while 
since they entertained the rebels. About 
tivo-tenths of a crop was gathered this year. 

About 50 li further to the S.W., we 
camo to the footof hills, and to within 351i of 


Ping Cheng (GY Hf), up among the hills, 
where large quantities of common pottery 
ate made, as bowls, water jars, whisky vine- 
gar and oil jugs, oil Jamps, anda great variety 
‘of small articles for use and the amusement 
‘of children, ‘There are about 180 or 140 
furnaces, of which not more than 10 or 12 
are now in operation, on account of hard 
times. Their appliances are very simple. 
Moulds ‘are used for all articles of ir- 
regular shape, as teapots, jugs, &., 
‘but those of regular shape, into which the 
hand can be inserted, are formed by the 
hand alone from alump of clay placed in 
the centre of a flat stone, which is made 
to revolve rapidly. An upward pressure 
on the outer suriaco of this mass of 
revolving clay by the fingers, causes it to 
assume the form of a pyramid, and by 
depressing the thumbs into the apex, a 
bowl appears to grow out of the mass.” A 
skilful hand can make over 1,000 bowls 
aday, 

At this pes, ‘we_met grain merchants 
from near T’ai Yuen Fu, in Shansi. ‘They 
were engaged in the purchase and trans- 

ort of grain from Shantung into Shansi, 

‘heir account of the distress in tho ‘T'ai 
Yuen Fu valley presented a scene nob 
easily to be described. This year there 
was nbsolntely no liarvest, and the crop 
had been very small the’ two preceding 

eats, . Well-to-do farmers and mechanics 

ave been reduced to beggary. Hundreds 
are leaving the province daily in search of 
food: Women and girls are being sold for a 
tritling sum, and thus hundreds of families 
are being broken up and scattered. Doubt- 
Jess large numbers of Shansi refugees will 
bo found wherever there is food and 
whorever charity is bestowed. These 
merchants thought that the distress in 
central Shansi is greater ‘han in either the 
northern or southern portions. 

At this point we tured our faces east- 
ward, and were soon out in the open 
plain'again. Fifty li brought us to Tsz- 
chow EI), a city with a good wall, 
a long southern suburb, and, we were told, 
@ small business. Its ‘moat is supplied by 
the Fu-yang (25H) river, which rises 
in tho hills around "P'éng-chténg. | Tt is 
a pretty litle steam, about 20 feet wide 
and 2 or 8 deop, where we crossed it 

Tn this region we 





outside the East gate. 
had irrigated fields again. 
East of this, 40 li, is Lin-chang-hsien ([{S 
W), jnst in tho border of Honan, The 
villages about here have a most woo- 
Begone appearance, and the story of dis- 
‘tress was sad enough. Not one-tenth of a 
crop ld been produced. The oficals had 
ied for contributions in aid of the poor, 
but it was said that those having means 
proferred bestowing their charity privately. 
‘The city has a good wall, but appears to be 
Of 0 great importance,’ The Chang siver 
rans near by. East of Lin-chang the crops 
gradually improve for a distance of 118 li, 
to the Wei river. The only city passed 
was Tasming-fa (Jp vA RP where the 
roughness of the roads indicated that more 
rain had fallen than at any other point 
passed. In the gateway of this city were 
several pairs of boots, showing that there 
had been magistrates in authority there 
0 respected by the peopl, that they were 
‘compelled to conform to the traditions of 
the fathers and leave these remembrances 








of their good deeds behind them, on being 
transferred to other places. Here, as also 


at Lung-wang-miau (i =F J§), 18 
east, on the Wei river, the yield had 
averaged between 4/10ths and 5/10ths of 
acrop. We were surprised to find here 
aatream about 50 feet wide, varying from 
1to3 feet in depth, and ‘navigable for 
small boats to Hwai-chang-hsien, in 
Honan, about 700 or more li beyond this. 
‘We saw a fleet of quite large boats ascend- 
ing as we left this place, and, bearing 
towards the N., continued our way 
down this stream, known at Tientsin as 
the Grand Canal. ‘Nearly two days’ travel 
(185 i) brought us to Lin-ching-chow 


(BEVIN). near the junction of the 
Grand Canal and the Wei river, 840 li from 
‘Tientsin. 

In this section we found better crops 
than at any other point along the entire 
route, half a crop having been harvested. 
The city of Lin-ching-chow has a good 
wall, but the houses are very few and very 
poor. In the 3rd year of Hsien Féng, the 
rebels undermined the wall and destroyed 
nearly everything within it. All the business 
is done in the south suburb, the principle 
street of which is six li long, and has the 
appearance of great activity. 

The Canal does not present avery 
“ ” appearance at this point. It was 
about 20 feet wide, had very little water, 
and that little reminded one of the pools 
scattered about over our plain. It never 
contains running water, so far as I could 
earn, When the Yellow river is low, itis 
difficult getting the grain junks into the 
Canal, and difficult to get’ water enough 
to float them when in. Indeed, this seems 
to be accomplished only by means of dams 
or “locks,” placed at short intervals along 
the entire course of the Canal. Thus a 
fleet of boats is floated from point to point. 
Arrived at Lin-ching-chow, the boats are 
unloaded, dragged over a sloping elevation 
of mud into the Wei river, and then re- 
loaded. It takes about 100 coolies to drag 
‘a boat across this mud-bank. ‘The lowness 
of the Yellow river made it exceedingly 
difficult to drag the 430 boats which carried 
the grain this year, into the Canal. 

‘We saw many poor people here who had 
come from the surrotnding country, at- 
tracted by the better crops of this section— 
‘a supply which was decreasing rapidly. 

The only object of interest within the 
city itself is the Temple to Confucius, on 
of the finest Ihave, ever seen, Tt is i 

ood repair, well built and spacious, while 
Sf the tableis supposed to appertain to the 
Sage’. temples, not one is missing. 

‘rom this place, our route was N.E. 
through the Teh-chow (ffi fff) and Lao- 
ling districts (4% |), to Tientsin. 
Crchards of pear, apricot, and date abound 
along much of this road; but we found 
the harvest had been poorer and poorer as 
we proceeded North. Less wheat had been 
sown also, on account of the drought, than 
at Lin-ching-chow, where there had been 
more rain. Scareely a village was passed 
from which some of the Boat people had 
not gone away in search of food—frequently 
whole families—and many more would be 
compelled to go in a short time. They 
were seen by scores on the road every day, 
some going South, some North, to Tientsin 
or Manchuria, From the half-harvest at 
Lin-ching, it soon fell to 3/10ths, 2/10ths, 
‘and 1/10th of a crop ; and chaff, the leaves. 
of the sweet-potato, the pear and apricot 
trees, were saved with great care and mixed 
with the grain for foods 

In this part of Shantung but little wheat 
has been sown, and that little has not come 
‘up thick, and does not look vigorous. 

Between the respective distances of 240 
and 350 li S.E. of Tientsin, are three large 
‘but dry watercourses. One is certainly 
used now as an outlet to the sea for the 
surplus waters of the Wei river (or Grand 














Canal) in rainy seasons, But there seems 
reason to belicve that at some former 
period they were all channels of the con- 
stantly migrating Yellow river. Concernii 
the southernmost of the three, there is a 
tradition to this effect. Near 9 bridge 
across the middle one is a stone iablet, 
erected when the bridge was repaired in 
| the time of Tung Chih, the inscription on 
which says, “This bridge was built previous 
to the reign of the Emperor Yi, which 
began 2,205 2,0.” 

I know of no other evidence as to 
the antiquity of the first, bridge. thrown 
across this stream. Probably its builders 
would not recognise the present structure. 

‘There is little of interest along this 
road, save these beds of some ancient 
streams. Frequent orchards are passed, . 
Principally of the date, but, ax one travels 

‘orth from Shantung, there is a gradual 
decrease in the number of trees, till very. 
few are seen. 

‘Much of the land East of the Wei river 
is low-lying, is unproductive because of tho 
nitrous nature of the soil, and is sibject to 
inundation. 

‘This extended tour (2,280 li) revealed 
the fact of a vast deal of suffering in Chihli, 
Shansi, Honan, and Northern Shantung, 
Multitudes aro now on the verge of 
starvation, many have already died, while 
multitudes more have not half enough 
to carry them through the winter. Men 
heretofore well to do, having soveral tens 
of mow of land, and six, eight, or ten rooms 
in their houses, have, in multitudes of 
cases, torn down and ‘sold all the wood— 
doors, windows, rafters, ée.—of all the 
rooms save one, for a mere trifle to get a 
little money with which to buy food. 

It has made manifest, too, how easily, and 
to what a terrible degree, drought may affect 
the North of China, and bring suffering 
and death to thousands of its inhabitants, 
At best, they barely exist—they can scarcely 
enjoy life—for the land is poor. and they 
are fearfully oppressed. 

All the aid that can be given this winter 
will be only a mite of what is needed, but 
this does not diminish the obligation to do 
what we can. 








REPORT ON WOOSUNG DAR, 


Prepared by Captain Bridgford, R21, A., and 
“forwarded to the Shanghai Municipal 
‘Council, at the request of Admiral Ryder. 

The Whangpoo—Water, as Pascal soy9, 
is “not merely a road in motion, it is 

a travelling continental mass, which, in the 

centuries of yesterday, was covered with 

the eternal mountain snow, and will in the 
of to-morrow be fixed on the seashore 

to augment the domain of man.” 
depot __ ‘Rivera carry out the ciroula~ 
it vthe tion of solid as well as liquid 
seigned. matter; they are, like blood, ever 

Gore'et tho flowing life renewers. It is, 

Whanspe.” thus, requisite that we should 

study carefully the mode of operation which 

rivers adopt in their renovating action on 
the continents they traverse.”” 








‘The Whang. Elisée Reclus remarks, that 
Patfhetower -““all true rivers are divided into 





couneandis three courses, viz., the upper, 
yittout any middie, and lower.” ‘The hi 
ae, is a magnificent. example. of a 
river in which the threo divisions of its 
course are regularly developed (Carl Ritter, 
Etropa.) The upper course, the whole of 
which is included in the Alpine regions, 
bends round in a vast semicircle to Laufen~ 
burg and Basle, where the rapids cease. 
‘The middle course, remarkable for its regul- 
arity, rolls on uniformly to a point below 
Mayence. Then below Siebengebirge, be- 
tween two low banks of alluvial origin, 
commences the lower course, which ulti- 
mately terminates in the muddy estuaries 
of Holland.” 3 

“But for one river where the three lines 
of its course are marked with such distinct- 
ness, how many are there that exhibit no 
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marked difference between their various 
points of bed! Some are entirely rivers 
of the plain.” > 

‘Tuo tides in ‘The Oceanic portion of a river 
fhe Whanspoo ig characterized by the tides, 
itanceor90 which twice in twenty-fourhours 
mile tromits change the direction of its cur- 
Foxtons Tent, and cause the water to 
rilesfromits flow back up stream. In this 
jpouth, there portion of its development the 
filof6 fet, action of the stream is complete- 
ly modified, it is no longer a watercourse 
nor is it the ocean. The river mouth is not 
only: an entrance to a continent through 
which navigators may pass, it also opensan 
outlet to the sea water and enables it to 
ascond far inland, and to mingle with the 
liquid mass borne down by the river ; that 
portion, therefore, where the junction takes 
place between the salt and the fresh water, 
constitutes a geographical division which is 
Perfectly distinct from all the rest of the 

asin. 


‘TheWhang- _ Rivers of no great importance 
peccouldet above their ontlets, owe all 


gia tidal” their consequence to the power- 
ful tide waves, the water sent down being 
small in proportion to the liquid mass that 
thoy contain. ‘The alternate action of the 
tide waves, the to and fro motion of 
which ultimately governs the river, re- 
resent the natural forces: this exactly 
eseribes the Whangpoo, which owes all its 
consequence to the powerful tide waves. 

T have carefully studied the 
2ataewp. able and exhaustive reports 
sir made by Messrs. G, A. Escher 
and J. de Ryke; the various charts of the 
river ; the notes on the Geology of the 
Great Plain, by Dr. Lamprey, H.M’s 67th 
Regiment, published “in the Shanghai 
Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society ; 
and I have obtained much information 
from many persons whose avocations would 
presumably rendex them competent to 
Afford reliable information about the river. 
Furthermore, “I have taken, every, ad 
vantage of the many opportunities 1 have 
had to closely observe its peculiar char- 
acteristics, and agree that it is evident that 
the main’ source of water supply to the 
Whangpoo is tidal and derived from the 
estuary of the Yangtze, That the sipply 
from the Yangtze 1s larger in Summer 

artly owing to the drying up of the water 
shed of the Whangpoo, coupled with the 
fact that the Yangtze is in high flood), than 
in Winter (as during Winter there is less 
evaporation and more rain-fail; also, the 
Yangize is low), and that one of the edfvcts 
proved by the Sommer, variation is the 














leposit of an extra quantity of silt in the 
bed of the Whangpoo. 
Thenuetan _ AS M. Reclus truly says, 


at Wooung. ‘Byery ‘river possesses its own 
special peculiarities.” ‘The Whangpoo isnot 
an exception ; in point of fact it possesses 
‘one very special peculiarity, to wit, the 
false bars at Woosung. On referring to the 
charts of this section of the river, this 

ecial peculiarity is observable, and it is 
Gesctibed in deta in § 20-21, pages 29 and 
30, ‘Report on the Woosung Bar,” by 
Escher & de Ryke. 

Iam not aware of any similar instance 
of a river possessing distinct flood and 
ebb channels; certain it is, that the 
Junk Channel is the former, and the 
Ship Channel the latter; hence the two 
lips or false bara, one the flood bar, the 
other the ebb ; without doubt, as long as 
thé channels remain so will the bars. 

‘Their effect ‘The Whangpoo in the vicinit 
onthe river, of a ‘h’s ‘alana is, s pcm A 
the capacity of its bed, in a state of strangu- 
lation. At Pheasant Point (according to 
Escher and de Ryke’s report), the mean 
sectional area during Spring: 

feet. Above -Gough’s Island (section K), 
its section is about the same, perhaps a 
little larger; while the collective mean 
sectional areas of the two false bars (vide 
section B & H same report), taking of 
course the smallest section in each channel, 





= 55,100 square | by 











amounts to 41,650 square feet, viz., B sec- 
tion, Ship Channel=19,050 square feet, and 
H section, Junk Channel=22,600 square 
feet. Thus shewing a choke of 13,450 
square feet of mean section area, being a 
reduction of nearly } in the mean carry- 
ing capacity of the river bed, and equal in 
carrying capacity to nearly 910,000, 
cubic feet of water during one flood tide 
(LW-+10.) 

‘This most seriously affects the river, and 
will continue to do so as long as the two 
channels exist. 

To this choke may be attributed the rapid 
decrease in the rise of tide between Woo- 
sung and Shanghai. This decrease affects 
the whole of the upper tidal waters, which 
extend for 90 miles up the river, and causes 
the loss of an enormous water storage. 

‘To explain this choke more clearly, I 
refer to the annexed diagram, and with its 
aid shew the choke or strangulation of the 
channel in this section of the river. 

The flood tide, as represented by tho 
arrows, enters the river in full force, and 
having rounded Pheasant Point, that portion 
of the tide entering the Ship Channel is 
impeded by the bar over which it flows 
(section B, Ship Channel), the main flood 
flows up the wedge shaped channel off the 
Harbour Master's house, above which it is 
impeded by the bar in the Junk Channel 
Gection H, Junk Channel). Pouring over 
this with great velocity, it effects a junction 
with the portion of the flood stream which 
has poured over the impediment st section 
B (Ship Channel bar). We have now in 
the reunited stream the exact total amount 
of water that was able to pass through 
section B + section H+ the amount of 
water that reached laterally over the flats, 
as indicated by the small blue arrows; this 
lateral flow of water cannot amount to more 
than 160,000,000 cubic feet per spring tide 
(L W+10), ‘and at neaps to not more 
than 13,000,000 cubic feet. 

‘To further illustrate the effect pro- 
duced :—Assume for argument that A B 
represents one section of a semi-cylindrical 
trough, in which water is flowing in the 
direction of A to Bor B to A; let there 
be placed an obstruction C (corresponding 
to Middle Ground or Gough's Island), as 
shewn in the diagram, with two apertures, 
aand b (corresponding to the bars.) 
pi the diameter of the trough at A or 

=40. 

‘Then area=628.3=capacity of trough at 
AorB 

Let the diameter of a=12, that of b=18, 

then area of 12= 56.5 
do. 18=197.2 














Total capacity of a and b=183.7 
Total capacity of obstruction=444.6 
Now lot V =velocty st A 3 

v= do at a 5 

gz 8S bs tne 
‘To find the effect of the obstruction on V :— 
‘The quantity of water passing at AB 
628.3 x V = 56.5 x v+ D7.2 x v. 
= 282.5 + 636. = 918.5 Va 28s 

With the obstruction, V =1.46 knots. 
Without obstruction, knots less, the 
accelerated velocity at a 
and b caused by the 
water heaping up in front 

of the obstructions. 
Thus shewing that the apertures « and) 
arbitrarily regulate the amount of water 


es 


‘Now referring to appendix E and E2 
(cross sections of the Wangpoo river, Escher 
and de Ryke), you will there observe the 
erroneous method of computing the capacity 
of the river-bed between sections A and H, 
taking the sectional areas of both 
el Is, as is done in those tables. Observe 
the sectional area for Pheasant Point at all 
times of tide ; also the same sections K to 
P._ Where the totals given in sections A 
to H to represent the true capacity of the 














ig at A or B, by checking the velocity | & 


| Means by 





river-bed, then most decidedly there would 


be less velocity of tide in those sections 
than at either Pheasant Point or above, at 
sections K to P. But in point of fact 
the current is most rapid, therefore most 
choked, in the portion of those sections that 
contain the two bars or chokes; and also, 





owing to the river curves, one channel does -- 
000 | most of the work during the flood, the 


other during the ebb. It will thus be seen 
that the actual-choke is to be found on the 
false bars, and not. at the Pheasant Point 
section as assumed in the report of Escher 
and de Ryke. 

‘Thoremeiy When man attempts to med- 
props." Ale with nature, he ean only sue 
ceed in permanently modifying its aspect 
by studying the constant laws of its 
phenomena, and by making his work con- 
form to these. Now, if by any reasonable 
means, the whole volume of theriver can be 
diverted into one channel, these false bars 
will cease to exist; one ‘will silt up, the 
other will be entirely removed, and this 
section of the river will be as free for the 
purposes of navigation as the sections 
above and below are at present. Bearing 
in mind that the very life of the V 00 
depends upon the fullest admission and 
emission of the great tidal stream, and 
referring to the charts of that section of the 
river, i€ is quite evident that the Junk 
Channel is the trae channel that ought to 
convey the whole volume of the river over 
that section. We have nature trying hard 
to assert herself in that direction. Does not 
the strong flood tide, the vital streain on 
which the river feeds, sweep through this 
channel in preference to the Ship Channel ; 
and, but for the false bar, caused by colli- 
sion with slack water in the Ship Channel 
above Gough's Island it would be projected 
past Gough's Island in vastly incrensed 
volume, thereby adding largely to the 
already’ existing supply of water for the 
ensuing ebb tide. If nature is to bo 
assisted, then it must be apparent that it 
can only and effectually be done by the 
removal of the bar at the upper end of the 
Junk Channel, = 

‘Therefore, if it be considered desiReR=Bot 
improve this section of the river, the first 
object to be attained is the enlargement of 
the sectional area of the most shoal portion 
of the Junk Channel, as by having an 
enlarged area, a much’ greater volume of 
flood tide water will be projested past 
Gough’s Island and so stored for supplying 
the ebb with increased volume. As this 
enlargement. progresses, the strength of 
the ebb will at first increase in the Ship 
Channel, owing to the increased volume of 
water received through the Junk Channel ; 
but it will also, from the same cause, plus 
























the enlargement of she channel, inevense 
the ebb in the Junk Channel. (Now this 





channel has a great& fall, being shor 
than the Ship Channel, and this is a very 
important factor during the changing of 
the river bed), Gradually the volume dia 
charged by the Junk Channel will exceed 
that discharged by the Ship Channel to 
such an extent that the false bar or lip at 
its lower end will commence to silt up, thus 
increasing the choke to. the ebb in that 
channel." By this time the Junk Channel 
ought to have a minimum depth of 12 feet 
atlow watersprings. Eventually the depth 
‘will be between four and five fathoms, and 
the present Ship Channel will have ceased 
to exist. 











‘of ‘The principal advantages of 
eremely this scheme are— 

Tst.—That the navigation will not be 
impeded during the progress of the works, 

2nd.—Ie will give more rise of tide up 
the river. 

Srd.—The restoring of that section of 
the river to one channel, navigable at all 
times of tide, instead of as at present having 
two channels that are only navigable at 
certain times of tide. 

In the first place, Iam decid~ 


the reeds 





hic the edly of opinion that dredging is 
preperetaas Rot alone the most economical 


‘be amived at. and practical method ; but I am 


Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission. 


| 








560 


The H.-C. Herald and S. C. & C. Gasette. Dec. 13, 1877. 








certain that the great simplicity and mobility 
af the appliances necessary for such work, 
render the adoption of this method vastly 
preferable to any other. Were this a true, 
instead of as it is a false bar, I might be of 
another opinion; but I merely look upon 
this matter in the light of an obstruction 
that it is found necessary to remove from 
the bed of a tidal river. “ It is well-known 
that the most successful works of a similar 
nature have been invariably accomplished 
by the use of the dredge. For instance, 
the tidal portions of the rivers Thames, 
Clyde, Liffey, Lee, Avon (Bristol), &e.; 
the great tidal basin at Portsmouth harbor, 
the latter depending solely on the sufficient 
storage of tidal waters to supply the 
requisite power necessary to produce an 
efficient scour during the ebb. In all these 
instances, the dredge has been successful. 

Now in the case of the Loire, Garronne, 
and other rivers, the various obstacles 

laced to control the waters not only 

iled, but these obstacles were for some 
time an actual bar to the further naviga- 
tion of the rivers. 

‘No doubt there are successful examples 
of the use of obstacles, as in the case of the 
Scheldt, but the state of matters in the 
river Scheldt is very different from that in 
the river Whangpoo. y 

Another great advantage in using the 
dredge, is the fact that there is no limit to 
the amount of deviation possible ; and that 
during any stage of the works it may be 
stopped without detriment, Such is not 
tho case if the aystein of fascine framework 
{zinkstikks) be adopted. Should any of these 
by any accident become displaced, or should 
it bo considered Necessary to remove any 
portion of them, the expense of so doing 
would bo very great and the labor immense ; 
in fact, once committed to such a system, 
and you are bound down to it for ever. If 
Jit produces an unexpected and unwished- 
for effect, that is likely to endanger the 
navigation of the river, you cannot stop its 
action excopt by laboriously removing the 

“423ux, oF by the adoption of some pallia- 
‘ave’ measures involving the use of more 
material of a similar nature. 

Phewant Pheasant Point would benefit 
Point." much by the turning of the whole 
volumo of water into the Junk Channel, as 
‘tho ebb would then strike it at a favorable 
angle, instead of as at present flowing 
parallel to its left bank. 

Probablecort, Including every possible con- 
tingency, I should roughly estimate that 
Tis. 180,000 would be required to complete 
the work, The plant remaining would be 
useful in dredging out the silt in front of 
Pootung Point, and also in clearing the 
berths in front of some of the wharves. 


§. T. Brivororp, 
Captain, R.M. A. 
Superintending Oivil Engr. 
, Yokohama, August, 1877. 





Extract from the Journal of the North-hina 
Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society, 
published at Shanghai, December, 1865.— 

Nores ox Hz Gzotocy or mms Great 

Psat, By Dr. Lanprey, SuRcroN, 
HLM.’s 677m Rect. 

A. superficial viow of the country around 
Shanghai, which constitutes a portion of this 
area (the Great Plain), cannot fail to impress 
‘with its character of extreme flatness, for, 
‘the exception of a small hill or two, 
barely discernible, on aclear day, in the south- 
western horizon (‘Tsing-poo Hills), apparently 
ao undulation of the surface is anywhere 
risible, Lf we ascend a Pagoda or any other 
high structire, we see a highly cultivated 
country, intersected in all directions with 
canals and orecke communicating with the 
‘Whangpoo, a wide and tortuous river wendiog 
its way to the Yangtze. If we travel up the 
‘Whangpoo, to the southward we entera series 
of wide crecks and shallow lakes, which at 
Tength conduct us to a large extent of water 
called the Taihoo lake, estimated at 60 miles 
Tong by 30 miles wide.’ The Taihoo lake is 
Yery shallow, being generally about 5 fect in 











depth. Along its whole circumference, there 
are but few landing places, the margin of the 
ake being of a marshy character, so that 
‘small boats cannot reach nearer than 300 yards 
of the land. Here, while the conutry passed 
over wears the commea flatness, we notice 
ranges and isolated groups of hills of no great 
elevation, which are continuous with the 
mountainous districts running through the 
south and far west of the continent. 

‘It appears from the ancient records of the 
Chinese that the drainage of these lakes was 
formerly effected by a large river named the 
Woosung, whose course bas been obliterated 
toa great extent, though formerly it is said 
to have been ral miles wide, and to have 
een, at ono time, one of the channels by 
which the Yangtsze reached the sea; the 
present Soochow Creek would indicate the 
former course of this river, which appears to 
have bifurcated a some remote period, one 
branch turning eastward and the other passing 
to the northward, where it entered the sea, or 
er estuary of the Yangteze, at Woosung. 
short, the present river communication 
between the entrance to the Soochow Creek 
Woosung would be the direction of one of 
sient In the 14th cent this 

ortion of the river became so shallow by the 

feposition of alluvial matter, that it was 
necessary to deepenits bed. At tho sam 

a deep channel was dug to connect the waters 
of the Woosang with the Whangpoo, whicb, 
previous to this period, appears to have been 
moro a aeries of expanded sheots of water, the 
Chineso word 7ffj 700 having this significa. 
tion, than a river couree as it is at present. 
These records alo inform us that the channel 
of the Woosung has been frequently choked 
up since then by alluvial mattor, and that 
Je has required || cousiderable amount of 
ja 










































ranning in ‘the direction of the 
bed, which at one time was only a bow-shiot 
in width. 

‘Turning northward by the course of the 
Whangpoo for a distance of about 12 miles 
fe jhanghai, we are led to the great Yang- 

rises in the mountains of the 

i fh the middle 

it were, into 

two great portions, receiving in its course the 

waters of many tributaries, and at length 

enters the sea not many miles distant from 
Shanghai. 

It is stated in the Chineso Records (Rev. J. 
Eikins), that the Yangtze-kiang formerly 
entered the sea by three channels, designated 
the northern, southern, aud middle Kiang ; 

first took the courso of the present 
igtze, the second entered the soa at Yu- 
yau, passing by Hangchow city (this was 
closed in the third century), the middle mouth 
was either at Canpu or Woosung, in short, 
followinig the course of the old Woosung Ri 
‘The subject of the ancient mouths of 
Yangtze-kiang, as deseri in old Chinese 
Records, has been ably: treated by the Rev, 
Mr, Edkine in the published transactions of 
the * North-China Branch of the Royal Asiati 
Society,” in the Journal of 1860, in wi 
shows 
among Chinese scholars as to the course of 
the middle Kiang and southern Kiang, the 
northern Kiang having maintained its original 
position throughout. 

An important feature of the character of the 
Yang-tee is that it is subject to a tidal in- 
fluence for a considerable distance from its 
mouth, the flood stream being 
Nanking, and a rise and fall of 
being noticed in Ki 
miles farther up the 

At the entrance of 
there appears to be little periodical variation 
in the depth of the water, beyond what 
‘occurs at apring aud neap tides; though at 
Hankow, a distauce of 604 miles from the sea, 
it rises in summer to a height of 24 feet above 
‘its lowest level ; at Kiu-kiang it rises to a 
height of 22 feet; and at Nanking 12 feet ; 
showing a gradual decline of the height of the 
annual rise towards the mouth of the river. 

The annual rise in the waters of the Yang- 
‘tse resembles the same phenomenon as ob- 
served in the Nile, where the rise is only 4 
feet higher, and in the Ganges ‘where it is 7 
feet lower ; in all these rivers the inundation 
Presents much the same appearance of a 
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at there has been much controversy 


























x from the sea, 














broad expanse of water covering the surround. 
ing country for wiles, with occasional island. 
like clusters of trees appearing here and 
there on the surface. In the case of the 
‘Yangtse, these inuudations aro said zo attain 
a higher level every fourth year, when the 
population inhabiting the plains are obliged 
to remove to higher grounds and wait for the 
subsidence of the flood, which commences to 
descend gradually in August, unless the 
occurrence of rain would ca is 

i the river reaches its lowest level in 
winter. 

‘The water of the river is of the samoranddy 
colour noticed further down its course, and im 
audition to carrying a large proportion of this 

isl, in a mixed state, the water whan at 
its highest level, moves ‘with such velocity 
that it carric ‘ith it four feet of the mud of 
er in a continuous stream, 

That there is a less volume of water in the 
river than formerly, is evidenced by tho high 
bunds it was found necessary to conatruct to 
Keep out the high water, which in former 
days overflowed the districts east and west 
of the city; such floods apparently do not 
now occur. It onght to be borne in mind 
too, that the river in front of the Settlements, 
from Soochow Creek to Tong-ka-du, is arti- 
ficial, and that it would bo easy to obliteratd 
its course by gradual encroachments on its 
width, as to enlarge the shallow crook 
which’ proviously connected the Whangpoo 
with the Woosung. 




























‘Mr. Thos, W. Kingemill, in a general ““Re- 
trospect of events in China and Japan, for the 

ear 1865,” and published by the North-China 
Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society at Shang. 
hhai,in Deo. of that year, remarko -— 

“iPhe atato of the river Whangpoo, on the 
froo navigation of which tho prosperity of 
Shanghai depends, has Intely given causo for 
serious anxiety. ‘An action taken in the Su- 

0 Court by Her Britannio Majesty's 

nant, at the sult of the Chinese authorition, 
resulted in a verdict in favor of the right of 
tha latter over ground claimed from the river, 
‘The evidence on both sides, though somewhat 
contradictory, appeared to to a rapid 
diminution in the quantity of water pas 
through the river ; within tho last fow yoars 
the banks at both ‘sides of the river have ad- 
yanoed from 100 to 180 feet on tho stroamn, 
and threaten unless som active measures aro 
taken, to reduce the anchorage to the dimen 
ious of a tidal creck. ‘That this is no idle 
fear, is proved by the instances of ott 
able rivers in the samo distriot having been 
silted up, and towns formerly of great import- 
ance being thereby reduced to'the level of 
wretched villages,” 























Gorrespondence. 





THE MUSEUM. 


To the Editor of the 
‘Nosru-Carwa Dany News. 

Dear Sm,—The shooting soason is begin 
ning, and if Phoebus only deigns to smile, 
numerous parties are soon going to start 
for a shor’ holiday and sporting expedition. 

The arrival in Huchow (according to 
native information) of the Mongolian sand 
grouse—usually a very rare bird in this 
neighbourhood, and of which two speci 
mens have just been sent to the Museum,— 
seems to indicate the coming of a severe 
winter in the North, which will probably 





send us 4 number of migratory and water 
binds. If some of our Nimrods will spend 
some of their shot on strange birds, not 


destined for the table but for the show- 
cases of our Museum, they would render 
invaluable assistance to our growing collec- 
tion, and thus deserve the hearty thanks of 
all the devotees to Natural Science. 
For those who can discriminate between 
<< Gorras ,torquatus”. and“ Phasianua 
muatus,” and are willing to to the 
Kmciriedge of the oruithelogy of Northern 
bina, I beg to append a list of birds which, 
though found in Shantung and Chihli, aré 
still missing in our Museum collection -— 
Buteo Japonicus—Eastern red-legged 
faloon. sa 
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‘Astur badius. 
japonicus. 
Enbesin ost, 
Peridtocotus tinerous, 
Podiceps commutus. 
‘Anas zonothyncha, sw. 


Ciconia, 2 var. 
A.A. Favver, 
Honorary Curator of the Shanghai Museum. 
Shanghai Musoum, 6th Dec., 1877. 





‘TWIN CASES. 


To the Editor of the 
Norra-Cawa Hzratp. 

Sm,—The report of your negotiations 
about” the ‘horse rod” having fallen 
through, because the Treaty does not specify 
that Iand is to be sold for that purpose, 
reminds me of a chapter in my own ex- 
perience which occurred quite recently with’ 
The officials of the Celestial Empire. For a 

warpose which is made legitimate in the 
Featies ‘between China and Christian 
countries, I had rented a house in a city 
nota thousand miles from the Model Settle- 
ment. The purposo was fully explained to 
the landlord; and the whole negotiations 
‘were carried on and concluded, not only in 
accordance with the stipulations, 
‘ut in accordance with regulations made by 
the Chinese officials themselves. As the 
use for which the houso was rented was 
almost an entire novelty in the place, the 
landlord and his middle men very naturally 
stipulated that I should got some kind of 
oflicial sanction before taking possession of 
the premises. This I assured them should 
be no difficult undertaking, as the matter 
was made clear in the ‘Treaties between 
China and the West, When the bargain 
was all properly concluded, and I was ready 
to take possession, I called on the magistrate 
to request somo’ kind of 8 proclamation 
that would assure the people that their new 
neighbour had not come for any improper 
purposes, such as gouging out eyes, &c., 
&o._ The old gentleman, with great parade 
of state and wisdom, called for a bool 
Having looked over it for somo time, tal’ me 
that it was all very true that my purpose 
was a kind and good one, and that it was 
according to the Treaty between China and 
my honorable country ; but the Treaty 
only guaranteed me protection and said 
nothing at all about a proclamation! I, of 
course, told him that he was perfectly right ; 
that I’ was guaranteed protection and did 
not care a farthing how it was extended if 
it was only extended. Ho would do 
nothing more, however, ana thus the matter 
stands for the present.’ I trust tho end is 
not yet. But the parallel between the 
method adopted to prevent my 
possession of little house in an inlan 
City, and that adopted to. prevent the 
Municipal Council from building a road 
near Shanghai, is certainly striking enough 
to show that the two children have a 
common parentage. 

‘The Council wanted to build a road, not 
in an unknown region in some interior 
provine, but in Shanghat ; not for a steam 
carriage, but for horses and foot passengers ; 
from your report of the matter they had 
respected the people’s prejudices or scruples 
in regard to graves; and had guaranteed 
that the watercourses needed for irrigation 
would not be interfered with. ‘These two 
points were both wise and necessary. It is 
safer and wiser to back out from almost 








any with the Chinese, than give 
them offence in regard to the graves of their 
ancestors. The would-be purchasers had 


also agreed with the owners of the property 
in ‘regard to tho prico; but the transfer 
could not be made without an official stamp. 
‘And when the proper functionary is applied 


to for the necessary stamp, instead 


jing it he hunts y old books, 
Sta thotgh he finds nothing st all. agains} 


itin the constitution of the Empire ; though 
there are no high telegraph or other 
poles to be erected that might interfere 
‘with the fung-shuey of the neighbourhood, 
yetas the Treaty only speaks of ground for 

» churches, and godowns, but says 
nothing of a horse road, the stamp cannot 
be given. And the would-be purchasers 
are begged not to disturb the international 
harmony by obstinately insisting that 
their reqiest be granted! And so the 
Barbarian is compelled again to knock 
head to the Celestial. 

‘The idea that a house, the rent of 
which does not amount to more than 
perhaps two or three dollars a month, 
or that such an outlandish institution 
as a horse road should be made an 
international’ affair, and submitted to 
the son of heaven or his satellites, is 
one that it is very hard for the native 
official mind to fathom. But notwith- 
standing its acquaintance with the Chinese 
Classics, there still remain quite a number 
of important subjects, international and 
human, to mention no others, on which 
it has still much to learn; and on which 
wo trust that it will be better instructed 
before the end of the present century. 

The owners of the land will certainly be 
made to suffer by their paternal govern- 
mont, if they sell at present to the Council 
for the proposed purpose. It is perha 
doubtful whether they have not ‘already 
suffered for being willing to sell. This 
must by all means be avoided, whatever 
our opinion may be of that ‘reciprocity 
qihich permits poor people to be punished 
for so doing. And if such things are 
beyond the reach of existing ‘Treaties, it is 
fondly to be hoped that they will not 
always remain so, One step at a time, 
however. 





Orvis Moxp1. 





Saw Reports. 





CIVIL SUMMARY COURT. 


Shanghai, 10th Dee. 
Before R. A. Mowar, Esq. 


R. Scuorrexp », Tnowas ManstAtt. 
This was an action to recover ‘Ils, 46.; 
ndered, for a general average. 
ted that in August Inst be 
ipped some vargo in the lorcba Kin-le-yuen, 
of mich the defendant was the owner. “The 
Jorcha left port and encountered bad weather 




























outside, ‘To save the vessel a portion of the 
cargo was jettisoned. ‘The lorcha returned 
to port and the shippers agreed to take a 





general average, and a document to thi 
was drawn up and signed by the partis. It 
was pow nearly three montlis ayo, and he bad 
plied to the defendant several times for a 
settlement, but had not been able to obtain 
one, Yo was entitled toreceive the amount 
of the present el 

Defendant explained that the reason he had 
not settled with the plaintiff was because he 
had not yet been paiil by all the shippers agree- 
ing to tie general average. ‘Two Chinese had 
not yet paid, and it was very difficult to get 
the money from them. They were indebted 





effect 





























to him in the amount of ls. 96, which was 
neatly a third of the whole amount. Ail the 
papers relating to the transaction were at his 
office. He had not brought them to the Court, 
but he was willing to do so, or plaintiff might 
iugpect than at his office. 

Hoxour a#journed the case for a week, 


















and desired defendant to take steps to obtain 
the Tls, 96 from the two Chinese shippers, and 
to give the plaintiff an opportunity to inspect 


the papers relating to the transaction, 





POLICE COURT. 


Shanghai, 4th Dec. 
Beforo R. A. Mowar, Esq. 
R. (Pouce) ». Wrirrast Scaxton. 
Drunkenness. 
Defendant, a ficeman of the steamer Orestes, 





was found by the Police drunk and incapable 
in the Taiping road, on Monday night, 


Ordered to pay costs, and return to his 
ip. 





R, (Captain Kwtort) 2. Deis Guuuivan, 
Refusal of Duty. 

Defendant, an able seaman of the Leander, 
was summoned for ‘continued wilful dis- 
obedience of lawful commands.” 

Complainant stated that defendant hed 
refused duty from the 26th November. He 
had been on board the ship all the time since, 
doing nothing. Altogether he had refuse 
duty for twenty days, which were logged 
against him, 

‘Defendant said it was true he had refased 
duty, but it was owing to the captain having 
called him “out of his name,” and promising 
him his discharge, which he afterwards 
refused. Tho captain nd also stopped. his 
food on board. i 

Complainant said he did not intend keeping 
deferdant on board. He had prot 4 him 
his discharge when the ship went into the 
stream, and was prepared to give it him as 
soon as he returned to his work, Since the 
summons had been served upon the defendant, 
he (the complainant) had restored his allow- 
auce of food. 

It was pointed out to defendant (who ap- 
peared to think bis deprivation of food on 
board, a great hardship) that if he would not 
work ‘he could not expect to eat, a proposi+ 
tion he did not seem to appreciate. 

‘Complainant, in answer to further questions, 
said there were about £12 wages due the de- 
fendavt, but he would like the loss of timo 
logged ‘against him to be deducted from 
that amount. Defendant had given much 
trouble on board, and it was not intended to 
keep him in the ship. 

is Wonsatr ordered defendant to forfett 
twenty days’ wages, to pay the cost of tho 
summons, aud to return to his ship at onco, 

















R, (Cm1yo-Kee) v. 8, Goway and J. Daws, 

Charge of Assault and Witful Damage, 

Gowan, a seaman of the Fleurs Castle, was 
summoned for assaulting the complainant ; 
apa Dawe, a seaman of H.B.M.'s gunveonel 
Sheldrake, w ummoned for breaking a small 

large one, and si 
pane of glass, in the shop of the 
plainant, in Hongkew, on Sunda; 
—Complainant, however, insteat 
the charge of wilful damage, claimed from 
Dawe the sum of $37.80, as’ the value of 
the property destroyed’ and injured. —'Tho 
articles were produced in Court, when it was 
found that the lurge vase was but slightly 
chipped aud not materially injured,” the 
one and the pane of “glase being 
irreparably broken, 

‘The charge against Dawe was taken first, 
an officer of the Sheldrake being present during 
the investigation. —Heding was interpreter, 

Cmxo-Kex, who presented himaelf fo 
examination a3 witness, said he had charge 
in the um he claimed for the pair of larg 
vases, as, one being chipped, he would not 
able to sell them for their proper value. He ha 
left the fellow-vase in his shop.—The witnee 
then began what promised to be along alate 
ment respecting the occurrence, but it turned 
out that he was not in the shop at the timo, 
ani knew nothing more than he had been told 
ly his shopman about it, Ho was ordered to 
siand down, 

Defendant's statement, in which he was borne 
out ly Gowan, was that they went into Ching- 
kee’s shop to buy a bottle of gin. ‘The shopman 
wanted to charge 50 cents for it, and Gowan 
put down a dollar to pay for it, but defendant 
told itn not to pay s0 much and that 25 cents 
would be sufficient. ‘The native accountant, 
‘who was also present, then gave him a pusb, a3 
a check for telling Gowan that the price of 
the gin was 25 cents only. ‘The push caused 
defendant to stagger against the largo. vaso, 
whicl fell upon the smaller one aud broke it, 
Some eight or nine Chinese then came, some 
of whom seized hold of defendant, and in the 
struggle which ensued the pane of glass was 
broken. 

‘The shopman was called as a witness, and 
wished to m: it appear that the defendant 
aud Gowan hada struggle in the shop, and 
so did the damage.—in reply to further 
questions, the witness said there was only 
himself aud the accountant in the shop ab 
the time. ‘The accountant was not in Court 

His Wonsuir said the accountant ought to 
have been brought as a witness, 
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‘Another native witness was called for the 
inant, but on being questioned, said 
not’ in the shop at the time, and 
jothing of the occurrence. He was 
nt to take out the summonses against the de- 
ats, 
Mr, Stacezixo said that perhaps it might 
explain matters more clearly, and probably 
shorten the case, if he informed His Worship 
that when the defendants were brought to the 
Police Station, he asked the native witnesses 
‘several qu and found that the defend- 
‘ants did go into the shop to purchase a bottle 
of giv. “When the shopman asked for 60 
cents, the defendants talked together about 
tho price ; when the accountant pushed Itawe 
in a playful way, to stop him speaking about 
the price, when Dawe, as he had himself said, 
stumbled against the lerger vase, which fell 
and led to the other damage. ‘The shopman 
said at the Police Station that the two defend- 
ants were fighting in the shop ; but the ac- 
countant, who was also qzestioned, coutra- 
dicted this, 

‘The shopman, on being asked a ques 
tion upon this point, now said that tl 
fondant pushed Gowan against the large vase, 

Gowax, called, said he did not strike any- 
ono in the shop ; neither did Dawe push him, 
nor he Dawe. ‘They were standing some dis- 
tance apart, and Dawe was leaning against a 
stanchion in the shop, when the Chinaman 

ushed him, Was certain a Chinaman pushed 

awe against the vase, 

His Honour directed tho intorpreter to tell 

pushed 

































Ching-keo that it appeared Dawe wi 
by a Chinaman against the large vase, wh 
fell and broke the other. It was, therefore, 
the Chinaman’s own fault, ‘The other China- 
man who saw it done, was uot brought to 
Court, as he ought to have been, as a wituess, 
Tf the way it had been described was the way 
it happened, it was quite clear Dawe was not 
responsible, but that it was the man who 
pushed him, ‘The claim of $37.10 for the pair 
Of vases, of which one was ouly hippo 
Titulo, aud the other not injured, ‘way ri 
culous, 





















sod, 
B, on being asked if he charged 
Gowan-with assaulting him, roplied no, aud 
that he had only suminoned hin because he 
was “the other man in the shop.” 


5th Dec, 
R, (Cumvese) v, James Cunnss. 
Charges of Assault. 

Defendant was summoned by two jinrikeba 
cooley, Suevchuog Tia and Chau-pab Sang, 
for assaulting them -about ten o'clock on 
Suturday amorning Jas! jefendant was 
* brought up in custody of the Police on Mon- 
: day, on the same charges, but ‘com- 
plainants not appearing, he was discharg 
fd told that if summonses were iasued aga 

































ful} him he would have to appear agai 
otuny an unemployed seaman, living at the Boar's 
thsi Head Tavern, Hougkew. 

‘The firet-named complainant did not now 








pear, and defendant, on being asked if 
Ited the second, who was standing near 
him in Court, said he did not know the m 
‘but there was another, not now present, a 
short stout man, whom he struck in his 
owa defence, and who afterwards ran away 
with his (defendant's) hat. He was ridin 
iu a jinriksha to the Sailors’ Home, and 
on arriving there told the coolie to wait 
outside till he came out; but the coolie 
thought he was not going to pay the fare, 
came inside the Sailors’ Home gateway to him, 
and gave him two or thr pease, besides 
snatohing his hat off. Ho could not ‘keep his 
temper on being served so, and struck the 
coolie with his open hand, but not to burt 
him, and the coolie then ran off with his hat 
down the Broadway. He did not see the 
complainant now present at all. It happened 
about ten o'clock in the forenoon, and he 
(defendant) was sober. After he left the 
Soilors’ Home, he was going to the Hougkew 
lice Station to report the coolie for stealing 
hat, when he met a Police Sergeant com- 
ing out, who took him into custody and 
locked him up. Thero were no foreigners 
nar the gate of the Sailors’ Home to see the 
affair, but person afterwards gave him 
another hat, He went to the Sailors’ Home 
to speak to Cox, a constable employed there, 
and saw and spoke to him. j 
CHAU-PAH SUNG, deposed, through Hedin, 
—About tea o'clock on Saturday morning, 









































was with my jinricksba near the gate of the 
China Merchants’ Wharf. I had taken a 
Chinaman there, and was sitting in the door- 
way waiting for aiother fare, when the défend- 
ant came up in another jinriksbs, He 
was not He got out of the 
jinrikshs, and begsn to strike the coolie 
who had pulled him, but I do not know what 
for. I did not see the coolio take defendant's 
bat; but on being struck the eoolie ran away. 
I had done nothing: to defendant, and was 
still sitting down when he came to me and 
struck me twice with his fist—on my mouth 
and side. My mouth bled at the time, I do 
not know why he struck me. I went tofetch 
apoliceman, and the defendant walked by my 
side as far as the Sailors’ Home. The China 
Merchauts’ Wharf is below the Sailors’ Home. 
Defendant went into the Sailors’ Home, and 
I went on to the Hongkew Police Station, and 
gave information ci the assaults, Defendant 
was wearing a lat when he went in at the 
Sailors’ Home gate, ‘The other coolie followed 
us there, and defendant again struck him. A 
policeman came with me from the Station, 
and defendant was takon into custody. 
‘Worsutr (to defendant) —Complainant’s 
story and yours differ widely, and as the 
Policeman who took the charge down is not 
in Court, I shall adjourn the case till to- 
morrow ‘morning for his attendance, You 
must ‘be here at ten o'clock, anid if you wish 
to call Cox, or anybody else a3 a witness, you 
had better warn them to be present. 

















6th Dee, 
R, (Carvese) v, Jases Connis, 
Adjourned Charges of Assault, 
Defendant had been summoned for assault- 
ing two jinriksha coolies ; the case was partly 
heard on Weduesday, and’ was adjourned for 
the production of further evidence,—One of 
the complainants was egain absent. 











‘Acting Police-sergeant Oxses stated that 
when defendant was taken to tho Hongkow 
Police Station on the morning of the assault, 








he was not sober. 


said that defendant was taken by the othi 
coolie past the Sailors’ Home, at which pl 
he wanted to stop; and that when defen 
found where he was, he struck the runner who 
was drawing him, Defendant then wanted to 
get into the jinrikeha belonging to the second 
Complainant, who, having seen him strike the 
other man, refused to let him ride, whereupon 
defendant’ struck him ‘Defendant ad- 
mitted to 
Defendant, 























soon as an 
What he di 
did in his own defence, and thought he had 
been already punished enough for it, as he 
was locked up for forty-eight hours in Hong- 
kew Police Station. had been in and 
about Shanghai for six years, and had 
been in trouble like this before. Ho could 
appeal to residents in Shangh 
charactor. 

His Worsmrr said with regard to de- 
fendant’s having been locked up for forty- 
ight hours, that he could not help it. If 
men would do wrong ou a Saturday, they 
can't complain if they are locked up till Monday 
morning. The particular man whom defendant 
was charged with assaulting, was not the man 
whotook hishat, but amau who apparently had 
done uothing to him, The first mau, however, | 
Was not preseut, and there was in consequence 
ouly one charge against defendant to be dealt 
with. On that charge, His Worship would 
fine bim $2, and costs, $1.50; and if he 
could not pay the fine, he inust go to prison 
for a week. 

Defendant asked for time to pay the money, 
and was allowed till twelve o'clock at noo, 












































R, (Pouce) v. Cannes McEwen, 
Drunkenness. = 
Defendant belongs to the steamer Sarpedon; 
and was found byl ¢ Police druvk and in- 
capable iu the Navking-road, at 7.45 p.m., on 
the Sth instant. 
Ordered to pay costs, and return to his 
ship, 











‘7th Dec. 

R, (Jous Hexry Lypo) v: F. Raxpaut. 

Aesault with a Knife, de. 

Complainant, a little nian of colour, possess- 
ing great volubility and a remarkable aptitude 
for requiring a question to be repeated before 
answering it, for which he was often: chécked 
in the progress of the case, is cook of the 
Hopewell, He summoned defendant; sea- 
man of that vessel for assaulting and wouud- 
ing him with a knife, on the 4th September, 
while the vessal was on the high seas, 

Complainant deposed—On the 4th ‘Septem. 
ber Inst, the crew complained that their food 
was not well-cooked, and I went into the 
forecastle to them, to say I was very sorry 
that the food had heen spoiled: that day. 
The defendant was in the forecastle the 
time, e his dinner—beef aud bi 
He was using a knife to cut his food with, 
After Lhad been in the forecastlo n little 
while, defendant threw the beef he was eating 
on the floor, and passing the knife from his 

ight hand to his left, struck at me with it, 

inflicting a wound on my left. hand, ‘Thore 
was a dib. soup-and-bouilli tiv, filled with 
tea to drink, standing on the floor near defend. 
ant, which he took up and struck me a severe 
blow with on the back of the head, I was 
made quite giddy by the blow, ‘and folt 
pain for two or, thre days. afterwards, 

also lost a great deal of blood from the 
wound in my laud. Defendant also kicked 
me out of the forecastle, I wont to the 
Captain in hia cabin, on the 4th September, 
to have my wound dressed. I was bleeding 
nearly to death. 

Defendant siated that complainant was 
very insolent when in the forecastle, aud told 
the’ portion of the crew there that, if they 
wanted their food cooked better, they would 
havo to fight for it, The food had often 
before been so badly cooked as to be at time 
uneatable, and this, with the complainant’ 
Insolence, 80 enraged him (defendant) thet he 
pushed complainant out of the forecastle, aud 
threw the soup tin at him, It was only a 
2.lbs. tio, containing tea, and caught com: 

lainant on the hand, Was sure it did not 
it lim on the head. Defendant added that 
he did not kuow if he had bis knife in hia 
hand at the time, but admitted that he 
kiciced complainant out of the forecastlo. Ne 
told complainant to go out of the forecastle, 
before pushing him, and he refused to go. 

Complainant repeated that he merely wont 
into the forecastie to say how sorry ho was 
about spoiling the dinuer, when defendant 

fan upon him at once, and did not at first 
order him out, Defendant's statement about 
‘the tin was not true—he did not throw the 
tin, but struck him on the head with it, 

Captain Laxauois deposed I knew nothin 
of the ocourrence on the 4th September, til 
complainant came aft, with his finger bleed- 
ing. Looked at his finger, and saw a little 
stab there. T could not get any sense out of 
him about it, though ho was not sonscless ; 80 
wont into the forecastle to make enquiries, 
‘Tho port watch were then below, and com- 

lained of their dinner having been spoiled, 

whey said they saw defendant strike com: 
Plginané and posh him out of tho forseay 

bound the wound up with linen and friar’ 
balsam, and it was well in two days, when 
Taw it again and gave it another dressing, 
By well, T mean tho wound had closed. 

‘Complainant interrupted by saying that the 
wound was bad for two weeks, and that he 
Aressed it himself. 

‘Witness resamed—Complainant told me also 
that he bad been strack on the head with a 

in, thrown at him by defendant, and I entered 
in the log-book.s0. I had’ made entries 
in the log-book before this occurrence, of 
complaints by the crew about the defendan 
bad cooking that he had spoiled their foud, 
The starboard watch complained frst. I we 
ther and examined the “duff,” and found it 
was not eatable. There are several othor 
entries of a similar nature in the log-book. I 
reduced complainaut’s wages from £3 10s to 
£3 per month, in consequence of his spoilin 
the food. I think the crew have a fc growid 
of complaint him, "The cook ‘has uo right to 
be in the forecastie in the day-time, although 
ke sleeps there at night, Hesbould leave the 
forecastle in the day-time, if thecrew wished 
him todo so, All ‘the crew were good men 
with the exception of the cook. 

By Complaiuant—The crew came aft many 
times, “to complain about their food being 
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before I logged it at all. Idid not 
first, because I thought you would 





mpiainant—When-I bad occasion to 
make a complaint to the Captain, all the 
satisfaction 


could get was an order to go 
‘The food was ouly 

ou the 4th Sep- 
ce. 

The second mate, called by complainant, 
deposed—I saw part of the occurrence on the 
4th Soptember, “The frst thing was the com. 
plainant being shoved by defendant out of 
the forecastle, after which defendant kicked 
him over a spar alongside the forecastle door. 
I did not see defendant throw anything at 
complainant, who went straight aft, It did 
not strike me that complainant was nearly 
Bleeding to death from his wound. The 
wound waa about half-an-inch in dept! 
the same in length, I.stood in the cabin 
while it waa being dressed. I have not seen 
the wound since, Complainant told the captain 
that ho had been strack with a tin, which 
ndant had thrown at him. He’ said 
thrown.” There was uo mistake about the 
word “thrown.” 

His Worsntr remarked that complaivant 
had in his evidence ssid that defendant took 
the tin from the forecastle floor, and struck 
him with it, ‘The witness said complainant 
told the captain it was thrown at him, and it 
was 60 entered by the captain in the log- 
book at the time, It was not likely that the 
captain would make a wrong entry, and that 
the second mate too should be wrong about it. 

Complainant persisted in saying that de- 
fondant struck him with the tin. He asked 
that the steward and a seaman named 
Cavendish, might he called as his witnesses, 
to prove what he had stated. 

is Worsmr asked what had become of 
the knife alleged to have been used by the 
defendant ? 

Defendant said he had since lost it, but it 
was a common pocket knife that he had 
bought of the captain. 

Captain Lanotois described it as a common 
clasp-knife. 

Gxonce ArrkeN, a seaman, called by de- 
fondant, doposed—On the 4th September, 
complainant caine into the forecastle at dinner- 
time, and gave us a lot of ivaolence, He 
told’us that if wo wanted the food cooked 
botter, wo should have to fight for it, Oa 
this Gay, the “duit” wag Diack and uneatable, 
Complainant said he had put sugar into 
and that thero must have been iron im 
bag from which he took it, Defendant told 
him three or four times to leave the forecastle, 
aud ho would not go. The tin was standing 
on the foreoastlo floor, and defendant took it 
up and threw it at him’ to make him leave. 
It was full of tea, which went all over the 
complainant, aud the tin hit him, He still 
refused to leave, aud defendant then kicked 
him out. I afterwards saw complainant on 
the poop. Isaw no knife in defendant's band, 

‘By Complainant — jant had a koife 
eating bis dinner with. Tdid not see him 
stab you with it. He told you three or four 
times to leave tho forecastle, 

Complainant now admitted that defendant 
id tell him once to leave, and he would not 

0 because he wanted to explain how it was 
Hat the food was apoiled that day. | He 
algo thought that he had as much right to be 
in the forecastle as anybody else, because he 
slept there. 

‘Witness went on to, sty—Brery day that 

ved out, the food was bad, and 
‘was 0 bad that a dog’ they 
had on board would not eat it—Oa being 
further questioned, witn saw two 
or three spots of blood e deck, about 
i rom the forecastle do 
t was aldo stated thas there were some spots 
of blood on the poop, where the complainant 
had stood ; and while he was in the cabin, it 
Kept dropping on to the floor.—Complainant 
aid the steward would speak as to the quaut- 
ity, as he cleaned the cabin floor, 

‘His Worsuir adjourned the case for the 

attendance of the witnesses asked for by com- 









































































































plainant, and ordered that they, together with | li 


the complainant, should attend the Court. 


8th Dec, 
R. (Jonx Hexry Lypo) v. F. RANDALL, 
Assaule with a Knife, & 
‘This case was remanded till to-day, for the 
attendance of two witnesses called by the 
complainant, 








‘Epwarp Cavaxpise deposed—I am a sea- 
man of the Hopewell. I saw the affair in the 
forecastle, between the complainant and de- 
fendant, ou the4th September. The crew had 
complained of the duff being bad ; it was all 
soddened and at ore end looked as if iron rust 
had got in. I¢ conld not be eaten—a dog on 
board would not eat it. We all went 
to the galley to complain to the cook, having 
nothing but beef left to eat. The cook after- 
wards came to the forecastle, to make some 
ccrienation. ‘We all told him to go away, 
and he would not go. Randall, who bad a 
soup tin full of tea in sis hand, threw it at 
him. The cook put up his hands to guard 
himself, and the tin must have struck him 
and cut it. I did not see a kuife 
in Randall's hand. Randall then shoved the 
cook out of the forecastle, but what oocurred 
outside I do not know. I am positive Randall 
nad no knife iu his hand hen. 
 Worsuir—Randall had the soup-tio 

i @ did not pick it up 
from the deck. It was about a 2lbs. tin. The 
edges of these tins are sharp. Randall was 
not eating beef at the time, He had finished 
eating it. 

‘By Complainant—When you came into the 
forecastle, you began making excuses about 
spoiling the duff. Oue of your excuses was 

at you had put too much seidlitz-powder, 
or something, into it; and another that the 
rust must have got into it from the copper. 
‘Tho duff has been spoiled by you three or 
four times, both before and after this time. 
You did not say you were sorry for it. 

‘Complainant—After eating part of the duff, 
you put a lot of muck into it, aud complained 
‘that I had spoiled it. You made it so that it 
could not be eaten, 

Witness denied this ; and when asked if it 
was true that the cook said, ‘If you want 
better cooked, you will have to Sight for it,” 
replied that it was a common expression in the 
cook’s mouth to reply to any question about 
it, “My mout—my mout,” in a jeering way. 
Witness did not know the meaning of the 
phrase. 

Pate Cnaruis Bessaany, 
deposed—I am steward of the Hopewell, I did 

‘occurence in the forecastle. I was 
cook come down with 
his hand bleeding ‘‘fusely.” He asked where 
the captain was. I sent for the captain, and 
he came’ with the mat All this time the 
wound on the cook’s wrist was bleeding. It 
was not bandaged then, but the captain and 
‘iiateimmediately went to work and bandaged 

up. All tliezangway leading to the cabin, 
‘was “‘washed in blood.” It gave me agreat deal 
of trouble to clean it 2 spoke to Randall 
about it afterwards, He said ho was very 
sorry that he threw tho tin at the cook, and 
in his hand. I 
told him that the cook lad a “tremendous” 
wound on his hand. It was about an inch 
aod 2 eighth long. I do not know the 
lepth, 

‘There was no more evidence forthcoming, 
and complainant asked if an affair shat 
happened between him and Randall on the 
Sail July was to be enquired into?—He was 
told that the summons having been issued for 
the assault on the 4th September ouly, no 
other case could be investigated then. 

His Worsme said—I have no doubt how 
this thing occurred and what occurred. I 
think the substance of your story is true— 
that is, about your getting a cut ou your 
hand, and being kicked out of the fore- 
castle, It is possible too that you may 
have ‘gone to tho forecastle to say you 
were sorry for the state of the food that 
morning; but I am sure that that was 
3 otherwise this would 
not have happened. The other men give a 
different account, and say you talked to them 
in an aggravating way about the food—that 
they did not wish you to remain there, that 
they told you several times to go away, and 
you would not go. This man Randall, sitting 
down on his chest cutting his beef, got 
up and pushed you in order to induce you 
to go away, but you still did not go; and 

then passed the knife he was usivg from 
his right hand to his left. That is your own 
version of it. You are then bundled out of 
the forecastle, and your hand gets cut. 
I think a great deal more has been made 
of the wound than there was any need for. 
‘The captain and second mate tell me the cut 
was very trifling—in fact if it was done in the 
way described, and with the sort of knife de- 























‘a black man, 



























































scribed, it could not be very serious, not 
cause the loss of much blood, I do not believe 
the steward’s statement as to the quantit) 
of blood he had to clean up. If so mucl 
ashe wishes me to believe had been there, 
others must ave seen it, and no oue appears 
to have done so. Your own account, that you 
were nearly bleeding to death, I regard as 
gross exaggeration. 

Complainant frequently interrupted His 
Worship with great volubility, and could “not 
be silenced, although as frequently told to 
Keep silence, until he was threatened, with 
being locked up. 

‘His Worsui further said—If you will talle 
now to me in the way you do, you must 
be a very disagreeable man in the forecastle, 
‘The captain says ho dressed the wound for 













knife into his left hand from his right, proves 
to my mind that he wanted to guard against 
hurting you with it, and that cuttiug you was 
fn accident, You would not go ut of the fore- 
castle, and he then pushed and kicked you out. 
By kicking you, he did wrong, and I shall 
make him pay the costs of these proceedings, 
$5.50. Ido not like your manner in Court 
atall. Your behaviour on the former day, in 
requiring questions to be repeated before 
answering them, and now interrupting so 
often after being requested to keep quiet, 
shows how irritating you could make yourselt 
yur comrades, aud I don’t wonder at their 
losing their temper with you. I will not allow 
white men to be “down upon” black men, 
but at the same time ‘not encourage 
these, as I frequently notice is the caso on 
board ship, in irritating and provoking the 
white men. 
Complainant was beginning to talk again, 
when he was peremptorily ordered to retura 
to his ship at once. 






























U. S, CONSULATE.GENERAL, 


Shanghai, Dee, 6th, 1877. 

Before the Hon, G. W. Wats, 
Consul-General. 
and 
D. ©, Jaxses 
and 

W. Evarts 
A. Maxcomt v. M. A, JExnixs. 

‘This case was heard on Wednesday, and 
to-day the Court delivered tho following 

Joposest :— 

This is an action brought to recover from 
the defendant Tle. 1,500, said to be due and 
evidenced by three promissory notes of ‘Tis, 
500 each, bearing dated 10th April, 187 
able, Ist November, 1877, 
and Ist May, 1878, retpectively 





Associates. 








The evidenco 
adduced at hearing establishes the following 


state of facts, Prior to 10th April, 1877, 
plaintiff, with J. M. Walker and Wim, Sea 
brook, as a member and constituted a firm, 
ness in Shanghai, known as J. M. 
Walker & Co. In April, 1877, after some 
defendant purchased from said 
Walker & Co, all their business 
and partnership property, it being mutually 
agreed that the defendant should pay for the 
same the sum of THs. 4,500, and that plaintiff 
would receive the ‘amount so paid by 
defendant, It was further stipulated that 
defendant should pay in cash a certain 
portion of the amount at the time of signing 
the Deed of Tranfer, namely Tis, 2,500, and 
should execute his four promissory notes for 
the remainder, in equal amounts, and payable 
1877, lst Nov. 1877, Leb 
, 1878, these 
amounts to hear interest at 9 per cent. per 
annum. These notes were secured by a 2nd 
Mortgage Bill of Sale on the steamer Pao 
Kong, Messra, S.C. Faruham & Co. holding 
a Ist Mortage Bill of Sale on same steamer. 
Messrs. Farnbam & Co, enforced their said 
‘Mortgage Bill of Sale, and by decree of thia 
Court the steamer Pao Kong was sold. 
‘The proceeds realixed from said sale did 
not amount to enuugh to pay Ist Mortgage 
Plaintiff brought a suit in th 
Court on Ist note and received judgment for t 
ch was satisfied in fuil, Ttisadmitted 
by plaintiff and defendant that defendant has 
paid Tis, 397.13 on the 2nd note, falling due 
st November, 1877; and that the amount 
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ng due and unpaid on said note is Tis. 

"Tho plaintiff seoks to recover the Tis. 
now past du ell as the Tis. 1,000 
embraced in the notes falling due respectively 
on the Ist February and Ist May, 1878. 

‘The questions presented for decision are 
whether the plaiutiff has a right of action 
on the 8rd and 4th notes (viz., those due 
lst February, Ist May, 1878}, notwith- 
atanding they are not yet due, aud for 
the further reason, as he alleges, “that the 
plaintiff has been deprived of all security for 
the payment of the said Iast-mentioned sum” 
by reason of the sale of the steamer Pao Kong; 
and by the defendant that plaintif’ has 
only a right of action on that portion of the 
money named in the agreement, which is now 
due and remaining unpaid, viz., ‘Ils. 102.87. 
And as a further defeuce “that the defend- 
ant has received no value.” Upon the 
following state of facts and the issue pre- 
sented, the Court is of the opinion, the 
Acsoviates concurring 

1.—That defendant did receive value for 
the four notes executed by him to plaintiff. 

2.—That there is but oue note now due, 
and upon which a right of action accrues, 
namely, the second. 

3.—That M. A. Jenkins, the defendant, 
has’ paid on the aforesaid second note 
‘Ta, $97.18 leaviug a balance of Tis. 102.87, 
That they award a judgment to the 
plaintiff for the sum of Tis. 102.87, with the 
‘costs in this bebalf expended, 

It is therefore ordered by the Court that 
fadgment for Tis, 102.87, to bo computed in 

jollare, and the Court costs in this bebalf 
expended be entered against M, A. Jenkins, 
tho defendant, 







































10th Deo. 
G, Dernice v, M, A, Jeserss, 
Claim for Money Lent. 


oaths was au action to recover $125, money 
lent. 

Defendant disputed 

Plaintiff deposed that on the Sth’ June, 
1877, he lent the pl $225, and on 
the 16th August a further eum of $200, for 
Voth of Which sums he produced ‘receipts 
from the defendant. Ho liad asked several 
times tor payment, but defendaat always said 
“bye and bya, 

Defendant did not deny that he had 
received the $425 from the plaintiff, but 
urged that the money was pail’ towards 
the working account of the steamer Packony, 
in which he (plaintiff) had an inter 
Tho accounts of the steamer had not yet 
been made ot therefore he did not 
kenow what pl 
but it would, in all probability, exceed tl 
amount of the present claim. He should, in 
quence, like the amonnt now sued 
considered as a set-off age 
lebteduess to the workit 
steamer Paokong, and for the ca 
poned for a month uutil th 
plaintif’s indebtedness could be ascertained 

Plaintiff denieil that the money now su 
for lind anything to do with the worki 
account of the Puokong. With regard to the 
Paokony he could wever get any information 
from the defendant, who always told 
“ah ot losing wi ut jast paying 
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should decide the 
un and answer, and the evid. 

ence now before him, If defendant had a set- 
off to the clan he should have been prepared 
with it, so that it could have been considered. 
Tudgment would be entered now for the 
amount claimed, namely $425, with costs sand 
it would be recorded that no evidence of the 
‘set-off was considered, and leave given for th 
defendant to bring a cross action against 

plaintiff, within a reasonable time, to recov 
any amount he may claim to be due from the 
plaintiff, on the working necount of the 
steamer Pavkong. 





cease on the petit 












Disorderly Conduct. 


Baward Kelly and James Sullivan, belong- 
ing to the war-vessel Ranger, and Carl Aibec 
aud Frank Longman, sailors, of board the 
Sarnar, were each fined $2 for drunkennes 
Hausen Busean, sailor, belonging to -the 
Goodell, was fined $2 and sent to gaol for 
five days for being drunk aud assaulting a 
Canton woman in the Sungkiang Road. 














MCXED COURT. : 
‘Shanghai, 7th Dec. 
Before the Chinese Magistrate CHEN and 
C.'T. Ganpyzr, Esq., British Assessor. 
Careless Driving. 

A native, who at first said he was only 9 
mafoo, but who was afterwards ascertained 
to be proprietor of numerous ponies and 
wehicles, was- summoned by a foreigner 
for careless driving, resulting in collision 
with a jiuriksha in which the foreigner 
was riding, throwing bim 
the curbing, breaking the ha, &e, 
‘Lhe collision took place at the janction of the 
Honan aud Hankow roads; the defendant, 
who was nearer the right-hand than the left- 
hand side of the former road, making no 
effort to avoid an accident, although he had 
ample time—the occupant of the jinrikeha 
shaking his stick at him to make him do so— 
but after the capsize, he proved his jehusbip 
hy gathering up his reins, and, whipping his 
ponies, drew off to his right side of the 
road, and endeavoured to drive away wi 
out "stopping to ascertain what mischief 
he had done. Luckily the collision was wit- 
nessed by a native constable on duty at the 

“lice Station gate, and also by P.O, 
who was about 200 yards distant in 
Hankow road. The native, at the risk of 
his limbs, ran out into the road in front of 
the poni nd seized their headstalls, there- 
by stopping them, Boysen alo hastened up, 










































and took the driver into ot ‘He was, 
however, liberated on bail.—The Assessor re- 
marked ‘that, from unber of careless 





Chinese drivers—foreigners not being alto- 
gether exempt—it had become almost 
Aa dangerous to drive or ride about the 
‘of the Settlement as about the 
of Loudon, Narrow escapes from 
accidents at the angles of the streets Were m 
merous, and tho wonder was that so littl 
injury ‘was sustai facts of the 
present 

















bo paid to th 
Gutzlaff Hospit 
Fund.—At first, owing to defendant's got-up 


poor appea 
Xpoualty of 8 








ut he was no sooner informed. 
that the man ‘was wealthy, than be rai 
it to $20—being the same amount in which 
he muleted another Chinese driver, alao for 
running over a foreigner, abont » week ago, 

















Gatragts, 









A CAINESE MINING COMPANY, 





(China Mail.) 
We have received a copy of the prospectus 
of a Chinese Company tor be formed! forthe 


purposo of developing the mineral resources of 
Chins, ‘Though the operations at present 
contemplated are confined to thecoal-producin, 
district to the north-east of the province of 
Chibli, called Hoiping, yet the estab.:shment 
and sucessful working of the Company would 
doubtless inaugurate a general onslaught on 
the buried wealth of Chinna—a movement 
which is bound to come sooner or later. ‘The 
prospectus, which is issned by Mr. Tong King 
Sing, amouuts to quite a pamphlet in bulk, 
aud ‘gives elaborate details of thescheme, It 
is proposed to form a Company with 800,000 
taels as capital, in shares of 100 taels each. 
‘The Company is to be under the chief manage- 
inent of Mr. Tong King Sing, and a board of 
Supreme Management lias already been formed, 
composed of the ex-Taotai of ‘Tieutsin, H.E. 
ing Show Cheong, the present Customs 
‘Taotai of Tientsin, H.E. Lai Shiu Tong, and 
Mr, ‘Tong King Sing. ‘The concern is’ also 
immediately under the patronage of HE. 
Li Hung-chang, the Viesroy of "Ghibli, By 
way of encouragement, Li Hung-chang, 
according to the prospectus, has alread 
directed 100,000 tacls to be set aside tow: 
the capital of the Company, ic, shares to that 
amount have been tal im, but it is not 
stated whether the money is from his private 
puree or from the public funds. The under- 
taking is sewLofical, 2 far as can bo, judged 
the proposed rules of the Company, bat 
itis to be less hampered with official inter- 
ference than the C.M.S.N. Company, as it 
is stated in Li Hupg-chang's minute in 













































», Chéa was only going to inflict | hi 





reference to the matter, that he has vouchsafed 
there shall not be more officials attached to 
fhe Gompaay than is absolutely neseeary for 
ita official eupervisio 

‘Mr. Tong King Sing sets out in the pro- 
spectus that 20 far back as November, 1876, 
hie, In obedience to the summons of Li ‘Hung. 
chang, repaired to the place indicated for the 
purpose of making examiuations aa to ite 
mineral productions. “Reporting on this point 
he says :—There I existing come old 
coal pita, which were opened in: the Ming 
dynasty. There are a number of new pits, 
‘and the seams of coal are visible to the naked 
ye, Hitler all the coal extracted hasbeen 

ne quality, but it is ouly natural to aup- 
pote tliat otler and better qualities will 
found deeper, Of one quality of coal alone it 
is eatimated by aBuropean geologist there are 
to be found 6,000,000 tons. 

‘Tho prospectus then gives a description of 
the Chinese mode and the foreign mode of 
colliery. ‘The Chinese modo being laborious, 
is naturally more expensive, and the coal 
cannot therefore compote with foreign coal, 
He calealates the price of the Eoiping coal, 
as produced. by the Chinese -mode, to bo 
at the mouth of the pit from mace 1.5 to 
mao 1.6 per 100 catties, and. for broken coal 
about « mace, and aman can only got 400 to 
500 eatties a day ; while the foreiguer, with 
Ma improved implements, ean ‘work’ from 
about 4) so2e of coal a d ib in not a 
‘matter of astonishment that Eny 
afford to sell at] tael per ton at 
yet realize a profit. 

‘Thero are also seams of iron ore, chalk, and 
lime in the Aoiping mountains, aud ‘it is 
believed that coal ia to be found underneath 
these seams, It is calculated that ia melting 
100 catties ‘of iron ore it is necessary to use 
70 catties of lime (or chalk) aud 300 cattien of 
coal ; and the fast of both being found along 
side ‘each other is a clear advautage to the 
Company. Tt ie also necessary to turn east 
iron into wrought iron, aud, in doing this, the 
foreiga mode must be adopted. ‘There will bo 
nothing in tho way, as on tho Feng Shan 
(mountain) there aro no geaves, and the villages 
in the neighbourhood are fow. ‘The owners 
of tho land would bo very glad to atl! it a 
reasonable rate, Several eamples of 

‘beon examined, aud, to an wipro 
they seem to produce an averag: 
ent, iron, but thoy have bee 


England for sualys 

to the quality of the Hoiping coal, Mr, 
‘Tong King Sing reports that it f solt in body 
and burns slowly, with plenty of cin * 









































































lish coal at Shanghai costs (mark 
Sin-nan coal, 7 taola, Jnpaneso coal, 
Formosan, 4.5 tacls to 5 taels, and. 


oiping coal can only hope to stand ab the 
same figuro as Formosan coal. But the cont 
ton of Hoiping coal is tacls 2.7, and, with 

tthe cost of convayauce to Shanghai and daty 
on the same, tho total cost of ono ton at 
Sh tho present timo is tale 6.4. 
the coal 











ign coal, there mu 
for freight, storage expenses, and tonny 
a itoget ut 6 taels per ton, the 
laying down prioe at Shanghai. ‘Therefore it 
is difficult to make a sale. By the forei 
mothod, the out-turn each. day would be 
about 5,000 to 6,000 picule, and this requir 
the service of300 large wheslisarrows. Itisw 
necessary to say that there are not so many 
whoelbarrows for service. But we can con-” 
struct tramways, and the cost will be as 
follows 
Conveyance from the pit, tacle 
Tramway chargo 

Freight to Shanghai .. 
Coolie labour for loading an 
‘Tonnage dues .. 
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tire cost is Tacls 4. Therefore it is 
not that we shail only be able to compet 
with foreign coal, but wo shall have a profit 
of 5 mace on every ton, and supposing we get 
150,000 tons each year, wo shall realize ts 

75,000. ‘The opening’ of the coal mine 
Heiping’ will not only tend to an exteusive 
sale of native coal, to the detriment of profits 
in the importation of foreign coal, but the 
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C.M.S.N. will be benefited to the extent of 
“over 100,000 tacls = year by way of freight. 
‘Unless we have tramways, it is impossible 

that the Company can su 5 
‘The rest of the roport is very interesting, 
and aleo somo minutes respecting it by 
‘Li Hung-chang, but we reserve further notice 
of it until a future iseue, We may, however, 
Ai hat tho scheme bas bean full approved 
not i jung-chang, but by the 
4 AY, that the undestaking ha received 






‘VISIT OF THE HAIKWAN OF CANTON 
TO GOVERNMENT HOUSE. 
(Daily Press.) 
On the 27th Nov,, tho Haikwan or Hoppo 
ed in Hongkong by the Chinese 


O'clock p.m. he lande Vharf, 
guard of honour of the 28th Regiment 
and wa him, 
while a salute en : 
Rivore battery, "The, Hiikewan and his 
suite then procecded to Government House. 
‘A guard of Sikh policemen was drawn up 
‘andor tho porch and presented arme when tho 
Haikwan arrived, é 
‘The Haikwan’ was accompanied by Mr. 
J, McLeavy Brown, Commissioner of Imperial 
Customs, Canton, who acted as interpreter 
during the interview. In attendance on His 
Excellency tho Governor was Mr. Gordon 
B, Northcote, Acting Private Secretary. 
‘Tho visit ‘was puroly one of ceremony. 






































After some complimentary phrases, tho 
Hiaikwan said “ho wes sorry to hear that 
many tens of people bad been killed by 
the explosion ou the steamer Yeao. Ho 
wished to know how it happened, oy 
Governor said an inquiry was then procee 
i ‘Of the explosion might 
aikwan com- 
improvemen 





1¢ sav7 in Hongkong since hia last visit, to 
whieh tho Govervor replied that the Colony 
Alwaye improving, omiog to # 

1 of Ae. ‘Brivo, the Surveyo 

‘Tho Haikwan spoke about the war in Europe, 
and ‘asked if the army of the Emperor of 
Russia was much greator than the Turkish 
army, and also if fe wore truo that Engl 
officers were at tho head-quarters of both 
armies. ‘The Gor id it was 80, ond 
that it was tho custom for British and other 
to be present so as to report on the 





































battles and tho changes in the art of war to 
their own Government, Aftor some remarks 
‘about the famine in North China and in India, 


r% ‘ked that the tree plantin, 
tho Haikwan rema oe, oe Planting 


‘the Haikwan 
it Victoria Beak on his next arrival in tho 
Colow 
Hi Hency the Governor returned the 





Haikwan’s visit on board the Peng-chou-hai at 
four o'clock p.m. when the usual Chineso 
salutes wore fired, ‘The Peng-chou 
‘Shen-chi wore both decorated with bunting in 
honour of the occasion. 











‘THE OSAKA MINT. 





Commi 
of his third Annual Report—that is, of course, 
the third Report since the services of a 
foreign Director were dispensed with. To 
‘those who remember the earlier Reports, 
when the whole undertaking had something of 
the nature of an experiment about it, and all 
tho details of its gradual approach to ‘comple- 
tion aud harmonious working were eagerly 
followed, tho presot Report will eem but dry 
reading srtheless, the Japanese Mint is in 
ino wise peculiar in doing perhaps its best and 
‘most useful wirk in the world after the earlier 
romance of ile carcer bas finished, and no 
‘Aunual Report of the Mint, as long ss it con- 
tinues to do the ‘kit has been doing 
during the patt twelve mouths, can be without 
interest to those who are watching the develop- 
ment of the country. After giving the usual 
tables of the descriptions and quautities of the 
gold and silver imported into the Mint durin 

the year, a table is given of the coins struc 

aud pasted for issuo during the eame period, 

























and wo see at a glance that with one exception 
‘the result has been in character mainly the 
‘same as that of the previous year—5 yen gold 
pieces and subsidiary silver coins, “the 
Aifferenco this year being that nearly two and 
half millions of Trade Dollars have been 
coined, as against a very small out-tura in the 
‘twelve months previous, and the Commissioner 
points out that, owing to the large importations 
of bar silver, the working hours, especially in 
the Weighing Department, had tobe extended 
from the usual 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., to from eun- 
rise to midnight, ‘The necessity for this will 
bo seen on comparing the out-turn with that 
of the previous year, when the coins struck 
were for the most part of the same denomina- 
tions, 5 yen, subsidiary silver and copper; 
for while the number of copper coins struck 
remains at about the sam 136,117, the 
production of 5 yen gold pieces rose from 
75,231 to 204,281, the value of the subsidiary 
silver coins strack rose nearly twenty-five 
per cent. and there were also coined no less 
than 2,495,057 Trade Dollars, » coin almost 
absent from the returns of the year ending 
30th June, 1876. Two coins for which the 
would seem to be but a very small demat 
‘are the 50 sen and the 1 rin piecee, for they 
aro both on this occasion entirely absent from 
the return. The total value of 
atrack at the Mint since it commenced wor 
ing is yeu 77,496,226.95, or ‘2.21 yen per 
head, taking the population of Japan to be 
35,000,000.” 
‘Tho Commissioner then proceeds to note 
some other work and the principal events of 
year—medals had been struck, stamps 
made for branding measures, and va 
articles and products of the Mint had been in 
ration to be forwarded tothe Exhibit 
wragraph of the Com- 
ners Report, referring to the Sulphuric 
‘Works, ie perhaps the most iuteres 
it. A year ago, referring to th 
increasing demand, w 
that adjunct to the establishment 
have been born go long before its time as the 
mublic at one time thought, and the demand 
jas not only yustained but has enormously 
increased. Tho monthly average of Ibs. de- 
Tivered in 1875-76 was 61,373.83, w! 
to 151,950.5, an 































































































moro than two-thi 
if not quite the whole to China. Twenty né 
concentrators had been added, but in order to 
meet the demand thirty more conoentratory 
and two large leaden evaporators had bi 
ordered aud were fast approaching completion, 
jor Kinder, the late foreign Direstor 
remain in Jayan to see 
hopes, it cannot but 
ubt will, that 
alpburio acid consuming 
power of this part of the world has been already 
realised, if not far exceeded. 
‘Tho Appendis, containing the Report ofthe 
Technical Advisers to the Mint, is so technical 
ry much interest for the 


eral pul portant 
ict that it proves the hieh quality of the 


























coinage to be fully maintaixed both as to 
purity and execution—we could scarcely give 
them higher prai 





. This Report is altoxether 
factory one, shewing tho Bint to 





maintained at the highest point of eflicieuoy. 


TELEGRAMS. 
REUTER’S TELEGRAMS. 
(Supplied to the Daily Press.) 
London, 28th November. 
Tho Servian Militia abroad [sic] bas heen 
ordered to join by the 30th instant, when 
the proclamation of Servian independenc 
expected. 
‘Suleiman Pacha ie advancing upon Metschka. 
30th November. 
Tho Secretary of State for the Foreign De- 
srtmeut has stated that Government differed 
from the prevalent opinion that the Euphrates 
Valley was the true route to India, ‘There 
was yet no reason for England to depart from 
her policy of sautally but when occasion 
offered, sho would mediate between the two 
contending Powers, ” 

















The Russian positions at Erzeroum are 
maintained, but all operations are suspended. 
on account of the snowy weather 
‘According to a Ruseian official despatch, 
the Turks have been defeated at Metschka 
smpelled to fall back. : 
‘The Daily Telegraph announces that the 
‘Turks have evacuated Orchanie, 
2nd December. 
Mediterranean Squadron will winter in 
Besika Bay, 














lent of the French Republic to renounce 
ight of dissolving the Chamber of Deputies, 
‘His demand hi rT 








in, organizing» 

ople, 

Ghazi Abmed Mukhtar Pacha is reported 

to be able to defend Erzeroum. 

= ‘The Roumanians have occupied Lom 
retreated to Widdin, 














‘ocoupied Chezu Bani, n¢ 
"he condition of 






(Straits Times Extra.) 

London, 10th Nov, 
Ghazi Abmed Mukhtar has sent a telegra- 
phic despatch to the Porte, stating that at 
4am, yester Russians attacked the 
‘Turkish positions at Azizie, ely cone 
tested engagement ensued, lastiug till 3 p.m, 
and resulting in the Russians being defeated 
with very heavy loss, ‘The Turks pursued 
their enemies for two hours as far as Deyo 
oyun, All the ditches along the route are 

described as being filled with Russian dead, 
‘At the Lord Mayor's Banquet last night, at 
Guildhall, the Earl of Beaconsfield, in 'ro- 
turning thanks for the toast of Her Majesty's 
Ministers, alluded to the splendid example of 
national sympathy displayed by the peoplo of 
England in coming forward as they had dono 
to the rolie of the sufferers by the faming 
in Southern India, With referenco to the 
Enutern Question, ‘he said that England had 
nover swerved: for one moment from her 
policy of conditional neutrality, and that 
neither the honour nor interests of England 
required us to engage in the contest now 
raxing ; our neutrality must, bowever, coaso 
if British interests are assailed, Events havo 
sho tthe independe: 

Empire is indisputable, 
couclusion, counselled patience, and said ho 
hoped soon that Evgland, in concert with 
other Powers, would be able to secure the 

peace and independence of Europe. 

ith Nov. 
The Russians aro bombarding Batoum. 
According to an official Turkish despatch from 
Kara, the Russians have summoned the gare 
ison to surrender within twenty-four houra, 
Turkish commander, howevery has re- 









































T 
fused, aud declared that he would resist to 
the last extremity. Ex-Sulten Murad V hag 
been accused of conspiracy and confined in 
the palace of Top Capou, “Many other arrests 


bave been made in connection with the con- 


troops aro again advancing 


13th Nov. 
e captured Oratza, to the 
ith a large quantity of 
jan troops have now com- 
pletely invested Plevna, but the Daily News 
hat the gar amply provisioned. 
a five weeks’ siege, According toa 
official despatch, the Russiau troops 
entrenching themselves at Deveboyun. 
‘The Russian Government las opened subscri 
tious to a now five per cent. loan for fift 
million pounds sterling, 
Chefket Pasha has gone to the Schipke 
whilst Mebemed Pasha and Chaker 
have been appointed joint commanders 
of the Turkish army corps at Orchanie, 
14th Nor 
A Russian official despatch has been 
the evgagement at Azizie, 
wi Ahmed Mukhtar 1 
graphed on the 9th instant, stating that on 
the Sth instant, the Rr De 
started for Erzeroum, a 
nighted on the way, they 
tion, and a few 1 
retired in the morning, with some prisoners, 
on the approach of the Turks. The Russian 
Joss was 632 mep. Suleiman Pasha has been 
transferred from his present command to that 
of Commander-in-chief of the Turkish Army 









north of Orchani 
ne Ru 
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in Roumelis, Azli Pasha has been appointed | contract, a the Postmaster General~ of jon four brouze crabs, one of Which 
commander of the Turkish forces at Rasgrad. | England “‘(1) that the stipulated rate of speed 8 with an inscription testifying. to 





‘14th Nov. 

General Skobeloff has captured the Gi 
hill redoubt, to the east of Plevna. Russian 
troops have been gent to Berkovtcha, in order, 
aq in supposed, to cross tho Balkans, 

7 15th Nov. 

‘The Russian corps are srossing thu Etropol 
Pass of the Balkans, aud it is belioved at the 
Russian headquarters that Osman Pasha ix 
‘preparing to, break through the Russian line 
around Plevna, 

Advices from Constantinople state that the 
relations between Turkey and Servia are in 
most critical condition, and that war between 
‘tho two countries is regarded as imminent. 

















Glippings. . 





‘The Chinese Ambassador has recently in- 
spested the works of a large optical instrument, 
and," His Excellency ex- 












q able to understand why the 
of a little quicksilver in » glass tube shoul 
‘make the weather so much colder. 

A. correspondent of the Japan Gazette, 
writing from Batavia, under dato the 264 
ultimo, states that the Java trade is very di 
and that some heavy failures have taken 

Ince, among others Purvis & Co. for about 
8,000,000 florins, "and. Ge 
Ruilchuzen for about 1,600,000 
bankruptcies are expected to foilow, the whol 
arising out of sugar speculations. "The coffee 
and tobacco crops are niuch reduced in conse 

uence of drought. ‘The writer say. 

Have had but a few dropa of rain iu vz month; 
dear, Of 





















and rice and grags are exorbitant]; 
courso the tex culture suffers to 








‘The ship Pruelove, which ia now in tho 
hands of the Board of Trade surveyors on the 
complaint of the crew, has a very interesting 
history, Sho wan built of American teak at 
Ph 








elphia, in 1764, and during the war of 
iudepondouce nerved’ as a. privateer ageinsb 
English ships. After tho Declaration of In- 
dependence she went into the Arctic trade, and 
became famous as a whaler. 

she continued for 60 or 70 years, At the 
lose of that period she was engaged in the 
Norwegian ico trade. During her long career 
the has onjoyed wonderful freedom from 
fortune, Lt is rumoured that she was once in 
collision, and about 18 months ago she got 
into the hands of the eurveyors of the Board 
of Trade. She is iu their handy once more, 
and inust await the result, Up to very recently 
she was believed to be quite sound, She is a 
brig of 285 tons, and her present owner is 
Mr. W. J. Sadler, 16, Water Lane, London, 

“ Harvost Homo” is an institution which 
will be familiar to many of our reade 
have dwelt in country places at hoi 
they cast their lots in theso Eastern climes, 
Dut in rospect to the way the institution is 

‘Japan is far ahead of us as to 

The great national shrines of 

wo need scarcely tell any but very 
eat Ise, and a great 

nnually held there to celebrate the 
of the rice crops. The 23rd ult. 
en the day sot apart for this gr 

















































Ey 
annual affair—Niname-no-matsuri, though it 
it known aloo by other names—it was as usual 
‘held as a general holiday all over Japan, the 





Government offices being all closed. We 
fully expect to hear that on this occasion 
there has been more rejoicing than usual ; 
in the first place on account of the rice 
harveab having been an exceptionally good 
one, and iu the second place from the wise 
concession which the Government has recently 
made not only as to the way the taxes on the 
farmers are to be calculated, but as to the 
newly adopted method of paying them by | 
instalments. —Hiogo News, 








In that trade | gi 








isting mail contract with the P, and | 
©. Company expires on the Ist February, 
1880, if due notice is given by either party to 
the contract, and, with a view to this con- 
tingency, the Bombay Chamber of Commerce 
have decided to urge, with regard to a new | 









‘at which the mail: steamer sball be run be- 
tween Brindisi and Alexandria shall be not less 
than 26 knots an our, and between Suez and 
Bombay 13 knots an hour, and that the mails 
shall be carried overland through Egypt; (2) 
that everything in the new contract shall be 
subsidiary and subordinate to the mail service 
between Brindisi and Bombay, which shall b 
3 special service, separate and apart from any 
other mail service in tho East; (3) that 
tendera be invited for this special service 
art from any other mail servicein the East, 
that India may reap the advantages of 
fair competition ; and (4) that no contract for 
this special service shall be made for a longer 
period than five years, s0 that the country 
xy not be deprived for great lengths of time, 
therto, of the benefits resulting from the 
rovementa which aro being made 
in steam navigation.” —Straits Times, 


























Nover till now has justice been done to 
China—at least not since Marco Polo 
ublisbed ae ee ase ichthofen's 
pected book, in a Grst volume, bas 
yppeared at Berlin. With high ecientific 
personal accomplishments, and after 
mastering all previous literature on China, 
this German savant went out to Canton and 
in 1860. ‘Tho next twelve years he 
jraversing fourteen out o/ the eighteen 
of China as well as Japan. ‘The 
Inst four he has gre to the preparation of 
the great book aud atlas of fourty-four maps, 
jive not only hia experiences of travel, 
Its of what the ti rrectly 
‘gegriindeten stiidien.” Whether we 
or geography, at economic or 
pment, at Chinese literary 
n Richthofen’s 
P of the 
subject in the shade, and revolutionises the 
popular ide regarding the Eastern half of 
Asia from the dried-up bed of the hugo inland 
which the Chinese call Han-bai, and we 
‘Toorkestan and Mongolis, to the extreme 
poiuts of Japan. Tho subsequent volumes 
and the atlas cannot appear for some time to 
come ; but Messrs, Tribner and Co, should 
arrange for a transiation of each inotaimea as 
it is published in Berlin,—Mayfai 

















































eu: 
foyedby the Conpe Diplomatiqueand those who 
are in their employment? Only the other 
day T mentioned a grave breeoh—aa I sup: 
posed—of diplomatic etiquette in France, 
where the Japanese Minister was compelled 
“to make the chain,’ and pass buckets to put 
out a fire at Dieppe like an ordiuary and 
undiplomatic being. And now here in Lon- 
don I seo that on Saturday last Policeman 
5316'S seems to have violated the privileges of 

n Sheng 












the Chineso Legation, by runnin, 
Kasi for beiug drunk and incapable near the 
Eustov-road. “it appears that Sheng was a 
servant of the Chinese Legation, and as such 
was handed over to Dr. M'Carthy, interpreter 
to tho Legation, ‘to be dealt with by the 
Minister’ “What, I wonder, did the Minister 
do unto that heathen Chineo? Did he hang 
him up by his pigtail to repent of his 
deprive him of salt for a week, or appl; 
of the thoueand and one modes ‘of torture for 
which the Celestials Lave so unple 
notoriety? ‘That foreign Ministers should 
ut liberty to bilk their creditors 
muito right and proper, and it 
hah’s tradesmen who 
whether semi-civili 
allowed to punish them—or not p 
—for an offence committed in t) 
streets seems to 
—The World, 


In a letter to Public Opinion, Mr. W. R. 
Cooper gives thefollowing history ¢f Cleopatra’ 
needle :—The obelisk in question is one o! 
pair which were orig ines 
IIL before the tem y Tom, 
at Heliopolis, in the Eighteenth Dynasty, a 
period, according to Lenormant, about 1700 
B.C. ‘These obelicks were afterwards removed 
from Helioy to Alexandria by Augustus 
Cesar, enth year, B.c. 25, aud placed 







































' by him before the entrance-gate of the royal 


temple or Cesarcum ; and as the monoliths bad 
suffered by removal aud their bases become 
chipped away, the Prefect of Egypt, B-rharus, 

i igineer, Pontus, to eleyate the 














this effect. As Queen Cleopatra died in the 
second year of Augustus, 2.c, 30, it is evident 
that her name, as applied to either of these 
monuments, is a misnomer, and it is to be 
hoped that the obelisk of London will. not 
Perpetuatethereoord ofan anachronism. ‘The 

sare of red granite, from Syene, and 
aro, respectively, the standing one, 70ft. high 
by'7ft. Tin, diameter at’ the base, and the 
fallen ono, now‘on its way to England, 66tt. 
by nearly’ the same diameter as ite companion, 
‘They have both of them. triple colamn of 
hieroglyphics upon each side, a translation of 
which, together with an account of all the 
Egyptian obslisks now -iu. existence, I am 
preparing for the Press 


Daily Telegraph says 
lity, we believe, that the 
visit of tho Prince of Wales to 
































the ‘Melbourne ‘International Exhibition in 
1879. ‘The chairman of tho Paris Royal Com- 
mission is, wo understand, throngh tl 
Secretary, the A, 
retary for the Colonic 
this grand coup. The 








sano journal of the 
:—To the information 
xpected pres- 
ence of the Princo of Wales at the opening of 
our international exhibition in 1879, we have 
toadd that which will bo received with 
enthusiasm and delight in all the colonies, 
‘The latest telegrams received on tho subject 
from Lord Carnarvon to his Excellenc; 
Sir George Bowen, They stato that E.R, 
hhas quite decided to visit Avstratia, and. that 
hes especially anzious to be at tho 
opening of felbourne Exhibition, ‘The 
Prince, however, is reluctant to make the trip 
without the company of the Princess, who is 
as anxious to come as her husband himeelf, but 
who is equally reluctant to leave her children 
for oo lovg a period as the tour would ecoupy, 
Though it is by uo means certain, therefore, it 
is just possible that all Australia aud Now 
Zoaland may be gratified by tho visit of the 
Princess and some of her children at lenst, es 
well as by our future king, 









































To the Editor of the 
Norra-Cmiwa Herat, 
Sum,—Readiog over a description ofa jour. 
ney into Shantung written by Mr. Crosette, I 
track by the statement that at one pli 
iter had sent his card to the ‘Hsien and 










Now T know that the Foreign’ authoriti 








aro both solioitous and obliged for any inform 
ation of the kind conveyed to them; but I 
am anxious to learn whether persons, other 


than offici 


Ee Ra ale 
(unless i 


in take 





havea right, or aro 
ve diplomat position, 
A 














that official discussion on pol 
is reserved for those whose duty it is to en- 
in them. 

lst readily admitting Mr. Crosette's 
good and zealous intentions, 1 cannot, help 
cing a little doubtful of the policy of his act, 
or thinking that the enquiry emanating from 
the proper 6. ter receipt of Mr. Cro- 
sette’s kind information as to the fact), might 
be more beneficial, and, possibly, moro 


I gather 











from the context of this geutlo- 
man's that he is a preacher, and also 
an American, He may hold official’ positio 
but I cannot find any Consul of that name 
ju the Directory. 

‘ani, Sir, 






ours traly 
ISMOPOLITAN: 








PRICE or rue NORTH-CHINA HERALD 
and 8 0. & 0. GAZETT E.—Per. An- 
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‘Three Months, 3.50—all_ payable in cad 
vance. Credit price, Tis. 1915 per Annam 
Subscriptions will be consid as renewed 
‘unless notice to the contrary be given before 
the expiry of the current term. 
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Hongkong Caloutta 
'4{London ‘London 
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Australia, London 7,188.20} 77.16) 
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SHANGHAI SILK AND OPIUM RETURNS, FOR SEASON COMMENCING JUNE i, 1877. 


FROM IMPERIAL MARITIME CUSTOMS. 
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To synsnitaas To ‘Tort Cm Jann | nano Toran, 
nner Barrans, | Mapsrtize aso | qyrsica, | ppansemiprEn, 
: Bale, Baw. Bates Baie, Bales Be, 
Total as per Ist Report Tee 2 od ; ; 
Subeeqaont Shipments 86 ao te % 034 
| 808 14300 ee Er 3878 
1 
oOoPprumMm. 
RETURN FOR WEEK ENDED 8rx DECEMBER, - 1877. 
Mauwa. Parma, Brnanes, Pasux, 
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Chinkiang. 





Deneription, 


Wobw. 


Tientsin, 




















‘Fooshow. 





Ningpo, Amoy. 








‘Be-Exronrep, 











SOTTO N-(From commencement of New Season, 22nd September, 1877.) 

















Honoxono, &e, Ooasr & Riveninz Ponts, Japan, ‘ToraL, 

Bsport. | Reexport,| B08; | mayors. | Reexyort. | 2108; | mayort, | neexport.| 7. | Ploun, 
Picala Ficus Pica cals 
‘ota as per lst Report. setae we | ante]. | date saute 
Bubwoquant dhipmente 100 ee ccd ee 2 ao.09 clones 
Total, 28,058.28 ” ” 90,729,72 4,025.10 63,408.10 








Adbertisement, 








A 
TRANSLATION 


oy THE 


PEKING GAZETTE 


1876, 


WITH A COMPLETE 


INDEX, 


AND A 


GENEALOGICAL TABLE 


oF THE 


IMPERIAL FAMILY 
CHINA, 


AND OTHER 


IMPORTANT DOCUMENTS, 
&e. &e. &e. 


Copies of the 

1872, 1878, 1874 and 1875 Editions 

can also be procured. 

We acknowledge, with thanks, receipt of 
the ‘Translations of the Peking Gazette” for 
1876, from the W.-C, Herald Office. It is 
got up like i , and ig a most 
valuable 












revenue admiuistration, civil and military 
business, instruction, worship, usages, external 
relations and provizoial matters. So far we 
have nothing but praize to offer, We fail to 
understand, however, why the compiler 
should persiat in assuring us that, as yet, n0 
issue has been vouchsafed to’ the young 
tovervign, Seeing thatthe pretent sovereign 
is only five years old, aud that the one of 
whom the above remark was originally dema 
hhas been dead for nearly two years anda half, 
we think that the very valuable appen 
which the sentence occurs might bave been 
revised to suit the present condition of aff 
—Shanghai Courier. 



















In continuation of similar publi 
revious years, the translations of the P. 
jaxette for 1876 have just been published 

book form by the proprietor of the V.- 

Daily News, through the columns of 

journal the translations are ori 

the 






a pretty accurate idea, themselves, as to the 
contents of tho volume. It is, perhaps, 
mainly from theso trauslations that foreigners 
are mado acquainted with official lifo and 
proceedings in China. The Peking Gazette, 
presume, can hardly bo said to belong to the 
class of “light lite but certainly the 
singular and sometimes appalling narratives of 
necromancy, sedi! murder and so ov, that 





















tothe Yiinuan affair. Its carefully indexed, 
and at the end is appended some partioulare 


respecting, and a genealogical table of, the 
Imperial Posy. hina Mei 


China 
‘TRANSLATION ov 1mE PEKING Gazerre.— 
The Peking Gazette, the Chinese official news 
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paper, the most sucient medium of current 
intelligence on record, is the oldest nows 
journal in existen known to foreigners 
under th tle. “The ordinary Chi- 
nese desigaation for the paper,” according to 

¥, Mavens, of the British Legation at 

* Metropolitan Announcements,’ 
‘Copies from the Capital and Court 
Announcements.’ ” ” ‘The latter was its original 
designation, and the earliest mention of it is 
in the Aunals of the Emperor Kaiyuan (A.D. 
713-741.) Several othor stances of 
early references to it are quoted by Mr. 
Mayzns from a Chinese collection of ‘mis. 
cellaneous notes on “The Explanation of 
Common Things.” 








above 




















It is issued in two official 








from plates of 
This, howover, i 
private enterprise, and not recogai 
the Government. ‘The North-China Heral 
and Supreme Court and Consular Gazette, 
Printed at Shanghai, gives an English Trane: 
ion of the Peking Gazette. This versi 
nce the close of 1872, bas bean rep 
issued in annual .volu: inte 











in double 
columns in 8vo. and supplied in London— 











1872, 1873, 1874, and 1875—are now before 
us. “They are full of curious and interesting 
matter, without a knowledge of which for- 








78 cannot form any idea of, or understand 

the peculiarities which regulate official and 

gery life and thought in the Celestial 
apire.—TRUBNER & Co. 


- Price, $2.00 per Copy. 
To behad at the N. Herald Ottice, at 
Messrs, Kexzy & Wats, Hatt & Hourz, 
and Lang, Crawroxn & Uo., Shanghai ; 
Mesers. Lane, Crawrorp & Co., Hong: 
kong; Messrs. Tavaxer & Co., Ludgate 
Hill, London, E.C. 
February, 1877. 
12, Hankow Road. 
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COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE. 





SHANGHAI, 12rx DECEMBER, 1877. 


Angivats.—The P. & O. steamer Teheran, with the London mails of 26th October. The steamer Gordon Castle, 
from London, and the sailing ship Navesink, from New York. 





PIECE GOODS.—A further improvement in the piece market has to be recorded. ‘Tho inciting cause comes from CxINKLAN 
incipally, although, from the advices thence, one might {ancy it had firet gone there from this placo and then co! 
Nnvoro and Locat buyers also have been more active of late, and the vr-Riven people have been, keen after ecarl 
‘advanced about 3% within the week. ‘Tho sales of Velvets have been on a largo scale again, but a se 
brought about, born of the prevailing desire to realise in the faco of a satiated demand.—Upwards of 22,000 doz. of Blue Han 
Kerchief—28 in.—have changed hands at Tl. 0.40 a 0.42 per doz. It will bo noticed that the last auction price for this article shews an 
‘advance of half a candareen upon the rates of iast week, The purchases are supposed to bo speculative,—Business in 23-1bs. 
Cambrics has taken place to the extent of 650 pieces at Tis, 1.474 per piece, less an allowance of 5 candareens per piece for ticket damage, 
—The common descriptions of 64-Reed IWhite Shirtings have been asked for, and a tri has been paid for the few which 
have been acttled,—Ordinary to medium 7-lbs, Mexican 7-Cloths have been ‘wanted for og market, and while some holders 
have gold at a slight decline on their former sales, others have managed to establish a rise. Thus, on the average, this article is 
pretty much as it was, only the tendency is towards strength and improvement—15,000 pieces sold.—Dewhurst’s T. G-ibs have fetched 
‘Tl. 0.85 per piece—2,500 pieces sold. 

‘The stocks of American goods have been added to this week by the cargo of the Navesink from New York, which consists of, in 
round numbers, 2,800 bales—42,000 pieces Drills ; 400 bales—8,000 pieces—Jeans; and 1,000 bales—20,000 pisces—Sheetings ‘aud 
Shirtings alias Condinentals, but the season proper for American cottons is over, and there will be little done in them now until buying 
for the northern warkets begin again next year, 


Grey Shirtings.—6-1bs and ordinary to fair medium 7-Ibs have been in somo request, but there appears to be only a very small stock of them 
‘Tero, and the eaime remarke apply to the lower makes of Sf-ibs. ‘Thus bayers have been throwa upon tho next higher grades of tho. last 
weight, for some chopa of which they have offered an improvement of 2 a 4 cands. per piove from the lowest point, and been refused. ‘They 
have also enquired for and taken a moderate quantity of good cloths, but their terms have bech somewhat irrogular ; for instance 
‘Tis, 1.644, loss lke. per piece for mildew, has been given to one holder for Horse and Jockey, while only Tis. 1.59} per piece 
has been paid to another. ‘The falling off in the export from home is having a wholesome effect upon the generality of holders. 
making them firmer and mach more indifferent at to selling, excepting upon terms which cover cost, or nearly eo, er at which, the goods 
can be replaced here, ‘The home export of Plain Cottons to all China for November was only 11,000,000 yards, ‘The business in 8{-Ibs., 
this week exceeds 65,000 pieces, exclusive of the 10,000 pieces (Silk-barter transaction) referred to in Inst report, and which have been 
regold with ‘all faults” at Tle. 1.35 per piece, not at Tis. 1.32} as was tien stated, and includes the Lee Tai Grouse at ‘Tis. 1.18 
Mondale Piiar at Ts, 1,20, wth aundry intermediate qualities at THs 1.20 1.26 per piece; Horse and Jockey, as above ; Dewhurats 
Red Pheasant at Tia, 1.50 ; and Green Rhinoceros takeii against tea, at a market value of Tis, 1.54 per piece, In heavy Shirtings the only 
‘traneaction is a amall one in Tunsin Bagle A at Tis. 2.36 per piece. 


Drills Jeans and Sheetings.—Of the last-named there has not been a piece sold; of the second, 600 pieces at Tis, 1.28} sum up tho 
business published ; and of the first the sales are insufficient to make a market or affect quotations. 


‘Woollens.—Long Ells. Scarlets are wanted at the improvement shewn in the quotations. Other colora are not in favor, Camels and 
Spanish, Stripes—Somo colors are higher and some lower in value. Scarlets of the former are wanted at slightly lower rates, and of tho 
latter at rather higher, Lastings are easier again. In Crapes, Figured Lustres and Medium Cloths, J. find no business doing, 



























































































0.8. 8 Scarlet, [Dark Blue | Green. | orange, | ashe | nite. | Pere | Brows, 























Camlets, Retail prices 13.05 | 119.5 [1280 | 10.15 | 12.16 |... 
Long Ell i 663 | 7.00 | 680] 690] 700 | °. 
Spanish Stripes, }, 0.5.4 | 04.8} 0.4.93] 0.5.1 | 0.4.84] 0.5.6 
‘Yoen-Foxs, Scarlet. [Dk. Bluo,|Gentian.| Green. |Orange. [Ash. Waite] Parple. | Black. Brown) sfauve, 
Auetion 6th instant. |~ \—— — —|——+| 














‘ 12.90/87 10.65, 






































0.59/0.683) 0.53 126 
ot 12 
13.024/074 |11.923/073 510 
ne Fila 
LongElls 0.P.H. 6.64/6.63 |. 240 
Tasting 60 
» Elephant ,, 60 
ae 09g 312 
Sp. Stripes C.P. Hp. ¥ 4940.49 
eee Sales pes. 36 Eg 
Camlots Lion per poe, 3}12.174/20 11.35/37% | 9.675 200 
amlets Li ce, 2 “ 3 oO 1074/12) 
rene ales, pea... 100 | ‘ oo | 10 wt 











Avortox Sates or Cortox Goops— 
“ Fuh Sing.”—10th instant— 

‘Wurre Suirtixos—Flag Chop, 1,000 pieces, at Tis. 1.234 a 1.24 for 56-reed, Tis. 1.33}.01.32for G4-reed. HanpKencurers—28-inch, 
2,000 dozens, at TI. 0.42} per dozen. Vetverzexs—18-inch Royal Arms, 150 pieces, at Tl. 0.13.8 a 0.19.94 per yard. | Vauvers 
22.inch Lie Woman, 125 pieces, at TI. 0.14.6 per yard. YarN—No, 28, Dewhurst's Hagle, 5 bales, at Ts. 67.75 per bale. 

“ Van Loong.”— , 

‘T-Crorus—J-lbs., 1,150 pieces, at Tis. 1.07 for Flying Horse, Ts. 1.09 a 1.083 for Double Cash, Tis. 1.11 for Stag ; and 8-Ibs. Double 
Cash, 750 pieces, at Tis. 1.32} a 1.33 per piece. Jzans—Peacock, 750 pieces, at Tis. 1.254 for Common, ‘Ils. 1.424 for Best, 
‘Vetvets—22-inch Lie Woman, 150 pieces, at Tl. 0.14.4 per yard. 

“ Kin Ming."—11th iustant— 


Grey Sarerincs—8}-Ibs., 1,050 pieces, at Tis. 1.36 for Green Lion, Tis. 1.47 for Blue Lion, Tis. 1.523 for Red Lion, Tle. 1.74 for 
‘Red Ram, T-CLorss—7-lbs., 500 pieces, at Tis. 1.284 for Red Eagle, Tis. 1.28 for Rising Sun. 


‘MiscrLaxzous— 


‘Torker Rep Canmncs—Fisherman, 120 pieces, at Tis. 1.47 for 2h-Jbs., and Tis. 1.59} for 2f-lbs. ; Green Vase 24-Iha., 250 pieces, at 
‘Tis, 1.61 per piece, and 23-lbs. Bull Head (Fents), 50 pieces, at Tis. 1.37 per piece, VenvErs—Lie Woman, 480 pieces, at Vi. 0.14.6 
peryard. Vitverzens—1S-inob, 48 pieces, at Ti. 0.12.3 per yard. 
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, QUOTATIONS—Dorx Par. Dory.* ‘QUOTATIONS—Dorr Pas. Dory. 
@, B, Grev Surerinas— T. Frees i 7 ovis ‘ Hrs ae Th, m. 
. astixos, 30 yds... 0.8. . 
"25 Onare Lasrixos, S0yde,m 3.7.0 5, 800/005 { ae 
3.0 Crave Losrres ws 3.0.04, 3.6.0 
8.0 Puam—Do, Black...- y, 5 20.0, 39.0 
Ontzans—Fig.,30 yde. jj, 26.04, 3.3.5 {( 9-20 "por poe. 
0.0 Special Colors & Patter ©. 3.5.0", ‘ 
Dewhurst’s, Best |) 375 |f 008 per poe Metals and Sundries, 
@, B. Ware Suinrmos-- Qvromsrivzs ....... nom. pr pel.60.0.0 ,,61.0.0] 2.0.0 per poh 
40 yds. 36 in. 56 R, nom:? po. 1. 1.3.5 Tuy Pratzs—l4 x 10...prbox, 40.0 ,, 40.5 0.4.0 
60 rood oso ae 140 Small, 400", .. E ey 
6 Pater ae 165 Inox Winx -No. il 
teed, 3) 1.9.0 0.2.6 
oo 2.2.0 J 
Beat 5 cat op 2.6.0 
Darris, Am.ddyd30in Ib, *, 2.7.74 125, 
English, 14 a 16-Ibs, 210/( o19 
jo. Fine'to Finest ,, 24.0/¢ O10. » Srexz ia 
Dateh, 13 a 144 215 m . » 
Tuas, Dh,, Beat, 30y; 21.0 Jazas Corn Finger. 
English 185!) 0.0.74 tab, best. 060 
‘American ., |, 23.0 Ore 
Saxsrivas— O12 yy 
Amr,, 40 yds. 36.0 3810. 161bs, 2291) aos 067k fy 
Eng. » » Ta l6lbs, 21.0 eS % es 
-CLorns— jarinop Trox— 
Gelbs, 2450. 3210, Or 0.8.75 Dawes’ Beat y 
T-lbs, 24yds. 32in, Ord. 1.0.0] gos B.Rogers,Sons & Co. 
6-1bs. Mex. a .|( O04 Belgian e 
Tbs, iso MM 12h 
8 to 84-4 I. 
a Spthor Kinds aad 3X 19.0/{ 908 » 
[ANDKRROHIERS— 
0.2.5 por pol. 
$2 |} 0024 perdoe | Gorsver Goumens New i 
1.7.5 | 0.1.0 por peo. Medium : 0.3.5 
230| O15, Now Boat. 118.0 11.6.0 
19.0] O10 Svoar— : : 
270| o1o0 7 White,Swatow,No.d 4, 60.0, 65.0] 0.20 ,, 
40 ya 45.0} 020 2 on 6205, 560 
Gurian SuIRrINGs .... 245] O15 . } 13% 480,620] O12 ,, 
Onrwrz—Assorted ..nom. 5, 1.40 : Canton, 5, 1 5) 5405, 58.0 
LL7 0.0.7 D2 46.05, 500/f 020 
117/¢ ” 2% y 380,, 420)" 02.2 
165 Hrown,Swatow, Beat 5, 20.0, 340) 0.2.0 
4 2.20 Common j, 2405, 280 
50/52”, 4.2.0|$ 0.0.7 por 30 yds, we Csoton sew os 28:05, 3.20/16 O12, 
| Betti yy 4.0.5 i yy Common}, 2.0.05, 24.0 
T.Rtby, 248 2631.92. nom, 18011 015 perpee, | PEPER Hla . m SIO mies OBE sn 
a 4 : i 12.0.0 4512.6. 15.0 
Vutvers—Black, 22 in, vy. 1.73 O18 4 Rarraxs—Common 1 28,0 4, 3.2.0 
VEL ereen! ¥ { OLS goad teas ” — = #33 O15 
Buve Dentwa 1.0.5 | 0.0.84 per 90 yde.| Saran Woop— 


3 pieces tothepicul. po, 28,0 to 3.0.0 


Dintries, 12 yao, 37 i 
lgiioresenyiae ts GOS per poe. Bn a & inl, yy 1804, 24.015 C10 per pol. 
Mustins, 12 ye, 42in, nom, 0.0.33 





Yanx—Gorrox—Nos. 28 a 32 0.7.0" per pol. | SAXDaxiwoop, South Sen 4, 3.4.0», 3.5.0 


PORRwS 
Sseecnese 


























Camiera, English, $$ nom. ,, Timor » 04.0 4 
Malabar. 
0.0.5 
Mavonovs Banc Fy ons 
Mupiom & Buvan Crorus # 94.0. ’ 8 Funr Sroxzs... Ht 10.3 
Seaxisn Sreires 48}, 0.5. oie | 
Lowe Bus” = ” 
Soarlet, 24yrd. WH. > 0.0.5 per ton, 
Fr 
0.0.44 |S » 
& Warvow Grass — 
on box. 2.9.0 , 0.1.5 por box. 
Small 24.5 5 27.0 100 aq, feot 











* Haikwan Syceo Tis. 100—Shanghai Currency Tis. 111.40. + Cargo quotations, 

















299 tons, Nagasaki and back, 12 lay days, $2.35 per ton; J. 8. Stone, American barque, 710 
on ; Goodall, American barque; 840 tone, Nagasall and back, 25 lay days, $5,000, in 
jung to this, 15 lay days, $2.00 per ton ; Oceanus, British brig, 207 tons, Shanghai to 
ama, 12 Iny days,” $0.10 per croine oll; Hedvig, Swedish bargue, 875 tons, Shanghe to Kobe, dispatel, $0.12 per caso 
sine oil; Bfount Lebanon, British schooner, 530 tons, Shanghai to Chefoo, 10 lay days, $1,600, in full; @. H. Waj-paus, German” 
ship, 538 tons, Shanghai to Hongkong, 30 lay daya, $2,100, in full ; Caroline, German schooner, 272 tons, Kobe to Amoy, $¥.22 por pioul 
rice ; Duke of’ Abergorn, British ship, 1,050 tons, Kobe to London, private terms. Bisiet 
‘ALS.—This market continues depressed. Sales of Dawes’ and M.M. Nail-Rod Iron to extent of 8,000 bundles at Tls, 2.10 por pical 
eee 85 per. pioul respectively are recorded. Lead cannot be quoted to-day. Tn bas reoeded two mace per picul, and Zin Plates 
do not find ready buyers at quotations. : : 
A further decline has taken place, and even yet buyers are not satisfied. They look for atill greater coucessions. ‘The 
arenet heavy, but the markets af tho outporta are evidently discouraging, and hence the present deadlock. 
SHANGE.—Demand for Bauk Sterling Bille during the week has been but trifling, but a large atnount of Private Paper has changed 
EXCHANGE. Diy tifeuing rater, and quotations at the close look firm, although the disquieting tone of recent telograme regardiog 
‘French polities bas checked silk buying aud diminished the supply of Private Bille, On ‘there is more disposition to tell on the 
part of Banks, and rates are more in favor of buyers. 







G. 7. Ray, Briti 
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Statement of Imports and Deliveries of Cotton ama Woollen Piece Goods for the week ending 10th December, 1877, 
compiled from the “Customs Daily Returns,” Nos. 281 to 286, both Nos. inclusive. 
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loths 
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~_ | 549] 
‘STOOKS AT DATE, BASED ON 
Cuamper or Commence RETURNS DATED 
Ast Jan., 1877. 


Dauaventes, 





Goons. ss 
For tho | For Yer | yor ine Year : 

ee om Yat Jan) yainay 

iit ne Eetinated, niet Bee, 1676, 


1,382,000 257,800 $46,600 
746,800 334,000 733,400 
188,900 31,600 | 114,700 

; 83,700 |} 98,409 


11,100 





+» Pos. 49,270 








34,000 
2,300 
‘900 


Jo, Al and Continentals .. 
Dyed shirtings 

Brocades and Spotted Shirtinge, 
Dyed 






Tarkey Red Siirtings 


1,400 
Velvet ‘ 





4,800 











Lead in Pigs 
Tron—Nail Rod .. 


* Exclu 




















of Import Cargoos ex Fleurs Castle, Glenlyon, City of Limerick, Gwalior, Golden State, Leander, Peiko, Thibet, Sarpedon, 
tes, Hopewell, Djemnah, Feronia, Navesink, Teheran, Gordon Castle, several Coasters, and of sundry Re-exports. 











EXPORTS. 

SILK.—Thore has been an active business in silk since last date, with prices showing about Tis. 5a 10 per picul decline for 
iarket chop Teatloes. ‘The unsottled state of politics on the Continent lise caused general stagnation during the past 
fow days, and although the stock is not excessive compared with the figures for the previous three years, holders 
are very eager to sell, and would doubtless accept lower offere. Quotations for common Teatlaes (being in limited 
supply only) remain ab Tis. 865 a 370 (17s. 2d. a 17s. 5d.), S.S.S. has been settled at Tis. 395 (18s. Gd.), Tin-chan-keo's 
“Van-yuen,” Kukee’s Kin-ling,” and Bird chop ‘“Fung-ling,” at Tis. 3924 (18s, 4d.), Red Peony Flower at ‘Tis. 405 (19s.), 
Mountain chop No. 1 at Ts, 410 (19s. 34.), Dancing Bear No, 2, Beautiful Woman No. 2, P: and Bufalo chop 
No, 3, at Tie, 419} (19s 6d), Black Lion No. 3, “ Day-fong” Elephant aud Blue Eleph 415 (19s. Gil.) with 
nome skeins aud 9 X 12 inoss from Tle, 225 a 270 (10s. 94. @ 12s. 9J.), some market Hangchow ‘Teatlecs from ‘Tis, 350 a 370 
(16s. 6d. a 17s. 5d.), a few bales of best longreel Taysaame at Tis. 290 (13s. 9d.), about 100 bales of Chin-Cum Taysaams at 
‘ls. 270 (128, 104.) proportion price, and 400 bales or more of re-reels from Tis. 360'a 420 per picul (17s. a 198, 94.) The 
inert clo werk with few buyers at quotations. Arrivals continue only moderate and the unsold stuck is reduced to 
13,600 . 
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COMMERCIAL POSTSCRIPT. 
Decuusen 13, 1877. 








Annrvats.—(Not reported above)—December 10th, British ship Corona, and British barque William Monson, both from Sydney 5 
10th, British steamer Gordon Castle, from London. 





Deranrones.—(Not reported above)—December 6th, British ebip Jsle of Brin, and 7th, British steamer Sarpedon, both for London ; 
6th, British steamer Fleurs Castle, and 7th, British barque Dilpussund, both for New York, 





“The English mail steamer Thibet takes about 1,400 bales of Stzx, and about 400 tons of Tas, 





Exowaxcz.—On London, Telegraphic Trausfers, 5s, 4d, Bank Bills, 6 monthe’ sight, 5s, S§d. First-class Credits to Ban’ , 5s, 5d. 
Private and Documentary, 58. 6d. On Paris, Bank, 6.874; Private, 6.94 a 6.95. On India—Bombay Bank, Rs. 309} a 310}, Calcutta 
Bank, Rs, 309 a 3104. Ou Hongkong, Bauk Bills, demand, 274'per cent. diect, Private, 15 days’ sight, 28, Bullion, Gold Bars, 
Pots, Shanghai ‘Tie. 181.50 per bar of 10 Tis, Suangbat weight. Bar Silver, Shanghai Tl, 111.20 per 100 Tis, Gunton weight, Mexican 
dollars, Shanghai Tle, 73.375 per 100. Copper Cash, 1,450 per tael. 








‘SmARES.—M isset & Co. report to-day as follows 

H. &8, Bank—A fair business mn done, at the same rates, for cash, as prevailed last week, namely 56 % premium, and exchange 
73; but we uote a decline of 2 % in the rate for Slat March, sales having been made at 58} % and 68% ‘There have been sales at 5647, 
and xchange 15, for delivery on the Sst current. ‘The market is quiet, with sellers at thees rates 















1 —Salee are re] ‘at $26f. ‘There are buyers at this rate, and sellers at E26}. 
China Coast 8. N. Co. eae T5 reported. There are buyers at this rate. 
Yangisze Insurance Asi —Sales aro reported at ¥640, £645 and $650. The market is firm, 


Fire Insurance Shares.—Thore is no change to report. 
8, & H, Wharf Co.—Thore are buyers at £108, with no s 


‘Wearuer,—The weather has been variable, The t) 





08 offer 





8. 
motneter has ranged from 34 to 60. 




















Position rex Last Revonr. | Last Drvipexp, &. ) Cast Quorarions, 


SHARES, No, | Value. | Paid up. : 
lat Workin, ‘fo Share- (When 
Reserve. [A Naat’) Date. | “holders |"ordasy 





Closing. 





Hongkong & Shaogbai Banking 
lorporation ... 
Steamer Oompanies. 
ShanghaiSteam Navigation Co.| 
(in Liquidation) 
Chin Coast Steam Navigation| 
0. os 





40,000 | $125 | $125 | $650,000.00; $14,027.45|30 June77| £1 [22A0g.77) 56. Sarees 
5 for Slat Mar. 


22,500} 2100] #825 (615,902.95, 130 Dec. 76 { ™inmciai 19Oct, 77| 264 
5,000 | £100 | 100 | 262,522.10) 241,153.60/30 Dec. 76) © 24% | 7 Jan. 76) 75 








Docks. 
Shanghai Dock Co, 
Pootung Bee Co, 


440 | 2500 | £500 | 27,183.54! 





|30 Deo, 76} *2% | 7July77) 295 
aseeee. *5% | lJuly77] 88 





Shanghai Gea Go 
Compagnie du Gai 


Insurance ( Marine, ) 
Ching Traders’ Tasurance Co. 





1,500 | #100} £100 | 26,523.81) 28,917.74131 Deo. 76) 5 10 July 77) 147 
1,000 | #50} #50 | 22,171.31) €2,333.25'30Deo. 76] * 5% |8lAug.77} 71 





| 
200 | $5,000 | $1,500 | $125,000.00) $85,073.06)30 Apl. 77} 12% {81 July 77) 2,900 
i 


2,000 | £600 %257,900.42/3"649,980. 44! 20 Jane] #70 prebare} 9 July 77| 80 nominal, 


North-China ‘faaurance” Go a 
500 | ‘$2,500 | ‘$500 ($210,500.00) $119,008.38)31 Dec. 
200 j3240, 000.00] 


1875/17 
Union In, Society of 





fantor 

















Yanglsze Insurance Avsociation| 1, #350! £350 {30 Sep. 76 EY [i2tuly 7: 

Chinose IneurauceCo., Limited) 1,600 | $1,000; ‘$200 30 Dec.76) * Jan. 77} 250 
Insurance (Fire. ; { | 

Hongkong Fire In. Co., Limited $1,000 | $200° | $564,202.00! $244,445.07|30 Dec. 76/+$47.50 p.2b.|20 Feb. 77| 685 





2,000 $ 2.00) 
China Fire In, Co., Limited ...) 4,000 | ~ $500, $100 $339,787.30] $96,304.86,30 Dec. 76) +12% |30Dec. 76) 175 
‘Miscellaneous. | 

































































Shanghai & H’kow Wharf Co...) 2150} 100 | £100 | 1,878.61/90Deo.76 74% 15 Avg. 77] 108 
Shanghai‘Tug Boat Association! "900 | ‘£100 | £100 | . Nominal. 
Loans, | Amount of Loan. |ioada nal Value of | Rate of Interent.| When Payable. 
i i 
Shaaghal 5 Mun, 1 Debentures—Inaue 1873) . | # 100.00 | 8% 30th April & 31st Oct. 
| © 100.00 fa 30th June & Slat De os 
De 1st3 4 100.00 Soh Jane & 3lst Dec, | 0s" 
Lyceum Theatre Ordinary Debentures. © 25.00 30th June, 18 4, 
Profereuce do. # 37.50 | Hd Bist Dec. 2 
Chinese Tperial Governuent Loan 1874 £ 100 i 8 30th Juno & lst Dec. | £104 5, 
* For half-year. + For year, 
(oNsumprion AND WASTING $ CAUSION: London and Provincial 
DISEASES. THE MOST - Marine Insurance Company. 
FFICACIOUS J. & F. MARTELL'S BRANDY. = 


REMEDY is 
ANCREATIC J having come to our knowledge that dhe? undersigned, Agents of the above - 
pitched spurious imitations are imported. Con- Insurance Company, are prepared to 
Ind Gendeegrepaed nuts | sumers should be careful to see that they | issue Policies at current rates, subject to 
I paete aha | obtain the genuine article with our Brand, | Cash discount of 16%. War risks taken 
GAvory & MOORE, | which is to be had of all respectable Dealers. | at current rates, 
US, New Bondat, London. | Agents: Matthew Clark & Sons, 72, Great 
Sold by them, and all | Tower Street, London, DRYSDALE, RINGER & Co., 
‘Chemicts and Btorekeepers throughout the World. ‘MARTELL & Co, “Agents. 


(3) 58 —o-af—alt, 13jy-78 | Slmr-78 42 Slau 647 Shanghai, Jat June, 1877. 
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